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AUSTRALIA 


REACTION TO COOPERATION IN U.S. MX PROGRAM 
Victoria Laborites to Oppose Test 
BKO030631 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0430 GMT 3 Feb 85 


[Excerpt] The Victorian branch of the Labor Party has joined in the opposi- 
tion to the Federal Government's decision to provide limited assistance in the 
monitoring of long-range MX missiles fired by the United States. At a press 
conference in Melbourne today convened by the organization People for Nuclear 
Disarmament, the ALP [Australian Labor Party]'s Victorian branch president, Mr 
(George Crawford), condemned the Federal Government's decision and pledged 
that the branch would work to overturn it. 


A prominent left-wing federal member of Parliament, Mr Gerard Hand, at the 
same meeting said he would conduct a telephone conference with Labor MP's in 
all states tonight to plan opposition to the government's stand. 


Groups of left-wing MP's in New South Wales and South Australia had earlier 
condemned the decision as against the Labor Party's policies for a freeze of 
nuclear weapons production and a nuclear-free South Pacific. 


Groups Plan ‘Major Protest’ 
BKO30852 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0830 GMT 3 Feb 85 


[Text] Antinuclear groups have announced plans for a major protest campaign 
against the Federal Government's decision to provide limited assistance in the 
monitoring of long-range MX missiles fired by the United States. 


Details of the campaign were announced at a news conference in Melbourne today 
attended by politicians, church leaders, and union representatives. A spokes- 
man for the organization, People for Nuclear Disarmament, said there would be 
major rallies on 31 March in all major capital cities. He said leading up to 
that would be widespread demonstrations, public meetings, letter-writing cam- 
paigns, and deputations to members of Parliament to make clear that the 
missile decision would not be tolerated by the community. 


The defense minister, Mr Beazley, said on Friday that the governmert had 
agreed to provide refueling facilities for American aircraft monitoring 











unarmed MX missiles, which would splash down in international waters off the 
east coast of Tasmania. 


Meanwhile, a spokesman for Mr Beazley has said that a statement of clarifica- 
tion will be issued today on a report that Australia's assistance in the 
testing of MX missiles would require the provision of port facilities for an 
American ship as wel! as aircraft refueling. 


The report, published in a Canberra newspaper today, says that Australia's 
rele also will involve the transmission of test data to the Pacific missile 
test center in the United States via communications facilities in Australia. 
The report is based upon what is reported to be a secret Pentagon study of 
strategic systems testing requirements. 


New Zealand Minister on MX Tests 
BKO30920 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0830 GMT 3 Feb 85 


[Text] A visiting New Zealand Government minister said today she could not 
imagine New Zealand ever agreeing to cooperate in the testing of American MX 
missiles. Mrs Margaret Shields, New Zealand's minister for consumer affairs 
and customs, also said her country remained firm on refusing to allow 
nuclear-armed ships entering New Zealand ports. 


She told a press conference in Melbourne that the ANZUS defense treaty would 

not break down because of her government's policy on nuclear ships. Mrs 

Shields said she hoped New Zealand's ANZUS partners would appreciate the New ‘ 
Zealand position and recognize that ANZUS was not a nuclear treaty. 


CSO: 4200/483 
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AUSTRALIA 


REACTION TO NEW ZEALAND BAN ON U.S. NUCLEAR SHIPS 
Hawke Travels to Washington 
HKO30033 Wellington Overseas Service in English 0010 GMT 3 Feb 85 


[Text] Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke has left on an overseas tour, 
which includes a visit to Washington, where the ANZUS treaty will be the 
major topic of discussion. Mr Hawke is expected to come under pressure from 
the Reagan Administration to intervene in the dispute between New Zealand and 
the United States over nuclear ship visits. Australian newspapers have 
speculated that he won't agree to such a role. 


Meanwhile, american Defense Department officials have repeated the ANZUS 
treaty could be in serious jeopardy if New Zealand stands firm in rejecting 
warship visits. The State Department said the United States is still weiting 
for a definitive reply to a request that a warship be allowed to call at a New 
Zealand port next month. The officials held out prospects that although new 
Zealat.i might reject a March visit in order to make a political poirt, future 
calls might be allowed. 


Peacock Urges Solution 
BKO11107 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0830 GMT 1 Feb 85 


[Text] The federal opposition leader, Mr Peacock, has urged the prime 
minister to find a solution to the difficulties within the ANZUS defense 
alliance caused by the New Zealand Government's decision to ban nuclear ships 
from its ports. 


Mr Peacock said if this was impossible, Mr Hawke must move to ensure that 
ANZUS, which currently links Australia, New Zealand, and the United States, 
was retained in a bilateral form. 


The opposition leader said the government had known for some time about the 
problem with United States ships and ANZUS, but because of factional disagree- 
ments within the Labor Party, it had done virtually nothing to protect 
Australia's interests in the treaty. 








= af 


Support for New Zealand Ban 
BKO11105 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0430 GMT 1 Feb 85 


[Text] The leader of the Australian Democrats, Senator Chipp, today fore- 
shadowed the introduction of a private members bill to ban visits to 
Australian ports by nuclear ships. 


Speaking during a radio interview, Senator Chipp said he would introduce a 
bill jn the Senate as soon as the parliamentary session resumed later this 
month. 


He praised the New Zealand Government's ban on port visits by nuclear vessels 
and criticized the Australian Government over its reaction to the ban. 


In a letter to the New Zealand prime minister, Mr Lange, last month, 
Australia's prime minister, Mr Hawke, said Australia could not accept as a 
permanent arrangement that the ANZUS defense alliance had a different meaning 
and entailed different obligations to different members. ANZUS links the 
United States, New Zealand, and Australia. 


Left-wing members of the federal parliamentary Labor Party yesterday sent a 
message of solidarity to Mr Lange, supporting his stand against visits by 
nuclear ships. 


The meeting in Canberra of 24 left-wing MP's also endorsed a comprehensive 
draft treaty for a nuclear-free zone in the South Pacific. 


CSO: 4200/483 
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AUSTRALIA 


KERIY ON EEC'S ‘ECONOMIC LUNACY’ POLICIES 
BK301017 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0930 GMT 30 Jan 85 


[Text] The federal government has strongly criticized what it calls the eco- 
nomic lunacy of the agricultural policies of the European Economic Community. 
The primary industry minister, Mr Kerin, says that in the light of this, there 
is little the government can do to help farmers. However, Mr Kerin says the 
government will continue to be unrelenting in opposing policies of agricul- 
tural subsidizing and protection. 


Mr Kerin made his remarks in officially opening what is regarded as 
Australia's agricultural summit--the annual outlook conference--convened by 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. He said the latest estimates by the 
bureau for this financial year was for a drop in the overall volume of rural 
production of 2 percent. The gross value of product will be down by 1 per- 
cent, and the index of prices will be up by 2 percent. Mr Kerin said the real 
net value of rural production was expected to decline by 17 percent mainly as 
a result of what he termed the weak, if not disastrous, international commodity 
prices. He said the overwhelming problems of the general international 
trading environment would remain on the top of the government's agricultural 
agenda. 


The primary industry minister said he would accompany the prime minister, Mr 
Hawke, on his trip to Europe next week and would also meet the British 
minister for agriculture, Mr Jopling, in London. Talks were also planned with 
the Soviet Union and the United States. However Mr Kerin said demands by 
Australian farmers for financial assistance could not be met if the government 
was to continue to fight inflation while stimulating growth and holding down 
the budget deficit. 


CSO: 4200/483 
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AUSTRALIA 


PACIFIC STATES KEEN ON BOAT PROJECT 


Kuala Lumpur ASIAN DEFENCE JOURNAL in English Nov 84 pp 113, 114 


[Text] 


CSO: 


There is “strong interest” in the Paci- 
fic Patrol Boat Project by the five Pacific 
countries — Papua New Guinea, the 
Solomon islands, Tonga, Vanuatu and 
Western Samoa Australia’s Minister of 
Defence, Mr. Gordon Scholes said recent- 
ly that the five states have decided to 
participate in the development of a pur- 
pose-designed boat to help establish 
effective means of national surveillance 
and enforcement of their Exclusive 
Economic Zones. 

At the recent South Pacific Forum in 
Tuvalu, Prime Minister Hawke said his 
government had issued the Request for 
Tender for the Pacific Patrol Boat Project 
The tender documents had been sent by 
the Defence Support Department to thir- 
teen Australian companies selected in 
May to tender for construction of the 
boat. The tender exercise closes on 
November 14. The boat is to be providea 
under the Australian Defence Coopera- 
tion Programme for the security of the 
South Pacific region. 

It was intended that the Pacific Patrol 
Boat be built to commercial rather than 
military standards to contain costs and 
to ensure, to the maximum extent pos- 
sible, that it can be supported by com- 
mercial supply and repair organisations 
already established in the region. The 
basic design philosophy is that the boat 


4200/487 


should be easy to operate, — to 
maintain and cheap to run. 

In order to support the vessel, partici- 
pating countries will provide local infras- 
tructure (wharves, buildings) and, where 
necessary, they will have maintenance 
and management personnel and commu- 
nications systems. These steps will assist 
the development by participating coun- 
tries of national maritime surveillance 
systems, Mr. Scholes said. 

“The RAN has recently conducted in- 
country studies in the Solomon Islands, 
Vanuatu and Tonga to help identify 
local requirements. A similar study will 
be undertaken in Western Samoa in the 
near future.” 

The project is seen by the government 
as an important opportunity for Austra- 
lian industry to participate in a project 
which would play an important role in 
the development of the island nations, 
and at the same time provide work, help 
maintain skills in the Australian ship 
building industry, and create opportunity 
for further sales. 

The Government was also interested in 
examining the practicability of modernis- 
ing a number of Attack Class patrol boats 
for inclusion in the Pacific Patrol Boat 
programme. Separate RFT documenta- 
tion would be issued for this examination 
in the near future. 

















JPRS-SEA-85-036 
21 February 1985 


AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


HU YAOBANG TO VISIT 13 APR 85--The general secretary of China's Communist 
Party, Mr Hu Yaobang, is to pay a good-will visit to Australia in April. The 
prime minister, Mr Hawke, says Mr Hu will be in Australia for 6 days from 13 
April and will visit Western Australia, New South Wales, and Canberra. Mr 
Hawke said it would be an important event in the relationship between 
Australia and China. He said it would enable a continuation of the broad- 
ranging discussions he had had with the Chinese leadership during his visit to 
China a year ago. Mr Hawke said the issues of regional security, disarmament, 
and arms control and East-West relations could be expected to feature promi- 
nently. [Text] [Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0430 GMT 1 Feb 85] 


FRENCH AGRICULTURE MINISTER--The French minister for agriculture, Mr Michel 
Rocard, has had talks in Canberra with Australian Government ministers and 
trade officials. The French minister yesterday met Australia's foreign 
affairs minister, Mr Hayden, and today had talks with the minister for trade, 
Mr Dawkins, and the minister for primary industry, Mr Kerin. Mr Rocard's 
visit comes only 4 days before the prime minister, Mr Hawke, is due to meet 
the new president of the European Commission, Mr Jacques Delors in Brussels. 
Mr Rocard and Mr Hawke met yesterday although neither was available for com- 
ment afterwards. Mr Hawke is due to leave Australia on Saturday on a tour to 
Europe and the United States. [Excerpt] [Melbourne Overseas Service in 
English 0430 GMT 30 Jan 85] 


CSO: 4200/483 
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CAMBODIA 


SIEM REAP PROVINCE SITE OF DEVELCPMENT, USSR-PRK COOPERATION 
Moscow IZVESTIYA in Russian 7 Jan 85 p 5 


[Article by IZVESTIYA correspondent Yu. Gatselyuk: "Under the Banner of 
Freedom" ] 


[Excerpts] Siem Reap is a province whose economy is based completely on 
agricultural production; there is practically no industry here. Farming, 
fishing and animal husbandry are the basis of its development. Siem Reap 
is also one of Cambodia's border provinces, most often experiencing provo- 
cational surprise attacks from Thailand and various bandit groups who find 
refuge on its territory. 


"Armed provocations against the PRK are carried out practically every day," 
said (Khao) Thongkour, a member of the provincial people's committee of 
Siem Reap. "The Pol Pot supporters who manage to penetrate Cambodia behave 
badly, they kill and rob the population. However, recently, in the enemy 
camp they are beginning to think about our successes, which, in spite of 
everything, are increasing, and the fact that nobody here supports the Pol 
Pot men. Last year more than 1,500 ‘formers’ came to us with guilt, having 
decided to begin a new life." 


The traces of the Pol Pot supporters’ barbarities, alas, are still preserved 
in Siem Reap. Take, for example, Long Satavi. A teacher at the local school, 
during the Pol Pot reign she was thrown in jail. 


Long Satavi's story was told to me by her Soviet friends--specialists working 
on the construction of a new diesel electric power station in Siem Reap. The 
foreman there is Vladimir Ivanovich Bataytis. Before his arrival in Siem 
Reap he worked on another facility of Soviet-Cambodian cooperation--the Phnom 
Penh DES-4 [diesel electric power station], which is currently supplying cur- 
rent to the republic's capital. 


The Siem Reap electric power station has a design capacity of 2,000 kW and 
its first unit should generate current this summer. Today practically the 
whole building of the station is ready for installation of equipment. The 
first most difficult months of work are already a memory. Here, for example, 
is what our fellows--from Volgograd, Minsk, Tashkent and Novosibirsk--told us 
about the current construction site. 











In the first days the actual difficulties were not small. To begin with, 
there was not enough equipment. It was necessary to dig a 3-meter deep pit 
under the foundation. They asked for help from the local population. The 
soil was very complicated. It is dry and yielded with difficulty to the 
picks. Sparks flew like bullets with each blow. The ground broke off, it 
rained and the pit was flooded. They had to crawl around the area that 
didn't give way. 


"And look"--they vied with each other to show a “historic" photograph. The 
40-ton diesel engine was put into place with the help of two tanks. When 

it was necessary, soldiers from the People's Revolutionary Army and Vietnam- 
ese volunteers came to help. 


"Now," says Bataytis, "the main difficulty is the lack of qualified workers. 
During the covrse of construction we ourselves had to prepare specialists. 
Up to now we have accredited 75 people--stoneworkers, welders and installers." 


The Soviet specialists, speaking about the work of their Cambodian comrades, 
emphasized their natural industry, inquisitive minds and desire to acquire 

ever newer knowledge and skills. Today you can count the industrial enter- 
prises in Siem Reap on your fingers: There is an old DES which supplies 
current to the city only from 6 pm to 9 pm, an ice plant, several mechanized 
workshops and a weaving shop. With the appearance of the new electric power 
station here they are already planning to build a sugar plant. They are think- 
ing about opening still other essential factories. 


Let us return to our conversation at the people's committee of Siem Reap. 
Comrade Kheat Vanna, deputy chairman of the committee, informed us that today 
there are 6,762 agricultural labor mutual aid groups active plus 143 fishing 
groups. Last year the state allotted loans of 2 million riels to the pro- 
vince's fishermen for obtaining the necessary implements. As a result, they 
achieved good indicators in fulfilling the year's production plan. The agri- 
cultural collectives are successfully carrying out work on repairing and 
developing irrigation systems. Comparing the harvests of previous years it 
is easy to see that they are increasing from year to year. In the fields, 
which are particularly important, they are beginning to make use of agri- 
cultural technology, supplied to Cambodia by the fraternal socialist countries. 
Significant progress is being made in health care and education. 


As a result of the consistent socioeconomic policy carried out by the People's 
Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea its ranks are growing. In Siem Reap, Kheat 
Vanna told us, during the past 6 years the ranks of party members doubled. 


In our day the name of the province of Siem Reap was known to the world first 
of all thanks to the wonderful creation of ancient times-~Angkor Wat. But now 
this masterpiece is only one of the concrete proofs of the talent and mastery 
of the Cambodian people. Today the workers of the young republic are building 
their motherland anew. 


CSO: 1807/186 
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INDONESTA 


COMMENTS ON NU WITHDRAWAL FROM PPP 
Sarwono: It Does Not Mean Failure of Fusion 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 13 Dec 84 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Jakarta, 13 December--Engr Sarwono Kusumaatmadja, secretary general of the 
Central Executive Council of GOLKAR [Functional Groups political party] stated 

on 13 December that the decision of the NU [Muslim Scholars] to "leave" the De- 
velopment Unity Party (PPP) does not mean that the fusion of Muslim political par- 
ties carried out by the New Order Government in January 1973 had failed. 


Answering questions by a SINAR HARAPAN representative at the Muslim pilgrims’ re- 
sidence at Pondok Gede in Jakarta Timur, Sarwono said: "That act of fusion, as 
such, is complete, and, like GOLKAR, the members retain their individual orienta- 
tion." In a separate discussion Doctor Suhardiman, the deputy chairman of the 
Functional Development Fraction in Parliament, and Doctor Marsoesi, a leader of 
the Indonesian Democracy Party [PDI] Faction in Parliament, also commented on the 
results achieved by the 27th National Congress of the NU. 


According to Sarwono, the decision of the National Congress of the NU to "leave" 
the PPP had begun to appear a long time ago in the thinking of the NI! younger gen- 
eration. Later on, it was further influenced by recent political developments. 

He added: “However, this is a positive development, because it strengthens the ar- 
gument that social and political groups must he based on the Pancasila [Five Prin- 
ciples of the Nation]. This means that the social and political groups have na- 
tionalist characteristics." 


Sarwono also considered that "the departure of the NU from the PPP does not mean 
that this will lead them to found a new political party. This is because the 
formation of a new party would require legal approval. 


"If the NU becomes a pressure group, that is all right. However, this also has 
a positive aspect, because it involves raising the level of political life. It 
means that what has been called cost-free support no longer exists." 





On the whole, he considered the results of the National Congress of the NU were 


positive. He viewed the election of Abdurachman Wahid as general chairman as the 
choice of a moderate progressive, which he said was very appropriate. Noting that 
he had known Abdurachman Wahid for a long time, Sarwono added: "There is no doubt 
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about his nationalist feelings. I hope that he will be able to lead the NU in the 
direction sought by the NU as a religion-oriented, mass organization." 


Can Be Divided 


Doctor Suhardiman, the deputy chairman of the Functional Development Faction for 
political affairs, said that if the PPP is unsuccessful in developing support 
among NU members, there is a considerable possibility that the political aspira- 
ticns of NU members will be split in the coming 1987 elections. 


In his discussion with a SINAR HARAPAN representative on 13 December Suhardiman 
said that in the course of the first, second, and third general elections [under 
the New Order] the NU had directed its political aspirations through the PPP. 
However, a more autonomous attitude has been clearly expressed in the decision of 
the NU National Congress. In this way, he added, it is possible that the politi- 
cal aspirations of NU members will be divided. 


Suhar¢ciman said that the decision of the 27th NU National Congress represented 

a movement away from the First PPP National Congress held in August 1984 in Ja- 
karta. This recalled the fact that the First PPP National Congress amounted to 
the total amalgamation of the four elements (former political parties) which 
joined to form the PPP. This total amalgamation meant that NU political aspira- 
tions were channeled through the PPP. 


However, at the 27th National Congress the NI! made its attitude clear. NU members 
were free to direct their political aspirations elsewhere. This meant that the 
political attitude of the NU was a reaction against the First National Conference 
of the PPP. 


Suhardiman began his comments by saying that the attitude reflected in the de- 
cisions of the NU National Conference in Situbondo [Fast Java] had been correct. 
He added: "This reminds us of the context which will be used as the basic poli- 
tical foundation for the Fourth and Fifth 5-Year Plans and in the basic law on 
community organization which will be debated by Parliament. This is intended, 
among other things, to provide that community organizations will be self- 
supporting." 


In this way the relationship between community organizations and social and poli- 
tical organizations will no longer be "supportive" but rather will reflect a 

kind of "mutual symbiosis” in which the two types of organization give life to 
each other. "Therefore, every community organization will stand on its own and be 
free to channel its political aspirations through the social and political forces 
of its choice, " Suhardiman said. 


Balance 


Doctor Marsoesi, the leader of the PDI Faction in Parliament, declared that the 
decision by the 27th National Congress of the NU that NU members were free to 
channel their political aspirations as they saw fit could create a balance between 
the three existing political groups. 
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For this reason Marsoesi hoped that the leaders of the three social and political 
forces, and the PDI in particular, would be aware of this situation and would 
make use of it to “welcome” NU members who are free to decide on their own poli- 
tical aspirations. 


Agreeing with Suhardiman, Marsoesi also considered the decision by the 27th Na- 
tional Congress of the NU as a change in the balance of the organization and at 
the same time as a clear change from the attitude adopted by the First National 
Conference of the PPP of A. .7t 1984. He stated: "I thought that after the First 
National Conference of the ~mething was going to happen." He said this was 
because the majority of NU officials felt dissatisfied with the implementation of 
the First National Conference of the PPP. 


Marsoesi said he hoped that the NU leadership would apply and disseminate the de- 
cision of the 27th National Congress of the NU, which he considered very construc- 
tive. The dissemination of the decision, he said, should not only be undertaken 
by NU leaders. They need to be helped by the government and the leaders of social 
and political forces, including the PDI leadership in particular, whose purpose 
should be to “welcome” NU members. 


Asked how NU members could be "welcomed" by the PDI, Marsoesi stated that the PDI 
program must be implemented as effectively as possible, not only in the interests 
of the supporters of the PDI but also in the interests of all of the Indonesian 
community from Sabang [Aceh] to Merauke [Irian Jaya]. 


Nurcholis Madjid: NU Will Make More Progress 
Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 13 Dec 84 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Situbondo [East Java], 12 December--The withdrawal of the Nahdatul Ulama 
(NU) from the Development Unity Party (PPP) was due to the fact that the PPP was 
involved in a process of "de-Islamization," in addition to political factors 
within the NU itself. 


This view was stated by Nurcholis Madjid, former general chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the HMI [Islamic University Students Association], who is now an ex- 
pert on the staff of the Indonessian Science Institute (LIPI), on 11 December in 
Situbondo. He also stated that there was no need for an Islamic political party 
in Indonesia. It was enough to have the Islamic religion in the sense of the be- 
liefs held by Indonesian citizens. 


According to Nurcholis Madjid, who attended the NU National Conference as an ob- 
server, the withdrawal of the NU from the PPP will be beneficial for the NU it- 
self. At the same time it will serve to cancel out the emerging impression that 
the only people who pray as Muslims are members of the PPP. 


He gave as an example the fact that, during the period of the Old Order [before 
1965] if PNI members prayed as Muslims, they were discredited by their own asso- 
ciates because they were doing something new. He said: "With the decision made 
by the NU to withdraw from the PPP, impressions of this kind will disappear." 
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He said thst Indonesia at this time is going through a process of Islamization. 
This means that many government officials are performing their religious duties, 
while the PPP, by abandoning Islam as a founding principle and the Ka'bah [re- 
ligious symbol at the mosque in Mecca] as an elections symbol, was regarded as 
participating in a process of de-emphasizing Islam. 


Nurcholis Madjid, who has a doctor's degree from the United States, also thinks 
that the withdrawal of the NU from the PPP will have a major influence on the 
success or failure of that party. An alternative to the PPP could lose influence 
or, on the other hand, become more powerful. 


He went on to say, "However this works out, the progress of the PPP in the fu- 
ture will depend on that party itself: that is, to what extent it can bring out a 
program which takes the side of the people.” 


In response to a question from a reporter Nurcholis Madjid said he thought the 
withdrawal of the NU from the Masjumi in 1952 was not the same kind of develop- 
ment as the recent withdrawal of the NU from the PPP. 


The NU withdrew from the Masjumi in 1952, in his view, because of errors that had 
been made. The withdrawal of the Nl! from the PPP at present seeks to return the 
NU to its historic position as a social and religious body. 


According to him, the withdrawal of the NU from the PPP means that in Indonesia 
the NU and the Muhammadiyah will be the only Islamic social and religious organi- 
zations. 


Asked to comment on Abdurachman Wahid as chairman of the NU Executive Committee, 
Nurcholis Madjid said that he was the right man to hold the position because he 
was available and had the necessary qualifications. 


He hoped that the decision taken by the 27th NU National Congress would be bene- 
ficial to the NU because the kind of training provided by the NU is specifically 
nationalist and based on a strongly religious view. In addition, the NU has a 
strongly traditionalist outlook. 


Soekardi: It Will Benefit NU 
Jakarta SUARA KARYA in Indonesian 13 Dec 84 p 11 


[Text] Jakarta, SUARA KARYA--Soekardi, the chairman of the Functional Development 
Faction in Parliament, has declared that with the departure of the Nahdatul Ulama 
(NU) from the PPP, each NU member is free to exercise his political rights through 
all existing social and political forces, in the service of Indonesia. 


Soekardi's comment was made in connection with the decision by the NU to withdraw 
from the PPP as a consequence of the decision of the 27th National Congress of the 
NU in Situbondo, East Java, concerning the depoliticization of the NU and the loss 
of a specifically Islamic character by the PPP. He told the press at the Parlia- 
ment building on 12 December: "Fundamentally, this decision is the right one." 
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According to Soekardi, the independent attitude of every NU member in exercising 
his political rights is in accordance with the substance of the draft law on po- 
litical parties and on GOLKAR. That is, the membership of a person in a politi- 
cal organization is an individual matter. He said: "There no longer are support- 
ing organizations for social and political groups." 


The chairman of the Functional Development Faction went on to say that the depo- 
liticization of the NU also means tliat every NU member has broader freedom to par- 
ticipate and contribute his thoughts to the political process. He said: "This 
will be very beneficial for the NU, because it fits in with the acceptance of the 
Pancasila as the single founding principle by the NU itself." 


According to Soekardi, the process of depoliticization will provide a more in- 
tense emphasis on the NU Declaration of 1926, by which the NU, as a mass organi- 
zation which had previously disseminated the teachings of Islam will be able to 
carry on social and religious activities more effectively and more broadly than it 
did in the past. Soekardi said: "I consider that this is something positive.” 


Meanwhile, Soekardi said that he did not seek to interfere in the internal affairs 
of the Development Unity Party [PPP]. However, he said that finally the PPP would 
have to adjust itself to this development, to the draft law on mass organiza- 
tions, and to the law on political parties and GOLKAR. He said: “However, I am 
convinced that the Pancasila as the single founding principle will be applied by 
the PPP in accordance with the letter and spirit of Decision No 2 of the MPR 
[People's Consultative Assembly] on the Pancasila as its single founding princi- 
ple. This means the de-Islamization of the PPP." 


Sudharmono Welcomes, Soedardji Does Not Regret NU Action 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 14 Dec 84 pp 1, 12 


[Excerpts] Jakarta, 13 December--Master of Laws Sudharmono, general chairman of 
GOLKAR, said that GOLKAR welcomes the results of the 27th National Congress of 
the NU in Situbondo, East Java, which was recently held. He expressed the hope 
that the acceptance of the Pancasila as its single founding principle by this 
large mass organization “would strengthen our union and unity and facilitate the 
implementation of each section of the Pancasila." 


Answering questions from reporters on 13 December at the Bina Graha offices, Su- 
dharmono replied: “We'll just see," when he was asked whether GOLKAR would bene- 
fit from the NU decision, which gives its members freedom to channel their poli- 
tical aspirations through any political organization. 


In answer to another question, he said it was up to NU members as to whether they 
wanted to become GOLKAR members or not. This is because there are certain re- 
quirements for becoming a member of GOLKAR, such as submitting a written request 
to this effect. 


According to Sudharmono, based on information obtained from the NU itself, there 
are NU members who are also members of GOLKAR. In this connection we don't con- 
sider their NU membership because membership in GOLKAR and in the political 
parties is an individual matter. He declared that it was not a part of GOLKAR 


14 











strategy to take members from other political groups. He said that the major 
problem facing GOLKAR was the task of consolidating its membership, and this was 
already a difficult matter. 


Sudharmono considered the ulama [religious teachers] of Islam and the leaders of 
other religions as important figures in urging the people to strengthen their 
faith and devotion and their respect for religious values. At present we need 
more ulama who concentrate their attention on the development of their people as 
such and not just in deepening their religious fait) but in expanding their good 
works. He said that religion has an important role to play in our life as a 
state, “scause the values it preaches can help to stimulate the development pro- 
cess. He said: "We con't want religiosity." 


No Regrets 


Doctor Soedardji, chairman of the Central Executive Council of the PPP, said he 
did not regret the decision by the 27th National Congress of the NU that NU mem- 
bers would no longer be directly connected with the PPP because they would be 
free to follow their political aspirations elsewhere. 


He made this comment on 13 December in answer to a question from a SINAR HARAPAN 

representative. Soedardji, who is also chairman of the Development Unity Faction 
in Parliament, said that the decision by tlie NU National Congress was proper and 

in accordance with the attitude of the New Order Government toward the renewal of 
the political system, both in terms of organization as well as of ideology. 


He said: "I do not regret the decision by the NU National Congress because it is 
in consequence of the process of renewal in the political system." He added that 
he could not disagree with the decision and even expressed support for it. 


The PPP leader from the Muslimin Indonesia (MI) [Indonesian Muslim Community } 
element of the party did not think that anyone would regard the decision by the 
27th NU National Congress in Situbondo as a "threat" which could affect the ex- 
istence of the PPP. He said that as of now he had not considered whether, with 
NU members free to express their political aspirations as they saw fit, based on 
the decision of the national congress, the votes in favor of the PPP in the 1987 
elections would decline. 


In a joking way Soedardji even pointed to the decline in PPP seats in Parliament 
and other representative institutions from the period 1977-82, when it had 99 
seats, to the period since the 1982 elections, when it has had 94 seats, even 
while using the Ka‘ba as its electoral symbol. He said, with a laugh: "Now I 
don't know what will happen, so let's just see." 


He was asked whether the PDI and GOLKAR might make use of this opportunity to 
lure NU members. Soedardji answered: "The PPP will clearly try to make sure 
that NU members are not ‘lured away’ by the PDI and GOLKAR." Asked how he would 
do this, he said that the PPP leaders would try to do this through the party's 
political attitude, through its behavior, and through its programs. 
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MP Believes NU Remains Morally Bound to PPP 
Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 18 Dec 84 pp 1, 10 


[Text] Jakarta, 17 December--There is no reason for Nahdatul Ulama (NU) members to 
transfer their political aspirations from the PPP, because every NU member, in- 
cluding NU leaders, is still morally bound to the declaration made by the four 
Islamic political parties which joined in establishing the PPP in 1973. 


This was stated by Fachrurazy, a legal expert and member of Parliament in the 
Development Unity Faction who represents Jakarta. He made this statement on 

17 December in commenting on the statement by H. Abdurrahman Wahid, general chair- 
man of the NU, who stated that the 1973 declaration was no longer in force since 
the First National Congress of the PPP in August 1984, which declared that the 

PPP accepted the Pancasila as its single founding principle. 


Fachrurazy went on to say that, as Muslims, we must continue to respect what was 
done by Islamic leaders who worked under difficult circumstances to achieve an 
agreed upon political line which later led to the issuance of the "1973 Declara- 
tion." 


He said: “In this connection it must be admitted that those who developed the 1973 
Declaration included NU leaders themselves." 


Fachrurazy, who is also deputy chairman of the NU Branch for Jakarta, stated that 
the Declaration of 1973, which Abdurrahman Wahid said no longer has any force since 
the First National Congress of the PPP, was an inseparable part of Law No 3 of 
1975. 


He continued: "If the 27th NU National Congress decided to free its members to 
achieve their own political aspirations as they see fit, that cannot be made to 
mean that the NU is free of the PPP." He admitted that, in an organizational 
sense, this could be true. 


Political Loafing 


Fachrurazy considered that the statement made by Abdurrahman Wahid is very con- 
fusing for NU members, including his statements on modernization. According to 
him, the modernization mentioned by Abdurrahman Wahid can result in changes in 
the traditional attitude of the NU. 


Fachrurazy stated: "This is because of the traditional attitude of the NU, which 
has always been oriented to the Mazahibul Arba'ah (Four Principles--editor's 
note). This has led the NU to protect and to seek to develop its followers." 


Therefore, Fachrurazy believes that the statement by Abdurrahman Wahid, in addi- 
tion to disturbing NU members, also tends to turn them into political loafers. 


Regarding the decision of the NU National Congress on returning to the Declaration 
of 1926, in his view the implementation of this step is not yet complete. For 
example, there is the NU leadership structure at present which still continues to 
use the position of secretary general. 
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Fachrurazy said: "If the NU really returns to the Declaration of 1926, the post of 
secretary general should not exist." 


By continuing to maintain the position of secretary general, he said, the princi- 
pal authority is the Tanfidzah [Executive] and not the Syuriah [Advisory Coun- 
cil] as provided in the Declaration of 1926. 





Even more surprising, according to Fachrurazy, is the decision to abolish the 
position of general chairman but, on the other hand, to continue to maintain the 
post of secretary general. In tiiat way, in terms of the structure, of the two 
positions of general chairman and secretary general it is the secretary general 
who has the most power. 


5170 
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JPRS-SEA-85-036 
21 February 1985 


MALAYSIA 


VOMD REVIEWS SRV ‘AGGRESSION’ AGAINST CAMBODIA 
BK291714 (Clandestine) Voice of Malayan Democracy in Malay 1215 GMT 28 Jan 85 
[Talks on current events: "Vietnam Is Very Isolated in the United Nations"] 


[Summary] Last year, the 39th session of the UN General Assembly again 
accepted the credentials of the CGDK without a vote and passed a resolution 
calling on Vietnam to withdraw all its troops from Cambodia with 110 countries 
in favor and 22 opposed. This has once again shown irrefutably that the 
Cambodian people's war against Vietnam is gaining broad support from the 
international community and that the Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia is 
condemned countries and peoples that uphold justice. 


As a result of its serious defeat on the Cambodian battlefield and sharp 
internal contradiction, the Vietnamese ruling clique has been concentrating on 
diplomatic efforts abroad in addition to intensifying its war of aggression 
against Cambodia. In July 1984, Le Duan called for more economic exchanges 
between Vietnam and foreign countries. Prior to the 39th General Assembly 
session, he himself visited India, where he asked the Indian prime minister to 
exert influence on other countries on the Cambodian issue. Vietnamese Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach visited a number of countries to put forth new propo- 
sals on Cambodia, which can be summed up as follows: 





"First, Vietnam is prepared to accept a proposal on the dispatch of an inter- 
national peacekeeping force to Cambodia. Second, Vietnam is prepsred to 
accept the good offices of a third country in seeking peace, and Japan may 
become a mediator if it stands neutral. Third, a Southeast Asian peace con- 
ference is to be jointly held by three Indochinese countries and ASEAN. Fourth, 
a 15-unation [figure and countries as heard] international conference is to 

be held to discuss the Cambodian issue with the participation of three 
Indochinese countries, the six ASEAN countries, the United States, the Soviet 
Union, China, Britain, and France. Fifth, Vietnam is prepared to withdraw 
most of its troops within a period of 5 to 10 years, even through the 
Cambodian issue cannot be resolved politically, and so on. “However, interna- 
tional public opinion--inside and outside the United Nations--criticized 
Nguyen Co Thach's proposals as soon as they had been issued. The Thai 
Government believes that the so-called Vietnamese proposals are nothing but 

an effort to generate trust in Vietnam's sincerity in seeking peace. fhe 
Philippine foreign minister also pointed out that these proposals are 
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imaginatively designed to win over internationel opinion. The Chinese repre- 
sentative [to the United Nations] pointed out that Vietnam's offer of dialogue 
and new proposals for an international conference have only demonstrated that, 
being unable to destroy the strength of the Cambodian resistance forces mili- 
tavily, Vietnam must achieve its objectives through various political tricks. 
Vietnam has no desire to withdraw all its troops. Considering that 6 years is 
not enough time to subdue Cambodia, it will continue to occupy the country. 
CGDK President Prince Norodom Sihanouk pointed out that Nguyen Co Thach's 
tricky proposals are designed to persuade the international community to 
recognize the Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia and the puppet regime in Phnom 
Penh. 


"This also means that Vietnam is entirely unwilling to accept the UN deci- 
sions on the Cambodian issue. Faced with Vietnam's stubborness and arrogance, 
the Cambodian patriotic fighters and their coalition government have no alter- 
native but to continue their armed struggle. Prior to the UN General Assembly 
session, Nguyen Co Thach proposed through the French minister for external 
relations to Prince Norodom Sihanouk that he himself negotiate with Vietnam 
and the Phnom Penh puppet regime. However, the Democratic Kampuchean 
president rejected this proposal. The Thai foreign minister considered this 
Vietnamese plot nothing but an attempt to cause confusion in ASEAN and break 
up the anti-Vietnamese Cambodian coalition government by pitting one against 
another." 


It is interesting to note that Nguyen Co Thach tried hard to woo Japan. In 
principle, Japan stands by ASEAN, but it also expresses its readiness to serve 
as a bridge between Vietnam and ASEAN. Consequently, Nguyen Co Thach tried to 
obtain Japanese support while he was in Tokyo. His efforts, however, ended in 
failure when Japan refused to extend economic aid to Hanoi while the 
Vietnamese troops are still in Cambodia. Infuriated by the Japanese attitude, 
the Vietnamese foreign minister then accused Tokyo of colluding with the 
United States and China and attacked China's just stand on Cambodia. He even 
made the blatant slander that the Cambod‘an issue cannot be resolved due to 
ASEAN obstruction and an imaginary Chinese threat. 


In 1984, Vietnam found itself further isolated in the United Nations. More 
countries supported the Cambodian people's just struggle against the 
Vietnamese aggression and occupation. They demanded that Vietnam immediately 
withdraw all its troops from Cambodia. 


CSO: 4213/135 
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21 February 1985 


MALAYSIA 


RESTRUCTURING OF NATIONAL RICE BOARD ANNOUNCED 





Kuala Lumpur BERITA MINGGU in Malay 30 Dec 84 p 1 


[Article by Zaini Zainuddin: "Goal of Restructuring the LPN Is To Make It 
Self-Supporting" ] 


[Excerpts] Kuala Lumpur, Saturday [29 December]--Tan Sri Basir Ismail, chair- 
man of the National Paddy and Rice Institute (LPN), today announced a huge re- 
organization of that institution's management which involves the appointment 
of new officials and changes and restructuring of its business operations. 


The purpose of the reorganization is to create an institutional structure that 
is more suitable to its operations and one that can be fully self-supporting. 


"With this reorganization, the LPN will be assured of enough money to purchase 
imported rice without having to borrow money from the government while it can 
pay more attention to domestic paddy and rice purchase activities," he affirmed. 


Positions Still Vacant 





Tan Sri Basir announced the appointment of Mr Shaharuddin Harun, former Insur- 
ance board chairman, as the chairman of the new LPN board, replacing Haji Is- 
mail Shamsuddin. 


The positions of certain officials in other sections, he said, will also be 
changed, but he was reluctant to say anything further on this matter. 


It is understood that the final report on the new organization was prepared by 
Mr Shamsuddin Osman. 


The LPN accounts, Tan Sri Basir said, have improved and have been strengthened 
with changes made in its accounting system approved by the minister, chief comp- 
troller, and the Treasury since 1981. 


Tan Sri Basir explained that the LPN was forced to move its bank accounts from 
the Bumiputera [indigenous persons] Bank to Malayan Bank to obtain a higher 
rate of interest to cover the losses incurred in 1981. The LPN lost M$100 mil- 
lion in that year. 











The move apparently benefited the LPN because it realized a surplus of M$102 
million this year, he explained. 


Tan Sri Basir added that the LPN did not close all of its accounts but held de- 
posits in a number of banks that offered higher interest rates and offered less 
expensive financing for purchases in accordance with the Treasury register. 


At this time, he said, the Islamic Bank offers the best financing for LPN 
purchases. 


Tan Sri Basir said the LPN opened accounts for each of its 28 paddy complexes. 
Formerly, their funds were held in one account. 


"Last year we found the LPN complexes lost M$60 million but now that they have 
their own accounts, losses were reduced to M$15 million by October of this year, 
and it is expected that their account positions will be better next year," he 
remarked. 


6804 
CSO: 4213/124 


21 

















JPRS-SEA-85-036 


21 February 1985 


MALAYSIA 


NEED FOR ISLAMIC EDUCATION DESCRIBED 
Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA in Malay 21 Dec 84 p 8 
{Editorial: "Danger of Neglecting Islamic Education"1 


[Text] Leading figures in the Islamic world today have been disregarding the 
need to call for the restoration of the glory of Islam, the creation of greater 
unity in the Islamic community, and improvment of its standard of living and 
education. This is needed to heighten regard for Islam and the resiliency of 
Muslias in an increasingly unstable world. 


Problems faced by the Islamic community in the 20th century were discussed in 
the meeting held by foreign ministers of Islamic countries in North Yemen re- 
cently and also in an Asian and Pacific Council meeting held in Malaysia. 


Fostering unity, of course, is very important but even more pressing perhaps 
is the deteriorating understanding of Islamic principles and the weak devotion 
to Islam and brotherhood of its adherents. 


Unfortunately the Islamic community cannot be reinvigorated immediately. This 
must be done gradually, depending on whatever changes can be made and whatever 
opportunity exists for making such changes. 


In Malaysia, for instance, the application of Islamic values in various ven- 
tures perhaps is viewed as being too late, but what is being and what will con- 
tinue to be done aims at achieving tangible results. 


The Islamic Bank is a pioneering attempt toward establishing an Islamic econo- 
mic system, and the Islamic University established to increase the number of 
Islamic scholars and intellectuals is achieving results. 


These accomplishments should be revealed so that members of the Islamic commu- 
nity in other countries can see and be fully convinced that Malaysia is not on- 
lycapable of but is carrying out what others are saying about exalting the 
glory of Islam and the regard of Muslims for Islam in line with Malaysia's ca- 
pability to do so. 


The weak spirit of Islam and devotion to Islam expressed through strong ties 
of brotherhood may not be achieved if the understanding of Islamic principles 
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of Muslims themselves is impaired. Accurate knowledge of Islamic principles 
may not be gained except through an Islamic education. 


So, the application of Islamic values and heightened understanding of Islamic 
principles require a broad education, one that encompasses the boundaries of 
the region in which the Islamic religion prevails. 


Things done by Islamic groups, one after another, that exceed the bounds of 
propriety are done because of a low level of understanding of Islamic princi- 
ples. 


There would be no disputes or hostility if every Muslim followed Islamic teach- 
ings 100 percent or if he, his family, and Muslim groups were more attracted 

to devotion to Islam than to political philosophies that are influenced by 
worldly interests. 
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21 February 1985 


MALAYSIA 


OIL PRODUCTION TO BE CUT 
Government Supports OPEC 
Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 27 Dec 84 p 1 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, Wednesday [26 December ]--The government today announced 
that it had decided beginning next year to cut crude oil production by 40,000 
barrels a day, or about 9 percent of current total production, in support of 
the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). 


At the same time, Mr Daim Zainuddin, minister of finance, expressed the hope 
that Malaysia's step would be supported by other producer nations to stabilize 
oil prices. 


In his brief statement this afternoon, the minister said the government be- 
lieves in OPEC and what it is fighting for. It must be supported because the 
world market price for crude oil has been under some pressure for the past few 
months. 


"As a sign of unity with OPEC nations, the government has taken the decision 
to cut crude oil production by 40,000 barrels a day in 1985 rather than pro- 
ducing what had been planned for that year," he clarified. 





Malaysia now produces 440,000 barrels of oil a day and planned to raise produc- 
tion to 450,000 barrels a day next year. With the government's decision, Ma- 
laysia's 1985 crude oil production will total 410,000 barrels a day. 


National income thereby will be reduced by $1.16 million or M$2.78 billion a 
day. 





Pressure 


According to the Finance Ministry's 1984-85 Economic Report presented to par- 
liament in October, crude oil production was calculated to rise by 2.3 percent 
to 450,000 barrels a day from this year's 440,000 barrels a day. 


The average rate of production for Malaysian crude oil in 1983 was 383,000 bar- 
rels a day. 
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Because of pressures felt in the world market, Mr Daim said, several producer 
nations who are members of OPEC and some non-member nations sold their oil at 
a price lower than the benchmark price of $29 (M$69.60) per barrel for Saudi 
light oil. 


"The government feels OPEC and what it is fighting for must be supported and 
hopes this step will be supported by other oil-producing countries to stabilize 
the price," he said. 


In the meeting held in Geneva last October, OPEC reached agreement to cut oil 
production by 1.5 million barrels a day, from the 17.5 million barrels a day 
agreed upon by that organization in March 1983. 


Meanwhile, the ministerial meeting of the 13 OPEC nations held in Geneva last 
week appealed to Norway and Britain not to drop their crude oil price because 
this would impair the structure of the world market. 


Editorial Endorses Government's Decision 
Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 28 Dec 84 p 10 


[Text] A serious dispute which has existed in the very complex international 
oil politics but of which no one was aware, is the conflict of interest be- 
tween oil exporting countries, most of whom are developing countries, and im- 
porting countries, most of whom are advanced nations of the West. Since the 
eruption of the energy crisis at the end of 1973, initiated by Islamic nations 
that were members of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, the 
conflict has become more serious. The Islamic nations took this step because 
the United States clearly favored Israel in that year's Arab-Israeli war. 


Since the influence of Arab Islamic nations was so strong in OPEC, non-Islamic 
and non-Arab member nations of that organization were forced to go along with 
cutting oil production. This created an oil shortage and the price tripled. 
The world economy was seriously affected. The economic recession occurred be- 
cause countries were suddenly forced to pay prices that were threefold higher 
for imported oil. It also proved the effectiveness of oil as a political wea- 
pon. However, for developing countries that had oil resources the OPEC move 
was an eye-opener. Oil production contracts with international oil companies 
of the West were renegotiated, giving greater control over their oil to pro- 
ducing countries. These giant companies suddenly lost power. Western anger 
toward developing nations which produced and exported oil became more evident. 


Although, with dirty looks, the West accepted the sovereignty of producer na- 
tions over their oil resources, advanced nations continued to threaten and 
chastize Third World oil-exporting countries. The rapid expansion of oil and 
gas production in the United States, Canada, and North Sea was not accidental. 
It was planned to discourage and ultimately topple OPEC and Third World ex- 
porting countries. The West now is even more determined to chastize Islamic 
oil-exporting countries because it is concerned that Islamic political upris- 
ings now occurring in almost all Islamic nations will damage its interests. 

If Islamic nations that became rich from oil and gas exports are being liber- 
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ated from the economic chains of the West because of new power gained from the 
Islamic uprisings, it will be difficult to avoid Islamic-Christian conflict 

in international relations dominated by the West. This is greatly feared by 
the West. 


Although many factors affect the world oil market, the factor of an Islamic- 
Western conflict should not be ignored out of hand. In this light, we must con- 
sider th: government's decision to cut oil production by 40,000 barrels from 
the amount planned for next year. It represents our support of OPEC in its at- 
tempt to stabilize the oil price which has now dropped below the OPEC bench- 
mark price of $29 per barrel. In addition to the reluctance of Iran, Libya, 

and Nigeria, three OPEC member nations, to bide by the production quota, the 
reduced price for North Sea oil has caused the price to drop in the past few 
months. The price of Arab light oil fell from $27.70 a barrel on the London 
spot market on 24 August to $27.45 on 24 December. 


Although Malaysia is not a member of OPEC, Mr Daim Zanuddin, finance minister, 
said this decision was taken because Malaysia believes OPEC's attempts to sta- 
bilize the oil market must be supported. Let us hope that support from a non- 
member nation like Malaysia will open the eyes of OPEC member nations who are 
still obdurate. We shall lose a great deal of revenue with the drop in pro- 
duction. However, if we are able to manage with a temporary drop in produc- 
tion, it is wise to do this because an unstable oil market is bad for us. In 
the present weak market situation, we would be forced to sell more oil in or- 
der to obtain steady earnings. This step perhaps would not be necessary if we 
could gain sufficient revenue from other sources. 


6804 
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NEW ZEALAND 


GOVERNMENT CONFIDENCE IN ECONOMY, POSSIBLE DOLLAR FLOAT VIEWED 
Christchurch THE PRESS in English 7 Jan 85 p 16 


[Text] New Zealanders have been given an opportunity to vote with their 
money, to show whether they believe this country's currency is valued 
reasonably well in its relationship with other currencies. That should be 
one effect of the change announced by the Government late last year in the 
regulations that control investment abroad by New Zealanders. For the 
first time in 50 years controls on investment abroad have been removed, 


People who believe that this country's dollar is still over-valued in spite 
of the 20 percent devaluation after the General election are able now to 
move their money into investments abroad. If they are right and the New 
Zealand dollar falls further, such investors will gain provided that their 
foreign investments are sound. Conversely, those who believe that New 
Zealand's dollar has reached its lowest level should be canny enough to 
keep their money in New Zealand. Even if they want to invest abroad, they 
will be tempted to wait until the New Zealand dollar is revalued, or per- 
mitted to move upwards. 


If that happens, New Zealand money will go further and buy more in other 
countries. What the Government has done is to make possible the "flight 

of capital" that was spoken of--but which did not happen--on the eve of the 
big devaluation. The gamble is that the dollar is now se low and will go 
no lower, so that flight--now possible--has lost its attraction. 


Overseas investors, from countries where free movement of currency has been 
permitted, have made clear their feelings about the New Zealand dollar in 
the last few months. Capital has flowed into New Zealand, stimulating the 
share market and helping to fill public and private loans that offer high 
rates of interest by world standards. Foreign investors have thus given 

a vote of confidence in the devaluation of the New Zealand dollar as well 
as responding to interest rates prevailing here. Their belief is that, if 
New Zealand's exchange rate is altered again by decree or by a float of the 
currency, it can only go up. 


Implications of the new arrangements for investment abroad have still to 


be assessed by most New Zealanders. Those contemplating a coup on the 
New York stock exchange for instance, might like to reflect that shares in 
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major American companies are generally priced much higher than those quoted 
for New Zealand shares on the New Zealand stock exchange. General Motors 
shares, for instance, trade at present around $US76--or $NZ160 each. A 
parcel of 100 shares would cost about $NZ16,000. Those who fancy buying a 
small holiday house in Switzerland rather than in Akaroa, will face a bill 
of about 150,000 Swiss Francs ($NZ120,000), with local mortgages available 
at 6.5 percent. 


One likely result of the new arrangements may be to make it easier for 
foreign companies to persuade New Zealand shareholders and the Government 
to accept take-over offers. Until now, a company making a take-over had to 
pay out New Zealand shareholders in New Zealand currency. Under the new 
arrangements, it may be possible to offer New Zealanders shares in the 
foreign company making the take-over instead. No money needs to change 
hands now that there are no restrictions on New Zealanders owning (and 
buying and selling) shares in foreign companies using New Zealand currency. 





This may have an important practical application in the next few weeks. 
The Government has stopped a take-over bid for one of New Zealand's largest 
companies. Alex Harvey Industries by the Australian conglomerate A.C.I. 
which had offered $NZ3 for each Alex Harvey share. Now A.C.I. could offer 
its own shares and argue that instead of buying up a New Zealand asset it 
was offering New Zealanders a stake in a bigger company that would still 
include their Alex Harvey interests. The offer of overseas shares as 
payment or part payment for a New Zealand asset is a new attraction to 
shareholders here. Hitherto, they could not have freely traded in newly 
acquired overseas shares; they could only sell them and repatriate the 
funds. Now they will have access to the overseas funds. 


Such possibilities are early indications that New Zealand may be moving 

into a more mature and sophisticated relationship with the international 
business and financial community. It is a measure of the Government's 
confidence in the economy and in the good sense of New Zealand investors, 
that regulations are being whittled down. Provided that there is no sudden 
outflow of New Zealand investment funds and none seems likely at the pre- 
sent low exchange rate, the New Zealand dollar may well be permitted, before 
long, to find its own level of value in the international financial markets. 
High interest rates in New Zealand will also help to steady any outflow of 
capital. 


This step--to float the dollar--could well be self-policing once the freedom 
of movement of investment money is established. If the New Zealand dollar 
rises in value in relation to other currencies, New Zealanders will have a 
greater incentive to invest abroad because investments will be cheaper in 
New Zealand dollars. At the same time, the return from earnings will be 
lower in New Zealand dollars, though many investors will be more interested 
in access to the foreign exchange that the investments earn. 
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Freeing overseas investment is a bold concept and a seemingly unlikely 
measure for a Labour Government to take in a country long accustomed to 
financial controls from all Governments. In the last resort, New Zealand's 
economic success and maturity can be measured only without the cushion of 
regulations. This, however, is not necessarily the acceptable or necessary 
measure of an economy's success. Few countries are entirely without some 
control of the flow of momey across their borders; all can introduce 
controls when they are called for. The New Zealand Government knows that 
this new freedom may be temporary and may be withdrawn at a moment's notice. 
A small economy, exposed to big financial tides, will always have to be 
alert. Changes in prices, including interest rates, abroad could confound 
the Government's passion for economic freedom. A substantial flight of 
foreign capital from New Zealand could upset the plan overnight. 


CSO: 4200/488 
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NEW ZEALAND 


LANGE CITES PRESSURE PROMPTING U.S.-USSR TALKS 
Christchurch THE PRESS in English 2 Jan 84 p 4 


[Text] NZPA-AAP Canberra-—-New Zealand did not seek to have a strike capacity 
or to be defended by nuclear weapons, said the Prime Minister, Mr Lange, 


yesterday. 


"We are not going to have nuclear weapons in New Zealand and we are not going 
to learn to love the bomb,” he said on Channel Nine's television programme, 


“Today.” 


He said the United States had assured New Zealand that it would not impose 
trade or economic sanctions over the nuclear ships issue, and he had told 
the Americans that the New Zealand policy was not directed against the Amer- 


ican Navy. 
Mr Lange said conventional vessels would be welcome. 


He added that New Zealand would not change its opposition to visits by nuclear 
armed or powered ships. 


Pressure for nuclear disarmament and de-escalation of the arms race had become 
so powerful it had finally brought the Soviets and the Americans to the negoti- 
ating table, he said. 


"It would be an awful irony if at the time when the climate for running arma- 
ments down is just builidng up, my Government should decide to change its 
stance and welcome nuclear weapons to New Zealand,” he said. “The Government 
simply is not going to do that.” 


Mr Lange said he believed that Australia understood New Zealand's position on 
A.N.Z.U.S., just as New Zealand understood Australia's position. 


New Zealand had a different history, he said. Australia had a different de- 
fence structure and had bases from other countries, he said. 


"I don't expect them to conform to our position but I know that they will be 
anxious to talk with us, in their own right as Australia, and not as some 
messenger of another country,” he said. 


CSO: 4200/472 
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Christchurch THE PRESS in English 4 Jan 85 p 9 


[Article by Hugh Stringleman |] 


[Text } 





itp aus tl bine 


1. Liyaa gtat* 
ii Ha -b i a a i th 
itt aT Hy ie AD 


ut 


31 


i bt 27g il LPs Ber OP juaip 
fill hata Uti ae oe ile ie 


ih ta lite 

















if 
f i 


Houle 


gbae* 
eaf 


ii 


engage: a1: 
aaa a iit 
i PHA ri te 


tt hE 
iit i 


—~ att 3 


He hit 1 





iaiele 
THE 


Hite 


iil 


tT 


rater djntglt 1 lk | 


i 


iaity 


sei 


bi 


aE * i igi 


lll 

is Phi iE 

1 ee Pe 
ata i s 

1 Pana 

bet Pell Tt 


a pete 


RHF ule if 


4200/472 


cso: 


32 








JPRS-SEA-85-036 
21 February 1985 
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GOVERNMENT REJECTS CALL FOR NUCLEAR-FREE ZONE LAW 





Labor Youth Urges Legislation 
Christchurch THE PRESS in English 7 Jan 85 p l 


[Text] Labour Youth, the youth wing of the Labour Party, has called on 
the Government to introduce anti-nuclear legislation when Parliament 
reconvenes next month. 


Such legislation was seen as an important priority, said the president of 
Labour Youth, Mr Callum Reid. 


"Although there is no doubt as te the Government's strength of commitment 
to Labour's anti-nuclear policy, «erbal promises must be backed by legis- 
lative action," he said yesterday. "An act of Parliament will clearly 
demonstrate to our A.N.Z.U.S. partners and to the international community 
that New Zealand's anti-nuclear stance is not merely a policy of a Labour 
Government but a law of the New Zealand people. 


"That law, unlike a policy, is not negotiable," said Mr Reid. 


Subsequent Governments would not be able to change the law without the 
sanction of Parliament. 


He said that such an act would provide for a process of verification where 
vessels which visited New Zealand could be checked for nuclear weapons. 


"Such a process of verification may be necessary if the Government allows 
American vessels to visit New Zealand ports this year," he said. 


A certain degree of flexibility was possible within such legislation. 


"The legitimate use of small quantities of radioactive material in 
hospitals and research institutions could still be permissible. 


"Labour Youth can see no real difficulty or reason for delay in drafting 
and introducing such a bill.” 
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A private member's bill introduced by Mr Richard Prebble when he was in 
Opposition in June and which had been defeated on its first reading could be 
a useful model for new legislation, said Mr Reid. 


The legislation should cover nuclear-powered vessels as well as nuclear 
weapons, he said. 


Legislation Not Priority 
Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 9 Jan 85 p 9 
[Text] A New Zealand nuclear-weapons-free zone is already Government 
policy, so formal legislation is unnecessary at this stage, according to 
the Prime Minister, Mr Lange. 
He told NZPA last night that Government policy banning nuclear weapons from 
New Zealand meant that the introduction of legislation formalising the ban 
was not a high priority. 
However, such legislation would be introduced "when appropriate." 


"If we needed legislation to give effect to our policy, then that legis- 
lation would be a priority. 


Effective 
"But we can give effect to our policy without that legislation," he said. 


Mr Lange said he did not expect to see a bill on the subject introduced 
in the first half of this year. 


He said he thought the first parliamentary session of 1985 would sit at 
least until the end of March. 


Anti-nuclear groups have accused the Government of giving in to US pressure 
by delaying the introduction of legislation. 


The New Zealand Nuclear Free Zone Committee said yesterday: 


"The nuclear-free New Zealand promise was an important reason for Labour's 
landslide election victory and the main reason for favourable worldwide 
publicity and praise for New Zealand's courageous peace initiative. 


"Further delays in legislation will appear to be capitulation to US 
pressures.” 


Mr Lange last night dismissed the claims as incorrect. He said: "Anti- 
nuclear groups have got their cake, eaten it and I don't intend to give 
them the icing." 


CSO: 4200/488 








JPRS-SEA-85-036 
21 February 1985 


NEW ZEALAND 


REPORTAGE ON, REACTION TO LANGE STATE OF NATION ADDRESS 
Recovery To Take Two Years 
Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 7 Jan 85 pp 1, 16 


[Text] New Zealanders can expect little improvement in their standard of 
living this year or next year, says the Prime Minister, Mr Lange. 


In a state of the nation address to the Whakatane Rotary this afternoon-- 
his first since becoming Prime Minister--Mr Lange said he knew there were 
many people who had already borne 4a great deal because they expected an 
improvement in the future. 


"That improvement will come, but it will not come this year or next. Our 
standard of living cannot improve until we have made the adjustments we 
need to earn our living." 


Mr Lange said the Government's economic objectives were the full employment 
of 11 resources, sustainable economic growth, price stability, balance in 
external accounts and a fair distribution of income. 





These objectives would not be easy to achieve, but they were attainable. 


"We are not going to have an economic recovery this year or next, but 
economic recovery there is going to be." 


Mr Lauge said the recent recovery in the world economy would slow this 

year as growth slowed in the United States. Commentators were divided on 
the prospects for growth in the US economy, but the bulk of informed opinion 
held that a transition to a slower and steadier rate of growth was under way. 


That was critical for the world economy and it was critical for New Zealand's 
recovery. 


Mr Lange predicted that New Zealand's current account deficit, standing at 


more than $2.1 billion for the current financial year, would improve 
sharply. 
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The deficit would fall to less than $1.2 billion in 1985-86 as a result of 
the devaluation and associated measures. 


Exports would continue to grow, but the Government expected growth in 
imports to slow and then fall by more than 4 percent in 1985-86. 


The deficit in payments and credits on invisibles would continue to 
deteriorate. The flow of private credit into New Zealand was expected 
to slow as a result of downward pressure on interest rates. 


Net official overseas borrowing was forecast to fall to zero in 1985-86. 
On that basis, official overseas debt was forecast to rise to $14.6 
billion at June 30, 1985 and remain at that figure at June 30, 1986. 


Forecasts suggested that real gross domestic product would grow by about 

4 percent this financial year and by 0.5 percent in 1985-86. The fall in 
domestic demand was expected to be offset by a strong contribution from the 
external side so that overall activity was maintained at round the current 
high level. 


Mr Lange said consumer spending was expected to slow and turn down after 
the March quarter this year and continue into 1986. 


The increase in consumer prices was likely to reach its peak when the 
budget price increases and the effects of devaluation had flowed through 
in the March or June quarters this year, and fall away after that. 


Mr Lange said factors working against any re-acceleration of inflation were 
increased access for imports, weakening domestic demand, the effect of 
reasonable wage rounds and the impact of inflationary expectations of 

the reduction on the fiscal deficit. 


Unemployment was expected to continue to grow but at a slower rate. 
Unemployment was not expected to rise with the natural increase in the 
labour force probably being offset by a net migration outflow. 


Mr Lange said what was essentially happening in the economy was that while 
national income was expected to grow slightly, national expenditure was 
expected to fall. 


"As a country we shall have moved closer to living within our means at the 
same time as we are shifting the resources which will enable us to enhance 
our income in the future.” 


Open 


Mr Lange said he did not underestimate the economic difficulties which the 
year would bring, but the Government was determined to be as open as it 
could about the real costs and benefits of the changes taking place. 
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"When it does that it allows itself to be measured by the sternest test of 
all which is fairness. We may not always pass the test but that is our 
measure and that is the standard we shall do our best to reach." 


Mr Lange said the process of change was essential if New Zealand was to 
recover. The Government was determined to persist in that policy because 
it was convinced that there was an overwhelming will in New Zealand not to 
resist that change, but to welcome it. 


Mr Lange said the process of change carried with it the great opportunity 
to make decisions about the kind of society that New Zealand was going to 
be in the future. 





Tomorrow's New Zealand would not be like today. Consensus politics of 
the past was essentially the resolution of the differences which occasionally 
arose between interest groups who were all beneficiaries of great prosperity. 


It involved no real change, it was easy. 


"When I was Leader of the Opposition I put forward the politics of consensus 
as the alternative to the politics of confrontation. I did not suggest it 
would be easy. In New Zealand which is in a ferment of change, it is 
dauntingly difficult.” 


Mr Lange said last year's Economic Summit marked the end of the politics 
which maintained the position of one interest group at the expense of the 
rest. That was the true importance of the summit conference; it allowed 
opinion about the development of the economy to be expressed from all 
sectors and across all interests. 


Mr Lange said the Government aimed to be fair. It acknowledged that some 
in the community might feel that they had not been properly heard, for 
example, farmers. 


Mr Lange said that with the process of change such as New Zealand was now 
undergoing it was inevitable there would be tensions in industrial rela- 
tions. 


The next wage round would be fraught with difficulty. The fall in living 
standards which had been carried this year would be hurting by then and 
business was unlikely to be in a responsive mood. 


The tripartite consultations which would precede the round were likely to 
be timed for June or July. "Before then we shall look closely at the 
structure of the talks so we are better placed to reach understanding 
between all three parties and avoid the stand-off which happened late last 
year." 
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Unions 


Mr Lange said good industrial relations were not achieved by attempting to 
weaken unions. Unions could not be expected to play a responsible part in 
the rebuilding of the economy if their worth was discounted. 


"Let me say that one of the objectives I have set myself this year is to 
meet more farmers, to see some practical farming and to broaden my own 
experience of the farm sector." 


The restoration of the unqualified preference clause was an essential 
part of the process by which trade unions were restored to their proper 
place in the mainstream of economic and social life. 


Mr Lange said some might ask why a Government which had set out to allow 
market forces to operate in areas where they did not operate before should 
decide to require individuals to join a union. 


The reason was simple. The market could not be allowed to do what it did 
badly and it would not of its own accord adequately protect the interests 
of the people who work. 


Only trade unions could do that. 


Mr Lange said economic growth did not in itself mean social justice. The 
Government's commitment to the stimulation of economic growth was under- 
pinned by its commitment to the fair distribution of income. 


That would depend on the fair distribution of the social security benefit 
system and the personal income tax system. 


Personal incomes could not be asked to carry a greater burden of taxation 
without forever destroying the incentive to earn and produce. The shift 
towards indirect taxation would broaden the tax base and would enable the 
necessary processes of fair distribution to take place without undue 
disruption. 


Mr Lange said the Government intended to remove some of the anomalies in the 
tax and benefit system in time for the 1985 budget. 


Unvoiced Inflation Worries Srothall 
Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 8 Jan 85 p 2 
[Text] No attention was paid to inflation in Mr Lange's state of the 
nation address yesterday, the New Zealand Chambers of Commerce president 
said today. 


Mr Frank Crothall said from Christhurch that the chambers could see little 
improvement in the coming year because of the economic situation. 
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"We are still anxious to see inflation come down and Mr Lange did not mention 
inflation." 


Mr Crothall said the chambers were also anxious about the intcrest rates 
being paid and would like to see them drop. 

' 
A dominion office holder for Federated Farmers, Mr Ken McDonald of Whakatane 
said they were encouraged that the Prime Miflister and senior government 
ministers were realising that traditional agricultural products were still 
badly needed. 





New Zealand Retailers’ Federation secretary Mr David Lonsdale said the 
federation recognised that it was going to take some time to bring down 
the internal deficit and balance of payment. 


He said the federation saw the retail market being very confused with 

sales being difficult in the second half of 1985 and then being artificially 
stimulated towards the end of 1985 and the first quarter of 1986 before the 
introduction of the goods and services tax. 


"The second quarter of 1986 will again be a very difficult period after the 
introduction of the goods and services tax. So retailing is not a clear 
barometer. 


"It will be complicated by the fact of goods and services tax." 
‘Things Left Unsaid' 

Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 9 Jan 85 p 14 

[Editorial: "Long View Does Not Reveal All") 


[Text] Despite the wide-ranging nature of the look into the future speech 
by the Prime Minister Mr Lange at Whakatane, lots of things were left 
unsaid. 


For instance, if an economic recovery is not going to come this year or 
next according to Mr Lange, when will it come? 


Delegates to the economic summit were told to look for ways in which the 
Government's objectives, including sustainable economic growth, could be 
achieved within 10 years. That is an extra long time in politics. It is 
also good ammunition for political opponents. Will voters have the 
patience to wait that long, trusting in receiving awards some time in the 
future? Will party members be prepared to accept the current means used 
to achieve the objectives? 


Mr Lange predicts that all political parties this year will discuss funda- 
mental questions of economic and social organisation. He stresses the 
importance of that process which allows the political parties to become a 
true expression of the wishes cf the community. 
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But what if enough members of his own party in such discussions seek to 
modify or reverse his Government's style of economic management? 


It is well known that many of his own party are angry and confused over 
the Lange Government's “more market" decisions. They will be giving vent 
to those feelings at regional and national Labour conferences. 


When Mr Lange says of political parties that they cannot cling unthinkingly 
to the policies and philosophies of the past is he talking in particular 
about followers of traditional socialist ideology in his own party? 


Mr Lange talks of an economic objective of fair distribution of income 
but does not define his interpretation of the word "fair." 


Before any money is taken from anybody to help the poor we do not know 
what account is to be taken of fair reward for factors like initiative, 
hard work, creativity, and reduced income in early years while qualifica- 
tions are earned. Fairness is more than lifting people from poverty and 
other disadvantages. 


Mr Lange correctly says personal incomes cannot carry a greater burden of 
taxation without destroying the incentive to earn and produce. Perhaps 
the task force looking into reform of welfare benefits and personal income 
tax will interpret what is meant by fairness. 


Security for a small nation like New Zealand can only come through alliance 
with more powerful allies, according to the familiar argument. Protection 
under America’s "nuclear umbrella" through our membership in Anzus is part 
of that argument. 


A contrary line by Mr Lange maintains that the proposed South Pacific 
nuclear weapons-free zone is essential to New Zealand's security. The 
region cannot be secure if it becomes the focus of strategic rivalry 
between the nuclear powers, according to Mr Lange. 


If results of Labour's economic policies are going to be some years away 
from producing economic recovery we may not have to wait so long to see 
the results of the policy on exclusion of nuclear warships. 


The six months America provided for New Zealand to work out its intentions 
is just about expired. America can choose to purposefully test our Govern- 
ment's will and the future of Anzus. That can be done by seeking permis- 
sion for a port call by a ship obviously capable of carrying nuclear arms. 


Then we can all see if the common interest is so overwhelming that differ- 


ences between three allies over nuclear we. = «an be resolved within 
Anzus as claimed. 
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BRIEFS 


DOLLAR AT ALL-TIME LOW--The New Zealand dollar hit an all-time low against 

the United States dollar when foreign exchange markets reopened today after 
the New Year break. The Reserve Bank set its trade-weighted mid-rate at 
$USO.4761 compared with a previous opening low of $US0.4793 on December 27 

and 28, 1984. Dealers said the market had virtually run out of steam and 
predicted it would be Friday before trading picked up. They said with over- 
seas markets closed for New Year's Day, rates had been influenced by the 
strength of the US dollar at the end of 1984. [Text] [Wellington THE EVENING 
POST in English 2 Jan 85 p 3] 


LAMB BARTER WITH POLAND--PA Welington--A $40 million lamb barter deal with 
Poland has been confirmed by the Meat Board. The deal involves about 18,000 
tonnes of lamb intended for use in Polish hotels and restaurants and will 
bring to New Zealand supplies of heavy industrial equipment. Sample ship- 
ments of 600 tonnes of lamb were sent to Poland earlier last year and were 
paid for with mining equipment for use at the Huntly coalfields. Future sup- 
plies of equipment will be provided for big projects and to third markets. 

The end-users of the equipment will pay the Meat Board. Mr Baden Roberts of 
Neill Cropper and Company, Ltd, who acted as the Meat Board's agent, said 

that in taking up the deal the Poles had ignored overtures from the European 
Economic Community to supply much lower-priced beef and pork. The reason was 
that the Meat Board contract offered long-term prospects rather thar one-off 
opportunity, he said. Mr. Robert said that there was potential for more barter 
trade in Europe and his company had initiated talks with three countries on 
the basis of supplying New Zealand sheepmeat. [Text] [Christchurch THE PRESS 
in English 2 Jan 85 p 2] 


NUCLEAR DEBRIS WORRIES--PA Wellington--Winds could quickly carry radioactive 
nuclear debris toward New Zealand from possible French nuclear tests at a pro- 
posed new test site in the south Indian Ocean, according to a New Zealand 
meteorologist. A senior French diplomat in Australia, Mr Bernard Ledun, 
recently nominated the French-owned islands in the remote south Indian Ocean 
sub-Antarctic waters as the next test site, possibly to be used in 10 to 15 
years time. He said the move, since denied by the French Defense Minister, 
could be forced by the likely independence of French Polynesia. France has 
used Mururoa Atoll for testing since 1966, conducting 41 atmospheric tests 

and more than 65 underground tests. The meterologist, Dr Brett Mullan of the 
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New Zealand Meterological Service said if France resited its nuclear weapon 
test site from Mururoa to the Kerguelen Islands, New Zealand would lie right 
in the path of wind-borne radioactive pollution carried by Roaring Forties 
westerlies. The suggested new site, though about 8000km west of New Zealand 
lies in a similar latitude to southern New Zealand. Dr Mullan, said any 
atmospheric nuclear debris would be mich more likely to reach New Zealand 
from the Kerguelens than from Mururoa. [Text] [Christchurch THE PRESS in 
English 4 Jan 85 p 4] 
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TEXT OF MALAYA ARTICLES ON EARLY ELECTION, KBL REBUTTAL 
"Reliable Sources’ Cited 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYACANG MALAYA in English 7 Jan 85 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Presidential elections may be held in April or May this year, two 
reliable sources told Malaya yesterday. 


One source close to the ruling party said the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan will 
discuss in caucus today the holding of synchronized local and presidential 
polls apparently because of the reported deterioration of President Marcos’ 
health. 


The source said a group of KBL solons led by MP Leonardo Perez (Nueva 
Vizcaya) will propose the synchronization of the polls within the year 
ostensibly “to put order in the crazy schedule of elections." 


The election schedule appears almost yearly as the local and presidential 
polls, scheduled for 1986 and 1987, respectively, are to be followed immedi- 
ately by the 1988 barangay elections and the 1990 parliamentary polls. 


The KBL caucus at Malacanang, to be presided by President Marcos himself, 
will “try its best" to get the approval of the synchronized polls scheme, 
the source said. 


Another Malaya source, who requested anonymity, earlier disclosed that the 
Commission on Elections was instructed last week “to get ready" for such an 
exercise, raising further the prospects of synchronized polls this year. 


The election, however, may be called even earlier than May, as predicted 
last Jan., by Unido President Salvador H. Laurel. The election may be called 
in April, or before the retirement of at least three Comelec commissioners. 


Highly reliable Malaya sources said Comelec chairman Vicente Santiago met his 
key men late last week and told them to be on the alert, as presidential 
elections would “most likely be held" this summer. 


The President's views on the polls synchronization remains a big question. 
It is not known if the ruling party will announce the results of its closed 





door discussion on the matter although a newspaper editor told Malaya that 
Malacanang has “alerted” editors of major establishment dailies for “possible 
major decisions in the caucus.” 


Earlier, former senator and opposition leader Salvador Laurel and MP Homobono 
Adaza, predicted that the President may call within this year synchronized 
local and presidential polls. 


The two opposition leaders said the polls synchronization is part of a design 
to carefully install First Lady and Human Settlements Minister Imelda Marcos 
in the presidency in what is generally believed as a last-ditch effort to 
save the falling regime from complete collapse. 


A source close to Mrs. Marcos confirmed that the First Lady “is almost certain” 
to win the presidential nomination of the KBL, saying that “she has set her 
eyes on the presidency.” 


According to the Malaycanang press office, today's KBL caucus at 10 a.m. is 
meant to “finalize the blueprint of vital national and international initi- 
atives the country will pursue in 1985." 


Among these, according to Information Minister Gregorio Cendana, are the 
Philippines’ stand on the need for the restoration of the natural environment 
for the benefit of mankind and the mechanics of implercsting the economic re- 


covery progran. 


Cendana said the caucus will be preceded by a “nvinet meeting both of which 
will be presided over by the President. 


During the Cabinet meeting, the President will receive reports of the various 
ministries on their programs of activity for this year as well as the problems 
and proposed selections to be adopted by their respective ministries. 


Both the KBL, caucus and the Cabinet meeting are being held for the first time 
this year. 


Prime Minister and concurrently Finance Minister Cesar Virata and Trade and 
Industry Minister Roberto Ongpin are expected to brief the President on the 
status of the revitalized export program while Agriculture and Food Minister 
Salvador Escudero III will discuss the productivity drive. 


Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile is expected to report on security and peace 
and order. 


On the other hand, Budget Minister Manuel Alba will line up further austerity 
measures that the government may take this year. 


.*,. 


The reports will then be discussed with the party hierarchy which, under the 
parliamentary system, is the highest advisory group to the President. 





Also to be taken up during the caucus is the party stand on issues pending 
before the Batasan which resumes its session on January 14 such as Amendment 
no. 6, the local and presidential elections, and the succession lav. 


Invited to the caucus besides members of the Cabinet are members of the 
Batasang Pambansa, regional party chairmen, provincial governors and city 
mayors, and other party leaders. 


Meanwhile, President Marcos yesterday directed Deputy Prime Minister Jose 
Rono, secretary general of the ruling Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL), to give 
top priority to the passage of the Agricultural Incentive Bill in the 1985 
legislative program of the Batasang Pambansa. 


In his instructions to Rono, the President stressed the need for an effective 
agricultural incentive system which will spur agricultural production. 


The President cited the government's recent policy of decontrolling prices of 
agricultural products as the most important incentive for agricultural produc- 
tion. 


As a result of this policy, the President said, farmers can now get better 
prices for their crops. 


The President also cited the increase in government support prices for palay 
from P2.90 to P3.35 a kilo. 


Technocrats Reject Idea 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 8 Jan 85 pp 1, 8 


[Text] President Marcos yesterday squelched speculations that the 1986 local 
and 1987 presidential elections would be synchronized this year, and said the 
polls will be held as scheduled. 


The President's recommendation was unanimously approved by the ruling 
Kilusang Bagong.Lipunan at a party caucus at Malacanang which followed a 
two-hour long Cabinet meeting the President himself had presided. 


The party said in a statement released after the caucus that “there is no 
reason to disturb the historic appointment as mandated by the Constitution for 
the people to choose their leaders.” 


Before yesterday's meeting, speculations were rife that the KBL would decide 
to call a special election in May or synchronize the local and presidential 
polls in view of what is generally regarded as the deteriorating health of 
President Marcos. 


The special polls, opposition observers had felt, would seek to install the 
First Lady Imelda Marcos as her husband's successor and keep the regime from 
crumbling completely. 
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A Malacanang statement said that the announcement that no polls would be held 
this year has “squelched the fast-track moves of the Convenor Group" which is 
preparing for special elections this May. 


The ruling party also accused the Convenors--which it labelled as "a new 
group of dubious political authority"--of violating the constitutional pro- 
vision that elections for president will be held in 1987, 


It said that the presidency, “a position that has been vested with the dig- 
nity of the sovereignty of the state” is not won by “fraud, misrepresenta- 
tion, force or deceit.” 


Elections for mayor are scheduled for January next year and the next presiden- 
tial polls will be held in June 1987. The ruling party had considered earlier 
the synchronization of the two polls and a group headed by Political Affairs 
Minister Leonardo Perez (Nueva Viz.) reportedly had made provision for this. 


Sources close to the KBL told Malaya the synchronization scheme was blocked by 
a group of technocrats who advised the President that any election “within this 
year is ill-timed" since the country has yet to recover from the current econ- 
omic crisis. 


The technocrats led by Prime Minister Cesar Virata and Industry and Trade 
Minister Roberto Ongpin, reportedly told the President the KBL would be wiped 
out at the polls because the economy has not yet moved on the upswing Malaya 
sources said. 


The technocrats also cited the government's commitment to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to undertake economic adjustments and assure payments of 
its staggering $25 billion external debt. 


Elections are said to be inflationary and if held this year, would adversely 
affect the country’s economic adjustment. 


Virata had earlier said the country has entered into an agreement with the IMF 
whereby an IMF team will monitor the country’s economic performance very three 
months. 


The agreement further says that the IMF can cut off any time the $650 million 
standby credit ‘* ‘os given last December once the government fails to enforce 
the adjustmer es contained in the government's letter of intent to the 
IMF. 


The standby credit will be given in 7 installments every quarterly: $85 
million special drawing right (SDR) for the first 6, and $105 million SDR 
for the last. 


In announcing that the 1986 local elections and the 1987 presidential elections 
will proceed as scheduled in accordance with the Constitution, the KBL majority 
also virtually froze all bills before the Batasang Pambansa calling for syn- 
chronization of elections. 
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Facing elections in 1986 will be the governors, municipal and city mayors, 
members of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan and members of the Sangguniang Pambayan. 


The Batasan will now have to pass the omnibus electoral code which will fix 
the dates of the 1986 local elections and the 1987 presidential elections. 


The caucus held out the possibility that the 1986 local election would be 
held in May, instead of January as popularly believed. 


Although the majority acknowledged the merits of the proposals to synchronize 
the elections, the President said that postponing any of the forthcoming elec- 
tons might be misinterpreted by the people as an indication that the KBL is 
suing for time before the next election. 


The President described the opposition as being “so frightened by the prospects 
of an election in 1985 that they have had to organize in Europe, Hong Kong, 

and the United States. They mst think I have recovered already, which is 
correct.” 


The KBL assailed the Convenor Group likened to as "a dictatorial bunch of 11 
presidential pretenders with a penchant for sloganeering." 


Commenting on the Convenor's proposal for the unconditional removal of 

American military bases here, Information Minister Gregorio S. Cendana said 

that it has been a basic policy of long standing to allow the existence of 

the military bases for mitual defense purposes of the Philippines and the United 
States. 


Contemporary developments in the region after the fall of Vietnam and its con- 
version into a base for the buildup of Soviet military strength in the Far 
East gave further mandate to these bases--to counter the rising Soviet pre- 
sence and therefore preserve the necessary balance of power in the region, 
Cendana added. 


Further, their removal will adversely affect our long history of friendship 
and traditional alliance with the United States, according to the Information 
Minister. 


Meanwhile, the Comelec yesterday denied knowledge of any plan to hold presi- 
dential election this year. 


Chairman Vicente M. Santiago, Jr. belied published reports that “he met his 
key men late last week and told them to be alert as presidential election 
would most likely be held this summer.” 


Santiago said he never called the officials to a meeting. He said the managers 
of the Comelec's various departments and offices went to his office “on their 
own volition” to greet him. It is traditional for the official and employees 
of the Comelec to pay a courtesy call on the chairman at the start of the New 
Year, according to the Comelec head. 
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PARTY, PAPER CRITICIZE LAUREL'S PRESIDENTIAL BID 

‘Severe’ PDP-Laban Criticism 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 7 Jan 85 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Ben Evardone] 


[Text] Bacolod City--Unido president Salvador H. Laurel's announcement that 
he would seek the presidency if a special election is called, drew severe 
criticism here from various ranking leaders of the PDP-Laban. 


PDP-Laban Luzon Council chairman Toefisto Guingona called Laurel's announce- 
ment, made two days ago in Manila, “unfortunate and divisive” which dimmed 
further the opposition's chance of putting up a common ticket against the 
ruling party. 


"His (Laurel's) announcement has widened further the disunity of the opposi- 
tion,’ Guingona said. He is one of 9 potential presidential candidates named 
by the Convenor Gropp who could be nominated to head an opposition ticket 
under the "fast-track" formula of challenging Marcos loyalists in an emergency 
election. 


Davao solon Zafiro Respicio said Laurel's declaration of his candidacy has 
left the upcoming national convention of the United Nationalist Democratic 
Organization (Unido) to choose the united opposition's standard bearer a 
“mere coronation.” 


"I thought they (Unido) are more democratic (than the Convenor Group). The 
forthcoming convention of the Unido will now be a mere coronation,” Respicio 
stressed. 


He expressed the hope, however, that the splintered political oppositon could 
still find means to unify and topple the Marcos regime. 


Laurel refused to sign a “unity pact” with with Convenor Group and the 9 presi- 
dential hopefuls during a Dec. 26 meeting on the ground that the exercise was 
not democratic and he disagreed with them on the principal of an unconditional 
removal of two United States military bases here. 
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Laurel and the National Unification Committee at the Unido instead proposed 
the holding of a national convention where all opposition groups and the var- 
ious sectors are represented. The convention, slated for Feb. 9, would pick 
the opposition standard bearer who would run against a KBL ticket, possibly 
headed by First Lady and Human Settlement minister Imelda Marcos. 


Eva Estrada Kalaw, who heads the splinter group of the Liberal Party, also 
refused to sign the "Unity Pact" and pulled out her name from the presidential 
pool on the ground the “fast-track” formla of the Convenor Group was “undemo- 
cratic." 


PDP-Laban national chairman Aquilino Pimentel, Jr., reserved comment on the 
Laurel announcements but said the Unido head's declaration of his intention 
to run is only “ordinary to politicians. It can still be changed." 


“Lauzel's statement is a political announcement. It is not decisive. There 
were candidates in the past who had withdrawn from the race," Pimentel said 
during a breakfast conference with local PDP-Laban leaders and members of 
the Baghimatuk, a lawyers group devoted to human rights cases in Bacolod. 


Pimentel said he was scheduled to meet with Laurel and ex-Sen. Ambrosio 
Padilla in Manila to discuss the various proposals regarding the Convenor 
formula for the selection of a coalesced opposition candidate. 


Defending the Convenor formula, Pimentel stressed that it was set up only as 
a response to an anticipated energency to allow opposition groups to unify 
themselves. 


Pimentel has held out the hope that the widening rift now plaguing the op- 
position would be patched up before any national election is called to replace 
the incumbent president. 

Lesser opposition leaders in Negros Province also unloaded biting tirades 
against Laurel, branding his announcement as “elitist, undemocratic and 
disastrous to the opposition efforts and unification." 


"Why is it that he has to declare his candidacy when the Unido is still set 
to hold a national convention in February to choose its potential standard 
bearer?" lawyers Renecio Espirito and Juanito Amihan of the Union of Lawyers 
for Justice, asked. 


"This is a pure and simply undemocratic gesture," they added. 


Editorial Demands Explanation 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 7 Jan 85 p 4 


[Editorial: “Laurel Must Explain Decision") 


[Text] Former NP Senator and Unido President Salvador Laurel has announced 
that he will “definitely run for the presidency to put an end to the Marcos 
dictatorship,” in an interview with Malaya last Saturday. 











This was a stunning declaration because only a few days before, he had an- 
nounced that Unido leaders would meet early in February to decide on the 
rules for the selection of the party's presidential standard bearer. 


Something crucial and impelling mst have goaded Laurel into making the 
sudden announcement, such as a decision of President Marcos to resign and 

to hold the presidential election by April where the President's wife, Imelda, 
will be the KBL bet. 


Laurel's announcement of his candidacy was undoubtedly made to preempt other 
opposition aspirants from getting the nomination--to insure that he (Laurel) 
will be the opposition bet. 


Is the Laurel announcement wise, considering that his decision was apparently 
his alone, and not made by a Unido convention, neither by the Unido's Council 
of Leaders? 


What will be the reaction of the other anti-Marcos elements--the Liberal Party, 
the PDP-Laban, the Convenor Group, and the rest? Certainly, they will say 

that Laurel's one-man decision is arbitrary and against the time-honored 
democratic practice of picking candidates by convention. This is why the 
Convenors’ Group plan has aroused so much opposition: its plan to selection 

is anti-democratic. 


There is no doubt that the former NP senator is most deserving of nomination 
by the opposition. As Unido head, he managed to convince the different anti- 
Marcos sectors into a coalition and led the campaign of the united opposition 
which culminated in the election of 59 candidates to the National Assembly, 
against terrific odds. 


There is likewise no doubt that Laurel's Unido has a trump card. As the 
dominant opposition party, the Unido will be entitled to an inspector in all 
voting centers throughout the country. 


But his sudden announcement that he will run is disconcerting. It may lead to 
the permanent fragmentation of the opposition, in which case the KBL will 
easily walk away with the presidential election. 

Laurel must explain the reasons behind his sudden decision. He must placate 
the other opposition leaders. If he cannot win over these leaders, then he 
should reconsider his decision and let a convention do the choosing. 


Otherwise, goodbye presidential election. 


CSO: 4200/467 
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PC COMMANDER CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT ‘OVERREACTION' TO DISSENT 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 7 Jan 85 pp 1, 6 
[Article by Greg 0. Refraccion] 


[Text] Balanga, Bataan,-- The newly-assigned PC provincial commander here has 
criticized the government's over-reaction against those who opposed its 
policies. 


Lt. Col. Jose Andaya, who replaced Col. Cesar I. Alvarez, told newsmen after 
the turnover ceremony the other day that there is something wrong with the 
government's drive against insurgency. 


"If a person voices out his grievances against a certain policy, the govern- 

ment is quick to tag him or her as a subversive," Andaya noted. According to 
him, the people should be given more leeway in airing their gripes as this is 
a healthy democratic practice. 


Andaya, an alumnus of the Philippine Military Academy class 1967, said that 
he will adopt a new approach to counteract insurgent activities in Bataan. 


The primary objective of his command, he said, is to put an end to the re- 
ported widespread terroristic activities by subversives in some parts of the 
province. 


"If we can control the subversives, the rest is easy," he pointed out. 


The new provincial commander refused to divulge the strategy he has adopted 
in the counter-insurgency drive, but assured newsmen that the same humanistic 
and legalistic approach successfully implemented by Col. Alvarez would be 
maintained. 





He said he favors a continuous dialogue with people from all walks of life 
in an atmosphere of freedom and where various viewpoints and sntiments could 
be expressed without fear of reprisal. 
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TREATISE URGES ‘VIGOROUS RIECREATION' OF CONTEMPOTARY SOCINTY 
Quezon City THE DILIMAN REVIEW in Enelish Vo! 32 No 6 Nov-Dec 54 pp 3-11 


{Article by A. R. Magno: “Chaos In Search of a Paradizm." Article illustrated 
by various line drawings and photos of striking, workers, marchers carryings, ban- 
ners and posters, civilians brandishins guns and bladed weapons, police in riot 
gear, and people wavins clenched-fist salutes; a typical slosan reads: Boy- 
cott U.S.-Marcos Elections.’ |} 


[Text] New societies cannot but be born from the womb of old societies. And 
societics brought to life by the conscious intervention of men into the fiux 

of historical events mst. by necessity, be created from circumstances carricd 
by the past to the present. From the plhenomenolopica! debris adrift in the old 
historical stream, reformers and revolutionaries build the political dam that 
shall turn the tide with finality and redirect the flow of the socio-historical 
process towards a new future, a venuinely new society. 


So that the future shall not be a pathetic caricature of its immediate past, 
the present needs to be vigorously recreated. Such recreation can be done 
only after impregnating, old situations with a new understanding, discovering 
new meanings in the turn of events and apprectating the potentials, for 
transcendence, innate to the dynamic of current circumstances. The future 
will have to be uncovere! from the present--and that uncovering is precondi- 
tional to the adequate praxis of transtormative strupple. 


Tue More Things Chane... 


Une year after the Aquino assassination unleashed tidal waves of popular pro 
test, it appears af if the conficuration of political forces in Philippine 
society is still very much as it was before blood splattered the tarmac and 
incradicably stained an already inglorious epoch. 


The sharp drop in the credibility of the ruliny Laction and the rapid erosion 
of its le, itimacy in the popular wind has not substantially scraped away the 
royime’s democratic sentiment, The drastically varrowed range of political 
options open to the ruling faction resulting from the most severe crisis of 
Philippine capitalism has not been converted into visible assets by the anti 
Marcos and democratic forces, assets that may be utilized to influence rer im 
behaviour and cause popularly beneficial concessions. 
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It is invitin, to conclude that, though the Last twelve months of tumult, the 
ruling faction has cleverly crossed the tightrope between the totterin:, economy 
and the buficttin:, winds of popular protest, hedging on its diminished politi- 
cal capital and pluy;in, Leaks in the Cinancial dikes, combining with «reat 
precision boti: repression and concessiouw to avert the final precipitation of 

a tense political atmosphere, and cifectively orchestratin;, both rearsuard 

aud remedial actions to prevent the economy from falling, throuch. 


After twelve hectic woatihs, the authoritarian reyime installed twelve years 
ago through the imposition of martial law is still definitely (although now, 
more precariously) in place. The last strip of confetti has yet to [all alon; 
Ayala Avenue and the battle Lines are swore clearly drawn: but it appears lihe 
the combatants luve beat each other to a mutual state of stupor und the poli- 
tical situation is fast settlin: tnato « protracted stalemate that can only be 
broken by some historical accident of srand scale. 


The rallies have increasingly taken on the ambience of rituals. The parlia- 
mentary opposition had been efiectively contained and relerated to mere voliti- 
cal sniping. The repressive responses vf the resime is coldly calibrate’! so 
that the political boat does not rock too mich in the midst of an ceononic 
storm. The armed revolutionary resistance is “ept constantly off-balance by 
selective but comprehensive military counteraction. The trade unions are kept 
from effectively consolidatin, into a potent political factor. The middle 
classes are allowed to lct off harmless steam. No political force nor faction 
is in any immediate position to gain decisive advantage. The ceneral politi- 
cal confiruration is mich starker but hasically intact, the alliances anil 
alienments basically the same. 


Tae political situation for the moment invites affirmation of the French 
aphorism: the more thinss change, the more they remain the samc. 


Such a situation demands, at the same time, a fundawental rcethinkine of as-~- 
suuptions, premises and paradi:ms. 


Recycling the Old Order 


The cegime's efforts at ‘crisis manasement" over the last few months may count 
as a classic study in political survival and regime preservation. 


The crisis of neocolonial capitalism «ripping the Philippine economy tis of 
profound scale. And tie crisis had benun to feed on itself. 


The massive accumulation of trade and budgetary deficits created fundamental 
instabilities tin the monetary system. Combining with the depression in the 
prices of ouc main exports, the tmpact of international inflation on the value 
of our necessary imports, the yross mismanapjement of domestic capital derived 
from external borrowiny and the heavy burden of financing, our mammoth forcien 
debt, the aggreyate pressures proved too mich for our economy to withstand’. 

The neocolonial nature of the economy constrained it from developin® a strony 
internally disposed and self-reliant basis. The entire economy was uninsul- 
ated from the unpredictabilities and whimsicalness of the international capital- 
ist system. It was ontirely dependent on the uneven dynamic of production and 











exchange dictated by the needs of the core capitalist economies. So that even 
while the immediate and specific characteristics of the economic crisis my be 
traced to the deficient and contradictory policies of the authoritarian Marcos 
regime, its ultimate features shall have to be rooted ia the neocolonial struc- 
ture of the economy--for it is only within the terms defined by this histor- 
ical structure that the current crisis becomes even a possibility. 


The sum of the factors mentioned above reflected in the domestic economy 

first in the swift deflation of disposable capital and in a tellins shortage 
of foreiyn exchangje. The deflation of the volume of investible capital 
quicly translated into a paralysis of the financial network. This paralysis. 
in turn, reflected in a sharp drop in confidence that spurred a massive 
capital hemorrhage from the domestic economy. Finance corporations closed 
down one by one, followed closely by a liquidity crisis affecting major indus- 
tries. The panic was fueled further by the political uncertainties arising 
from the Aquino assassination an’! disinvestments in industries further crip- 
pled the operation of the economy. 


Retrenchments and closures pushed up the unemployment rate dramatically. 
Rising unemployment further contributed to the shrinkage of the market. 
Hyperinflation comin; as a consequence of IMf-prescribed devaluations further 
depressed the purchasing ability of the domestic market and intensified the 
cost-push in prices. As demonstrated by tle last three instances of dcvalu- 
ation, such ‘remedy’ contributed little if any to the expansion of our ex- 
ports--characterized as our exports are by relative inflexibility in demand 
plus the fact that devaluation only minimally alters the dollar prices of our 
exports. While devaluation doves encourage a shift in domestic production to- 
wards export (which is itself no desirable), it does not necessarily expand 
external markets for whatever we want to sell. What is cefinite ts that de- 
valuations push up the domestic prices of imports that we cannot do without 
(i.e. oil). 


Rising unemployment and hyperinflation deepened the instability of the mann- 
facturin,; sector of the economy. Plant shutdowns created gencral uncertainty. 
The depressed value of wages reflected in social and political stresses: 

labor agitation, strikes a worsening, actual crime rate. 


IMF insistence on its ‘remedies’ forced unpopular options on the regime. 
Policies designed to “mop up excess liquidity” were intrinsically reces- 
sionary and shall reflect in further instabilities in the urban economy. 
Further devaluation shall provoke popular pressure for wage increases that 
shall force small anc intermediate capitalist out of the market. 


The reluctance of the re;,ime to accept all the recommendations of the lending 
institutions--both the unpalatable economic policies and those recommendations 
affecting the political hegemony of the ruling faction--is quite understand- 
able. The reluctance and/or inability to meet the demands of the lending in- 
stitutions (the IMF in particular) in turn resulted in damaging delays in the 
acquisition of ‘standby credits.’ These delays in turn contributed to the 
further tightening of the financial crisis and consequently the deepening of 
the economic difficulties unsettling Philippine society. 
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Mismanagement of major capital-intensive ventures by “crony capitalists 
further agyravated already existing difficulties. Vhen a number of hanks 
consequently became insolvent, the already diminished credibility of the 
{financial system suffered more severe crosion before a wave of popular panic. 


In spite of the complex difficulties in the economic sphere, the ruling 

Marcos faction found sufficient space for deft maneuvers. The IMF injunction 
against “excess liquidity” notwithstanding, the regime plowed back billions 

of pesos into the economy to salvage collapsing banks and insolvent cnterpriscs. 
[It pushed for a lar;er government budget --in spite of spirallinr deficits--to 
cushion the politically damaging recessionary plunge. The repime sousht to 
sidestep adverse public reaction to the cconowic crisis by pinniny it on 
“external forces,” such factors interpreted as if they were forces majcures 
over which no one bears responsibility and before witch we are all powerless to 
counteract. 


The various debates that razed around the question of the cconomic crisis saw 
the low articulation of the workin; class standpoint. Consequently, the various 
strands of bour,cois interpretation becane better popularized. The best articu- 
lated proposals tor recovery, whether ewanatin;, [rom resime apolosists or from 
the bourjeois opposition, all tended to revolve around the axis of remedial 
action towards stabilizinys the neocolonial capitalist order. All such propo- 
gals, beyond the secondary variances, in the last analysis propose only one 
thin;,; the neocolonial order shall be recycled, adjusted to new conditions but 
retaining its fundcdanwental clwracteristic of external dependence. The new shall 
be but a deodorized reissue of the old. 


Surprisingly, in the debate between the regime and the disseuting fract lons 

of the bourgevisic, the former took a more distinct nationalist posture. The 
hourseois opposition, yathered aroun! the nexs of the Unido-ifakat!i Business 
Club-Center for Research and Comrantcation- U.P. School for Economics, arrucil 
for complete subscription to the “efficient” international division of labor 
of the world capitalist system as embodied in the recommendations of the Mt’. 
Recime apologists (other than the technocratic faction) hedged on the min- 
tenance of protectionist barricrs, resisted the complete liquidation of the 
industrial sector, opposed the [reezin,, of wages and quibbled on the complete 
floating of the currency. It mist be un'‘erstood that this nationalist postur . 
in, was duc not to any decp-set nationalist viston of development but to the 
devastating political costs to the ruling faction that is implied by absolute 
subordination to [N° recommendations. ‘The freezing of wares my stabilize the 
position of entrepreneurs but it will send the workers to the barricades, The 
complete dismantling of protectionist barriers will benefit entrepreneurs in 
the mercantile sector but shall completely demolish Pilipino manufacturers 
(whether crony or not). The free float of the currency sholl wash away wha\- 
ever is left of the re,ime's credibility. 


Political Reproduct lon 


The ability of the regime to make room for maneuver in the economic sphere de- 
rives from the relatively effective control it was able to maintain in the 
political sphere. Such control, in turn derived frow the inability of the 
anti-Marcos and democratic forces to focus pressure on those points where the 

















reyime was most susceptible as well as maintain a high level of consolidation 
required to keep the Marcos faction on the defensive. 


The massive outpour of popular protest immediately after the Acuino assassi- 
nation caught the regime off guard. It also, for that matter. caught the anti- 
Marcos opposition and the revolutonary resjstance unprepared. The ruling 
faction had assumed that it commanded the support of at least a critical mss 
of the population, a percentage sufficient to keep the center of gravity of 

the political configuration securely on the side of the revime. 


The anti-Narcos elite opposition had the personalitics and a populist handle on 
the issues that could animate popular disenchantment and direct it to achicve 
concrete political results; but they had no political organization to speak 

of and were eternally unable to convert the popularity of their rhetorics into 
a material factor they had full command of. Unable to exercise strateric 
direction over the restless masses, they were reliant on the electoral medium 
to achicve concrete gains. That medium, however, allowed the regime to maxi- 
mize its advantayes. 


The main organized forces within the Filipino left, on the other hand, were 
disposed towards building armed revolutionary forces in the countrysides. 
They had neither fully developed urbaq political forces nor a revolutionary 
strateyy that could appropriately direct the urban multitudes politically ac 
tivated by the Aquino assassination. Kather than explore and develop new 
stratesic lines that could assure the sustained politicalization of the urban 
masses and maximize the political potential of their current agitation, the 
main organizational tendencies within the Filipino Left took a conscrvative 
position and affirmed the traditional strategic line that put principal em- 
phasis on countryside revolution. 


Because of the respective dispositions of the three main political forces, 
particularly the disposition of the latter two since these were of immediate 
significance to the mass outpouring of discontent, the popular upsurge in the 
urban centers failed to develop carly on a strategic characteristic and a 
clear lo,ic of progression. 


Without a comprehensive strategic vision that takes into [full account the 
characteristics and potential of the politically activate! urban population, 
the enthusiasm for political engagement widespread after the Aquino assassi- 
nation could not be precisely situated in terms of immediote tactics and lon;- 
term strategy. Without a conscious losic of development, the protest actions 
in the cities failed to develop a forward perspective poised towards achievine 
immediate gains and gradually escalating towards the achieverent of major ol- 
jectives. Eventually, the protest actions in the citics began movin: in cir 
cular motion with rallies and demonstrations Secomin,, more Like rituals of 
rayje revolving around generalized demands and without achieving any lasting 
tuctical gains. 


The actual power and potential of the spontaneous urban outpouring may be in 


dicated by the decisive rejection of the Fernando Commission and the crippling 
boycutt of the establishment press. The popular energy behind massive protest 
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actions in the urban centers gradually dissipated in repetitive rallies that 
did not convey to the masses a concrete line of advance. The main organiza- 
tional tendencies within the Filipino Left placed no strategic significance 
on the urban arena of open political engagement and considered it subsidiary 
to the armed revolutionary resistance in the countrysides. The elite opposi- 
tion, on the other hand, perceived the mass actions merely as occasions to 
project themselves, ultimately for electoral purposes. 


The spontaneous outpour of protest was initially bound by a concrete, tactical 
perspective that formed the basis of a broad multi-class, multisectoral and 
multi-ideological popular front. This concrete perspective was encapsuled 


in the popular slogan “Marcos Kesign: 


The popular front premised on the demand for resignation pushed the ruling 
faction to the defensive. In the democratic space opened by this initial 
push the ‘mosquito press" developed and the middle classes took courage to 
publicly demonstrate their protest in yellow ribbons, bumper stickers and 
mushrooming suburban political calls to a point where the newly politicized 
forces--who had yet to find their ideological and practical bearing--were 
left behind, eventually to disperse to the sidelines to wait for personal- 
ities they can better coidentify with and who would lead them out of a condi- 
tion of confusion. The anti-Marcos clite forces also subtly abandoned the call 
for resignation to pave the way for clectoral participation. The left-wing 
opposition found the call for resignation delusory because it diverted atten- 
tion from the “fundamental issues" that mst be brought to the attention of 
the masses. ‘The right-wing of the opposition, in a sense better appreciative 
of the potency of the call for resignation, feared that it was too drastic. 
The possible scenarios following the sudden resignation of the President all 
had one feature: no one, much less the businessmen, would be in complete 
control of the situation. Such possibility ran against the grain of prag- 
matism innate to the entrepreneurial class. 


The abandonment of the resignation call by both the left- and the right-wing 
of the anti-Marcos forces swiftly transformed what used to be the potent core 
of a broad popular front into an impotent vacuum inhabited only by the most 
stubbora marginal groups. The newly politicized forces lost their medium 

for political articulation. The stage was set fur the political reproduction 
of the authoritarian order. 


Political Breathing, Space 


The deflation of the broad popular front following the mtual abandonment of 
the cesignation Line by the two wings of the anti-Marcos forces allowed the 
ruling faction enough breathing space to reposition and consolidate. 


With the fundamental contradiction between the Left and the business establish- 
mont yawoiug obviously wide, the ruling faction last no time in driving the 
wedge evey deeper. The President himself called business leaders to several 
conferences, alternately coercing and cajoling them to remain within the 
reyime's fold. American agents could not, themselves, resist the temptations 
presented by an unravelliny political order as they sucrried to and fro 
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convincing, disenchanted clite personalitics to consolidate themselves into an 
effective force counterpoised against the increasiny, political encroachments 
of the Pilipino Left. They dissuaded numerous clite leaders to abandon the 
resignation line and participate in the regime-sponsore elections as a means 
to achieve stability principally, and perhaps also a viable two-party democracy 
It is casy to suspect that the Americans saw the conservative elite politicians 
and business leaders as viable ballasts to steady the political boat that has 
begun, at least from the viewpoint of Reaganite paranoia, to keel leftwards. 
The sum of these efforts had the objective consequence of allowing the recime 
enough Leeway to reposition. 


The revolutionary Left, in the meantime, developed no new strategic initiative, 
preferrins to carefully nurse its countryside armed movement which it considers 
to have progressed well into “the advanced substage of the strateric defen- 
sive.’ The countryside armed movement engaged the regime's armed forces 

with roughly the same rate of intensification that was seen in the two or 

three years prior to the Aquino assassination. The guerilla war in the rural 
arcas did not balloon in proportion to the political surge in the cities. 


The Marcos regime was fortunate enough to have an election scheduled for May. 
1934. This provided an opportunity to further disperse the anti-rerime forces 
by heightening their explicit and latent differences. 


The onset of the electoral season saw the anti-Marcos opposition bitterly 
divided between those who advocated participation in the electoral exercise 
and those who campaigned for an active and militant boycott of what was con- 
sidered a “farce.' The unorganized and newly-politicized forces who were 
earlicr dispersed to the sidelines by the dissolution of the resignation line 
cheered the boycott activists lustily from a distance and then cast their 
ballots for the parliamentary opposition on clection day. The dissolution of 
the broad coalition, built on the call for resignation condemned both the 
electoral campaign of the parliamentary opposition and the boycott crusade 
of the militant mass movements to become two distinct minorities. The un- 
orjanized and newly-politicized forces were condemned to inarticulateness, 
with neither leadership nor strategic perspective. 


The results of the May 14 elections caused the Marcos faction some embarrass- 
mont, specifically because of its spectacular defeat in the Metro-Manila area. 
Objectively, however, the elections turned in the best possible outcome for 
the ruling faction. The larger number of oppositionists in the new Batasan 
lends it relative credibility even as the ruling faction maintains effective 
“dictatorship by number.” The vocal legislative opposition is more noise 
than substance. The unilateral resolution of the “privilere hour” controversy 
by the ‘ruling party” and the facility with which the KSI, rammed Virata's 
election through the opposition sauntlet indicates that the parliamentary op- 
position is in no position to threaten the essential structures of authori- 
tarianism. Those structures may be better consolidated with the anti-Marcos 
forces divided and confused in the post-election period. The relative suc- 
cess of the May 14 elections enhances the couditions for the strateric con 
svulidatton of the Marcos regime. 
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{t did not take lon, for the elite opposition to realize who von the “ay 
elections, particularly as 'arces confidently ceferred to them as ‘partners 
durin, the openin;, ceremonies for the new le, islative assembly. <A score of 
oppositionist assemblywen opted to join the “parliament of the streets” 
during the Batasan's opeain,. a gesture that promises to be more than 
syvbulic. 


with urban resistunce to its rule effectively contained, save for the oc 
casioual wuisance of a wass rally in the downtown areas, the ruliny faction 
found ,reater coulidence in clusin;, down suwe of the democratic spaces opene! 
by the initial surge of popular protest in the few weeks followin; the as 
sansination. 


The initial eight months after the assassination saw the ruling faction play 
in, the carrot mwre than the stick. It carefully calibrated its repressive 
responses, avoiding, quite cleverly the tendency to inflame a volatile urban 
population. It adopted a loosely defined policy of “maxioum tolerance” to- 
wards mass protest actions in the urban centers, allowed popular agitation to 
run its course while keeping its anti-commmist rhetorical barrage at a con- 
Stant level. It expertly combined verbal threats with actual conciliatory 
yestures left the vppositionist press relatively free to operate, kept the 
most unpopular characters in its cast at a low profile and constantly appealed 
to the people to concentrate first ou the task of stabilizing the economy. wv 
the last weeks prior to the elections, the flames of public passion that had 
swept the streets of the urban centers were Jown to plowing embers of econom 
istic discontent. A major fovernment crackdown would have stoked the [lames 
back to life, but the ruling faction patiently bided its time, enduring the 
tem tation to resurt to its usual repressiveness. 


The weeks following, the elections saw the reyime shifting gears. Tie moebher 
of boycott activists abducted an summarily executed could be more than coin 
cidence. Soon the aumber of politically-related areas beyan to climb. Strik- 
in, workers were brutally attacked by police am! military personnel. “fore 
trade union orp,anizers were picked uy and charyed with links to the under- 
yround. Rallies and demonstrations were attacked with sear_as and soon a han 
ou rallies was in effect. The headquarters of the Nationalist Alliance was 
ralded by the military and its coordinator, a Catholic priest, was briefly de- 
tulwed and char,ed with subversion. Later, an exclusive school teacher was 
arrested and Linked to major personalities in the Crt. The teacher was active 
in the Alliance of Concerned Teachers Uriters in the open pross soon felt 

the heat in the forw of Libel suits tuvolvte. sta: ering, amounts filed by 
persons identified with the rulin,, Caction. 


In the countrysides, the military began moving in force ayainst the lLin;ering 
armed insurgency. by July, they had mounted a massive campaign tn the 
Cordilleras that appeared bent on disselvin,, the armed resistance networ’ 
painstakingly assembled for wore than o decade by the revolutionaries of the 
CI’ NVA. Towards the end of the month it appeared! that a stailar campal;o 

was in progress in Vimwlanao. More styuntificaat than the wilitary aspect of 
these campaijna L. the apparent coafidence of the rey ime in tynorin, clwr cs 

of ‘ueaa rights violations. Such confidence ¢croppe!d markedly shortly after the 
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Ayuino assassination. Recent behaviour su,vests that the renime has recovero: 
auch of its old capacity for imperviousness. 


‘or tue arwed revolutionary resistance, tle sassive wilitary campaign shall 
put to sever test the adequacy of its strate,ic linc. While there is Little 
provability that the current military ofiensive shall obliterate the jucrilla 
tilting iorces there is at least a possibility that it may provoke a serious 
rethinking of revolutionary strateyy by the main tendency within the Filipinao 
Left. 


vyaamic Stalemate 


In spite of the great expectations nurtured frow the heady days of the “con- 
fetti revolution,” the political situation has settled into what may be con- 
sidered a “dynamic stalemate.” 


While the Marcos reyjime has largely recovered from its political sctbacks 
uuring the last wonths of 1983, it does not appear prepared to make a major 
push ayainst its opponents. A far-reaching political offensive by the rulings 
faction may alter the political configuration, unleash new and unanticipated 
forces, create tensions that may begin to cultivate their own separate 
dynamics, further politicize the people, draw the Guwrch into a more direct 
coni rontational role and eventually briny, forth a new political situation more 
uncomiortable for the regime than the one presently pertaining. Such politi 
cal offensive may have the unintended effect of heightening the precartousness 
ol the situation in the economic sphere so that it becomes even less manajea!le 
than it already is. 


By every indication, it appears that the Marcos regime shall refrain from en- 
yaying in new adventures in the political sphere and instead concentrate al! 
its eliorts at keeping the totteriny, economy in place. It appears content 
with keeping the rural puertila movenent off-balanced, containing militant 
protest in the cities with the hope that the momentum of August 21, 1933 shall 
seen run out, and confining the activities of the elite opposition to within 
the walls of an impotent Datasan. 


The elite opposition, likewise, promises no new initiative. The electoral! 
parties through which they articulate their political interests hibernate in 
between elections. By their very nature, these parties are incapable of sus 
tained wass leadership and are not disposed towards cultivating a strates ic 
perspective. They atomize rather than orpjanize the people by necessarily re 
ducing their role to simply that of electors. After elections, the clecte:! 
representatives replace the party oryanizations. And in the case of the 
batasan opposition, the institutional character of that leyislative body 
assures that they can wage no sustained political inittative. 


rue elite politicians, in the absence of elections between now and 196, fin! 
themselves without an arena for political engayenmont in the present situation. 
Their inactivity, at least for the moment, is assured. 





Althoulh the Interests and perceptions of the discontented sections of the 
uusiness community are constantly conveyed through the various Charbers of 
Commerce, business clubs, research institutes and their allies in the acadenwu 
such interests and perceptions are unlikely to become mobilizing ideologies 
lor the masses, addressed as they principally are to the policymakers. 


The main organizational tendencies within the Filipino Left, as pointed out 
ear'ier, has settled back to the strateyzic perspective--they are most cor- 
fortable with. protracted revolutionary war with the countryside arm! 
Cichtin, units as centerpiece. This revolutionary was pro)resses accor-lin,. 
to its own internal criteria and is senerally unattracted by the dramatic 
possibilities presented by certain political and historical conjunctures. 

by the revolutionary movement's own estimate, it shall remin in the “strote- 
vic defensive” stage for several wore years~ with even more years added per 
haps by the current AFP counter offensive. Politica] analysts [rom the left 
to the right share in the consensus that the wain organizational ten/enc tes 
in the Filipino Left are a lon)-term rather than an tmmediate decisive factor 
in the political arena. 


The other yroups and movements in the militant anti-Marcos opposition and the 
democratic tendency are too marginal to cause substantial alteration tn the 
trajectory of the present situation. 


The characteristic of the current political stalemate may be likened to the 
western front in Lurope during the First World War: the various political 
forces and tendencies tave found their respective trenches and any major 
char ,e over the top is mutually perceived to be suicidal. 


The keonomic Factor 


While the political configuration had scttled Into a tentative equilibrium 

the economic situation continues tu transform rapidly. The yeneral predict 
ability in the sphere of politics contrasts sharply with the unpredictability 
of developments in the economic sphere. This evident contradictoriness is the 
wou of new possibilities. 


The economic crisis has already succeeded in politicizing the business sect ur. 
Capitalist theoreticians have been quick to pin the blame for the economic an’ 
financial mess on the Marcos regime's mismanagement of the economy. “y con! in- 
in, the crisis to the framework of mismanajement and profligacy, they leave 
the basic stresses of dependent capitalisw uninvestigated and proposed solu 
tions that have the essential characteristic of passing the cost of the crisis 
to the working class. 


hKecent position papers emanating from bouryeois theoreticians root the crists 
of productivity to the ~rowth of monopolies and in turn blame the »rowt!h of 
monopolies on the authoritarian political order. Economic criticiom tnovar 
lably develops into political criticism. And for the spokesmen of the Vili,ino 
business community, disenchantment over the state of affairs of the market hus 
crystallized into a political demand for Liberal democracy. 
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While the economic crisis had hit the wasze-workers hardest, the absence of a 
clearly developed and widely popularized socialist vision has restricted 

tue full articulation of working class interests. The growin: restlessness 
in ranks vf labor over the declining value of wages has not as swiftly meta- 
morjyhosed into a class reimagination of possible futures. Witimut a fully 
developed and clearly articulated working class standpoint, the present 
crisis of dependent capitalism has not become as educational au experlence 
for the workiny class as it could ;robably be. 


Without a clear strategic direction suiding the activities of the trade unions 
as trade unions, the working, class movement remaine: Sound to ([rapmented econo - 
wistic stru,ples. The response of the workin: classes to the present crisis 
had not been as telling as it could be. The expression of working class 
pvlitical power has not been as telling as it could be. The expression of 
workin, class political power has not been in proportion to the toll the 
present capitalist crisis has taken from the waj.e workers. The trade unioas 
have uot sade of themselves as telling a elitical factor as the ‘ilipino 

bour coisie transforwed itself to be over the Last twelve wontlhs. [ven the 
nore militant sections of the trade union movenent failed to condense a stra 
te,ic direction for the working class in teres of the current crisis, they 
have ,,cuerally contented themselves with playin;, a subsidiary role to the 
rural based revolutionary ovement. 


As such, the working class movewents failed to approximate the advances of the 
your coisie in the sphere of politics. They rewain, however, a vast potential 
force that could break the currently prevailiny political stalemate. 


It was mentioned earller thut one of the principal factors holdin, back the 
rulin,, faction from wayin, a decisive political offensive is apprehensions 
over the effect such offensive would have on the precarious economic situ- 
ation. Conversely, a major development in the economic situation could un- 
leash a decisive political offensive. Should the economy recover from its 
precarious situation or substantially deteriorate, it shall, either way, lose 
its iniibiting effect on the political options of the ruling faction. The 
Jan,er Lies in further economic deterioration. This forces the regime to an 
absolutely defensive position where it shall feel it to be a matter of politi- 
cal survival that the open opposition be demobilized. Not only does the con- 
dition of the economy at that point lose its constraining effect, it shal! 
provoke aggressive political action. Unfortunately, the probability of de- 
terioration is yreater than that of recovery. 


The Lon,er View 


It is ironical that we have reached a situation where, in spite of the highly 
politicized atmosphere, it is the fate of the economy that appears to he ce- 
cisive in the turn of events. In which case the future shall be created hy 
the turn of circumstances more than the conscious intervention of men. 


On hindsi;ht, the political stalemate to which we have arrived--and which 
presently absorbs the ener;,ies, passions and imaginations of all factors in 
the political configuration--is due as mich to the visions that juide the 
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political engayement of the various forces currently in the arena as to their 
objective dispositions. The two are, of course, ultimately inseparable. Any 
change in strate,ic perspective shall reflect in the objective disposition. 
The condition of political staiemate effectively restricts the possibility for 
any major change in objective disposition outside of a chause in strate; y. 

The nutual intransigence of the various forees in the arena of political 
contest makes the reification of their strategic visions a closer possibility. 





Pending an historical accident of major proportion, the current political 
stalemate would most likely hold for some time. One year after the Aquino 
assassination, it appears that we have not moved any closer to the resolution 
of the sucial, political and economic crises that torment us. The protracted 
Stalemate can only serve to preserve the basic features of these crises. 


[It is not possible, thereforc, to reimajine the future within the terms def ined 
by the dominant features of the present situation. Ve shall have to rethink 

it outside of assuaptions cultivated in the past. The Longer view into the 
future must transcend the urgencies of the present. 


CSO: 4200/467 
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JPRS-SEA-85-036 
21 February 1985 


PHILIPPINES 


PRIME MINISTER RAISES TWO BUDGET IDEA 
Christchurch THE PRESS in English 2 Jan 85 p 4 


{[Bext] PA Auckland--The Prime Minister, Mr Lange, has reaffirmed that the 
Government may present two budgets this year. 


The double-budget idea, first aired a month ago by the Minister of Finance, 
Mr Douglas, could take the form of an expenditure budget in the first half of 
the year and a policy prescription in the spring. 


In a New Year message, Mr Lagne said that, politically, there was an exciting 
12 months ahead with the prospect of two budgets. The New Year would present 
new challenges, but also great opportunities would arise. 


He predicted that New Zealand would face several pressures. Internationally, 
there was the problem of agricultural protectionism, which overburdened the 
rich nations with food while poor nations starved. 


“But it is time to be glad about the resilience of our own producers, who 
are changing their production patterns to meet market demands.” 


Mr Lange said the coming year would put to the test what New Zealand had been 
saying about race relations. 


He said 1985 would also see the new system of wage-fixing put to the test. 
Responsible worker and employer organisations would have to bargain within the 
limitations of what the economy could stand. 


Mr Langesaid the nation had already made substantial recovery, but the real 
test of what could be achieved in'3985 would be when there were more people 
in jobs, more people properly housed and dducated and when New Zealand was a 
nuclear-free zone. 


He said there would be further changes in economic direction this year, but 
interest rates were likely to remain high. 


CSO: 4200/472 








JPRS-SEA-85-036 
21 February 1985 


PHILIPPINES 


SUPREME COURT RELEASES NOLASCO, TOLENTINO 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 8 Jan 85 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The Supreme Court yesterday broke its timid stance against presidential 
directives by ordering the release of two subversion suspects ordered to be 
detained for one year by virtue of a Presidential Detention Action (PDA). 


In a resolution reviewed as a reaffirmation of the judiciary's independence 
from the legislative branch of government, the High Court ordered the mili- 
tary to release Cynthia Nolasco and Willie Tolentino, who were abducted, 
along with Milagros Aguilar-Roque, by elements from the Constabulary Security 
Group (CSG) on Aug. 6 last year. 


Aguilar-Roque was not included in the release order because she has pending 
criminal cases for alleged rebellion and subversion. 


The High Tribunal went against tradition in its resolution. Earlier petitions 
filed for the release of persons detained on the strength of PDAs were not 
granted until after the lapse of the one-year detention period normally 
slapped by PDAs. 


CSG agents abducted Nolasco and Aguilar-Roque while they were on board a pas- 
senger jeepney shortly before noon on Aug 6, 1984. On the same day, the 
CSG raided Nolasco's apartment on Mayon St., Quezon City. 


They called Nolasco's apartment “a suspected underground house of the Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines and the New People's Army (CPP-NPA)" and 
claimed to have seized at least 10 subversive documents. 


During the raid, the CSC agents arrested Tolentino, who was then in the 
‘, ~premises of Nolasco's apartment. 


The three were detained at Camp Crame and subsequently transferred to the 
Bicutan rehabilitation center. Their detention was ordered by a PDA issued 
on August 7, 1984, which said they “committed acts unimical to public safety 
and public order..." 


They maintained, however,that they were not engaged in illegal activities. 

Nolasco and Aguilar-Roque were Directress and Assistant Directress, respec- 
tively, of the Extension Service Center of St. Joseph's College at the time 
of their arrest. Tolentino, on the other hand, was a grant-in aid scholar 

at the same schools’ non-formal education progran. 
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The Quezon City Metropolitican Trial Court ordered the release of the three 
after they posted bail last Aug. 13, but military authorities refused to 
honor the court order, saying they cannot be released pending the effectivity 
of the PDA. 


Nolasco and her companions elevated the case to the Supreme Court after the 
military refused to release then. 


In ordering the release of Nolasco and Tolentino, the Supreme Court said 
the offense of illegal possession of subversive documents is not a capital 
crime. 


The High Tribunal noted that Nolasco and Tolentino “have not been charged with 
any other offense nor are they convered by any order from any other court of 
competent authority to the effect that they continue to remain under 

custody." 


The High Court also set on Jan. 15 a hearing exclusively for Aguilar-Roque, 
who was criminally charged earlier on two counts of rebellion and subversion. 


The military claims that Aguilar-Roque is a member of the National Executive 
Committee and the Political Bureau of the CPP. She is also alleged to be a 
former chairman of the CPP's National Democratic Front Commission, a body 
tasked to infiltrate organization with grievances against the government. 


A reward of )100,000 was posted by the military in 1982 for the capture of 
Aguilar-Roque. 


The Supreme Court's favorable action on Nolasco and Tolentino was inter- 
preted by militant legal circles as an indication that Chief Justice Enrique 
Fernando may be trying to shed off his “pro-administration image." 


The Nolasco et al case, which came at the heels of the favorable "We Forun" 


decision, could be the “last hurrah" of the Chief Justice, who is set to 
retire next June, they said. 


CSO: 4200/467 
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JPRS-SEA-85-036 
21 February 1985 


PHILIPPINES 


MALAYA DECRIES USSR RIZAL DAY COUP; OPLE SCORED 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 7 Jan 85 p 5 


[Article by Vic Barranco in the "Town Crier" column: "Moscow's Rizal Day 
Coup" ] 


[Text] By smooth, quiet arrangement, the aggressive Russians assumed the center 
stage in our Rizal Day ceremonies last Dec. 30. A high cultural representa- 
tive of the Moscow politburo was imported just to tell us as guest speaker in 
the main program what Rizal meant to us. The Grand Knight of the Philippine 
association of civic and patriotic admirers of Rizal and the Director of the 
National Library were upstaged in the anniversary progran. 


The proper foreigner to be selected as our guest of honor in such occasion 
should have been a West German cultural official from Bonn or from the Embassy 
in Manila, because it is West Germany that has given Rizal and the highest 
honors among foreign non-communist countries since the days of Ferdinand 
Blumentritt, a German-Austrian scholar and Rizal became friends toward the 
turn of the last century. 


We have honored the German professor Blumentritt by naming several streets 

in Metro Manila and other Philippine cities after him, while the Germans 
honored Rizal in so many ways as well. A street in Wilhelmsfeld, a prosper- 
ous community near Heidelberg was named Rizalstrasse. Its original name was 
Bachstrasse in honor of the German organist and composer Bach. It was in 
Germany also, in 1961, where the most impressive Rizal centenary rites in all 
Europe were held. 


Mrs. Paz Policarpio Mendez, wife of the former Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Mauro Mendez, noted journalist, who serve as our ambassador to Bonn and 

Paris, should have been the Rizal Day principal speaker if not a Bonn offici- 
al. Mrs. Mendez, well known scholar and educator, is credited for many re- 
searchers on Rizal in Europe. She has worked for the setting of Rizal markers 
in Heidelberg, Wilhelmsfeld, Berlin, Paris, and other European cities. Another 
good choice should have been Dr. Jose David Lapuz, professor of Rizal studies 
in the UST, who is mich in demand as lecturer on Rizal at conferences in 
foreign countries. 


Gene Cabrera, artist cartoonist of the Philippines Free Press, a leading 
weekly outlawed by the martial law regime in 1972, has also done a bit to 
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foster the sentimental link between West Germany and the Philippines. He 

made representations with the local government of Wilhelmsfeld for the trans- 
fer of the marble fountain dedicated to Rizal, from that town where Rizal wrote 
the concluding chapters of his Noli to Rizal Park in Ermita, Manila. 


Quite properly, Mrs. Mendez or Dr. David Lapus should have been the speaker 
during the 1984 national observance. But before the Philippine public knew 
it, it had been a joint fait accompli of the Kremlin communist cultural of- 
fice and the Philippine Ministry of Labor and Employment whose Minister, Blas 
Ople, an ardent Moscowphile, is president of the Phil‘opine-USSR Friendship 
Society. 


The Russian communists have also infiltrated the Philippine cultural field 
through the presentation on tv of the ballet performance of "Romeo & Juliet” 
by the Moscow Bolshoi Ballet. This tv show did not have any relevance at all 
to the Rizal Day ceremonies, but it was forced to our hallowed day as a par- 
ticipation of the Russians in the memorial anniversary program in honor of our 
national hero. 


So be it done on the designs of our totalitarian government which campaigns 
for the uprooting of communism in our rural and urban areas and yet opens 
our country, our culture, to the hardcore Reds direct from the Kremlin. We 
sit astride so many horses: American democracy, Soviet Bolshevik commnisn, 
China's Maoist communism, Japanese capitalist imperialism, Italian fascism, 
Monaco's casino economy, and the World Bank old China comprado system. We 
ride on both the favorites and the “dejados" of the ideological race track, 
and we think hopeless that we will be the winner. We are dulled and blinded 
indeed by the lucre. 
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DAVAO DAILY ON CHRISTIAN ROLE IN REVOLUTION 
Resort To Violence Scored 
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 8 Jan 85 p 2 
[Commentary by Lorene A. Porras: “Are We Capable of Christianity?"] 


[Text] Killings and other forms of violence that are daily routine in Davao 
City have not abated even at Christmastime. The holiday needs, in fact, 
seemed to have occasioned the increase in the cases of snatchings, theft, 
and robbery holdups in the poblacion. 


It is quite ironic that the observance of one of the greatest feast in all 
Christendom failed to evoke among some people the emotions that should be 
in keeping with the spirit of the season in this only Christian nation in 
Southeast Asia. We Filipinos are known for our religious fervor. The zeal, 
solemnity and color by which we celebrate religious events have been part of 
a centuries-old tradition. 


But when violence and bloodshed would dominate the scene in what should be 

a moment of peace and love, at a time when goodwill should reign in the hearts 
of men, there must necessarily be something wrong with our values and our prac- 
tice of Christianity. Christianity is the religion of love, and as such is 
incompatible with violence. This supposedly Christian society of ours is 
dominated by greed and unbridled exploitation. Our ways of settling internal 
conflicts are for most part anti-Christian. The hatred brewing in the hearts 
of some of our countrymen, and exploding in heartless massacres and assassi- 
nations must unmistakably point to the failure of our Christian way of life 
for the last four hundred years. 


Each one of us, by our weakness of character, by the inadequacy of our re- 
sponse to the challenge of Christianity, must share the blame for the climate 
of blood and fear that is engulfing us now. Why is there so much injustice, 
so mich hatred, so much grievance among a community of Christians? 


In desperation, large segments of our Christian citizenry have cried out 
for swift, drastic, even convulsive reforms in the social order. The more 
radical ones would even agitate the use of force to effect the much needed 
change. 


69 








Many Christians, however, would not know how to reconcile the idea of a 
violent revolution with the religion of love that Christ Himself instituted. 
The Christians’ dilemma in this respect is quite understandable. For while 
the Christian churches work for the attainment of social justice, it frowns 
upon the use of force to attain such justice. Im the midst of the direct in- 
volvement of some priests in the battlefield of the class struggle, Vatican 
has stressed that the role of the Church on the social level is only in- 
spirational--that is to enlighten and guide the people to seek their own 
solutions to problems. 


Some Christian leaders have invoked the theory of a just war. St. Augustine 
himself used to support the idea that force may be used to restore order and 
justice, but only on very rare occasions. Is the cause just? Are the inten- 
tions pure? Is there no element of revenge, or vengeance, or selfish motives? 
Short of satisfactory answers to these questions, the employment of violent 
force is illicit, immoral and highly unchristian. 


The true Christian fights injustice by sacrifice, hatred by love. For the 
way of the Christian is also the way of the peaceful martyr. 


Are we capable of this level of Christianity? 


Ordeal Under Communism Cited 
Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 8 Jan 85 pp 2,6 


[Article by Elpidio T. Elorde, Sr., in the “Issues Unlimited” column: “A 
Glimpse on Christian's Ordeal Under Commmist Regime”) 


[Text] (In order for us to really have an idea on how Christians fare life 
in countries under communist regimes, ISSUES UNLIMITED has the following 
article reprinted, courtesy of the Davao Catholic Herald. From this article 
we could have a glimpse on the unfavorable conditions now suffered by the 
Christians in each countries, particularly in Cuba, where some Church people 
were once lured to support what was supposed to have been a “democratic 
revélution” initiated by a dynamic and popular Fidel Castro, who later be- 
came a strongman president and had openly declared himself as an all-out 
dyed-in-the-wool Communist). 


Christmas Does Not Exist Officially in Cuba 


Washington (NC)--"There is no more Christmas in Cuba-offically,” said a Cuban 
minister who spent the last 21 Christmasses in prison. 


Seventh-Day Adventist Elder Humberto Noble Alexander, one of 26 Cuban 
political prisoners freed in June when Rev. Jesse Jackson traveled in Cuba, 
said that in 1961, efter Cuban President Fidel Castro had been in power, 
"Christmas was completely changed.” 
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The only big feast now is July 26, the anniversary of the beginning of the 
Cuban revolution in 1953, he said in Washington in November where he described 
rligious conditions in and out of prison. 


A traditional Cuban Christmas includes a food feast as big as those held in 
Thankgiving in the United States he said. Many families continue to try 
scraping together enough food to hold traditional Christmas dinners in their 
homes even though food is scarce. If a house was raided during a Christmas 
feast, government officials would charge the people with buying contravand 
food, said the elder. 


He said that in prison, his Christmas meal was soup. But ‘e said he wasn't 
sure it was soup because it was “the same color as the plate.” 


Mr. Noble said this year he probably will spend a quiet Christmas in Massa- 

chuets with his mother and sister, a setting different from the nine prison 

where he spent his sentence. He was arrested in 1962 and charged with being 
a counter-revolutionary after preaching at a revival in Matanzes, Cuba. 


He said that in Cuba religion is considered the “opium of the people, and every 
pastor is (considered) potentially a member of the CIA,” he said. 


He said that in Cuba prisoners could spend 21 days in the dungeon for making 
a small Christmas tree. Hymns, copied in the back of Cuban cigarette paper 
also were cause in three weeks the dungeon. 


Mr. Noble, who was 28 years old when he was arrested, said faith in God kept 
him going through his prison term which included 17 years of solitary conf ine- 
ment and three years of forced labor. Since 1967, the prisoners were dressed 
only in their underwear, and many of his prison years he slept on the floor 

in cells with no beds. Prisoners often were in cells with no light and drank 
water from the toilet. 


The Cuban and foreign sets of prisoners often passed each other in lines at 
meal times and took the opportunity to smuggle letters and pass books to other 
prisoners. 


Mr. Noble said when he was not in isolation, he tried to minister to other 
prisoners. Priests and mindster were not allowed to visit the prisons, but 
in some prison--such as the forced labor area--prisoners vere kept in large 
division, providing some opportunities for group ministry. 


When preaching in prison, Mr. Noble said he preached Christianity, not 
doctrine, since prisoners were of various religious backgrounds. 


He said he knew about 75 prisons and concentration camps in Cuba, an island 
nearly as large as Pennsylvania, with 9.8 million people. He said in one 
building in one prison, there were 2,000 men--and facility had three other 
buildings. “You don't have to go to Russia to see that is happening,” he 
said. “Just go 90 miles from your coast,” he concluded. 
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CEBU KBL REVAMP DISCLOSED 
Cebu City VISAEAN HERALD in English 8 Jan 85 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Cebu City Mayor Ronald R. Duterte, chairman of the KBL directorate 
here is set to reorganize the ruling party late this month. 


This developed following the directorate's acceptance of the resignation of 
member lawyer Bernardito Florido in a letter addressed to Duterte last 
January 2. 


In a press interview yesterday, Duterte hinted that the revamp may take 
place after the Sinulog festivities. 


In the same interview, the KBL directorate chairman gave little importance 
to the reported resignation of Mr. Mario Veloso from the ruling party last 


January 4. 


Duterte stressed that Veloso has been inactive in politics for several years 
already and the latter's reported resignation was nothing but mere political 
gimmickry. 


The city mayor said that the local directorate is strengthening its forces, 
unknown to many. 


He added that the KBL machinery feels no need to publicize its every move. 
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NPA ATTEMPT TO INFILTRATE CEBU UNCOVERED 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 8 Jan 85 pp 1, 4 
[Article by Jimmy Alinsug] 


[Text] Five men from Leyte (Waray's) who were among the twenty persons who 
arrived here were arrested yesterday afternoon at the interior of San Roque, 
Mambaling in a raid conducted by combined elements from 34lst PC COY under 
Maj. Alberto Olario, GIS led by Maj. Eduardo Ricardo, M2 under Maj. Cesar 
Pagtakhan and TRS led by Lt. Welfredo Gonzaga and Vice Squad led by Lt. 
Gaudioso Navales. 


The raiding team raided the house of Eduardo Alda and Eleuterio Almera. The 
law enforcers recovered a .38 revolver and a fragmentation grenade at the house 
of Alda: He was brought to the Metroddéscom Headquarters with his wife, 
Agapita Tantano. The team also arrested Jaime Carballero, 19, single of 
Labangon and Narciso Calimbo, 25, married to Hilongos, Leyte. They were at 

the vicinity at the time of the raid. Also arrested and believed to be sub- 
ject persons were, Anecito Cayonda, 26 married of Javier, Leyte and is a son 

of a cop at Javier. Also arrested was Guillermo Aquillo Almeria, 44, married 
to Dulog, Leyte. 


Intelligence report _iom the 34lst PC COY revealed that Anecito Cayonda ar- 
rived yesterday from Leyte. He was seen with two pistols tucked in his waist 
and wore a blue polo, while Guillermo was seen holding a revolver. When the 
raiding team approached the area, Guillermo ran towards the coastal area while 
two of his companions fled to the nipa bushes. Cayonda was arrested at the 
house of Eleuterio Almeria. Initial investigations disclosed that the group 
first stayed at the house of a certain Daniel Almeria then transferred to the 
house of Eleuterio and then to the house of Venancio Toyogan. A certain Roger 
and a certain Rogelio were believed to be their leader. 


Metrodiscom probers were puzzled by the presence of a young woman known as 
Carmen, who was at the Metrodiscom Headquarters yesterday morning and during 
the raid in the afternoon, she was also around at the area. She even went to 
the house of Alda and told the raiding team that her children were upstairs 
sleeping. When asked why she had children sleeping upstaire, she said that 
she left her children so that they can sleep while she is away. 











It was learned that the suspected leader of the group Roger Lopez, had a 
Waray girlfriend. 


Police investigators said they found letters at the pocket of Guillerm 
Almeria. It was written in Waray language and the content was that they 
should not go home yet because their (companion) relative, known as Onngol 
was killed by four fatigue colored uniformed men with a .45 cal. and a 
carbine. It «ivo contained that if ever Guillermo would think of writing 
them back, he should not mail it to their home and gave another address for 
precautionary measures. Authorities believes that these men are from the 


New People's Army and maybe on a test mission. They did not elaborate 
further. 
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DATALL/. OF CONCHIG! TO? FACTS IN INSUNCENCY ferortTine 
Manila BULLETIN TOMAY in Farlish © Jan °5 p 4 
[Commentary by Apolonio fatalla: ‘The Tacts About Insurpency’) 


[Text] There were three recent news items with a sipnificant bearine on the 
insurjency problem. 


1. It was reported that about 509 NPA rebels in military untforn occupied 
for two hours last [friday the fishing town of Talbina. “arloanra ce! Sur. 
(Sulletin Today Jan. 6., 


2. Lt. Col. Jose Andaya, the new PC provincial cormmencer of “ataan, told news 
mon there was something wron; with the povernment’s drive arainest Insurpency. 
lic said, “If a person voices out a orievance apainst a certain policy, th 
jovernment is quick to ta; hir or her as a subversive.” (Arg lahbayarany Yalaye 
Jan. 7.) 


3. Veekend magazine posed this question in an interview with Cov. lrancisco 
Nabat of lavao Oriental. “Is the "TA problem not a problem in your areca?” 
Gov. Rabot replied: “I'm not saying it's not a probler: they are encroachine 
they are penctrating. Unless somet!iin: is cone, they will succeecd because 
of the methods that they use. ‘ow here again are they the NPA that are 
doiny, all of this? That's the bi; question. Secause I've hnown the activ 
ities of the NPAs. Tic, co not threaten people. [richten or kill people be 
couse of their desire to attain their objectives. I con't think this ts done 
by the bPA. Suddenly in the last five or six wonthe, there has been « surre 
of hillings all over and everything seems to be charred to then cherred to 
the "TA. there could be other ,»roups also...” (Weehend Jen. %) 


There is the propensity on the part of seme news sources to attribute some 
atrocity or some raid to the insuryents vithout veriiying vhether the deed 


wan cone by the insurpents. 


That kind of reporting on the Ineurrency is dan;crous. 


In the iirst place, it tends to rake the policynahers an’ the public believe 
that the Insurgency is more capaile than what it pay he. 
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Mic re ort that 500 rebels in rilita: wuniforw raiced anc occupied the fis! 
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Oy VONS WSS Cl r SLT: ILIPINOLOCIST CONCKS 
mampila BULLETIN TODAY in En lis Jan &5 pp J 
[Text] /, world con;ress of Pilipinolorists, or experts in Philippine stucies 


now living, in various countries, will be held in 198° in Manila to mark the 
first centenary of the attempt by Dr. Jose fizal to convene such a meeting 
in Yaris in 1609 but wiich was not hele because of linitations imposed by 


the lrench povernnmei.t. 


This was announced by Labor Uinister fla » Ople, president of the Samaphan; 
balajtas, a bipartisan prow, in the Batasanr Panbansa, after a breakfast mectin 
nonoriny Dr. lpor Vodberezky, a leading scholar on Rizal and Philippine stuctes 


irom the Moscow Institute ol Oriental Studies. Vocherezky celivered the Jose 
izal annual lecture last lee. °% in Fort antiareo. 


Ople saic the conyress will be proposed to seholars in Philippine studics in 
the United States. tha Ol uronpe, Japan hin Latin America and the 
vouthcast Asia countrics. <An international preparetory committee will be 
ct i, in 'UL5 i 6 Gada. 


le saic the Samahanp talaptas will start compiling the List of scholars in 
Mailippine studies throuphout the world with the help of leading scholars in 
the United States and in the Sovict Union through the liinistry of Yoreirn 
Mffairs CiPA). 

The worla conpress, Ople said, will focus on the various cultural, social, 
cconomic and political strengths of the Philippines and its people which can 
« harnessed to lonp-ran.e poals and the country’s unique place in world af 


fairs. 


The focal point for the Vhilippine povernnent's participation will have to lb 
resolved but initially the responsibility will Le lodped in the National 


liistorical tnstitute be headed by Virgilio Almario wil) be two of the 


sponsorin;, national orfanizetions. 
/jnon,, those present at the breakiast sponsored by the Vvhilippine-Soviet Triend 
ship Society, were Ambassador Yuri Sholnmov eputy Defense ‘‘inister and “ember 


of larlianment Teodulo . ‘lativicad,  lrancisco Sumlony Director lonciano &%. 
Peralta VYineda of tic Institute of National Lancuare. Justice Mila Cernman 
Director OQuiason, Dr. Salvador !’. Lopez, Teodoro |. Valencia. and former As 


semblymen Lstanislauo Alinea and wopelio Oulambao, bot! of Quezon City. 
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BICORNIA OF} POO! OSPICTS FOR CONVENOR Chore 

Manila BULLETIN TOUAY io Paplish 7 Jan O5 p G 

| Cor mentary by lOCSUS si ornia “Convenor loc lias No lo! itical Ler to ht ana 
On ] 


fi“ ’ ‘ + . - . . ; . . ; = ' 
(Text) Spurned by political proups it would lead in a unified “crusade 


ayainst the Marcos re;ime the convenor proup faces loss of the last prop 
shoring, up its ciaimw to leacership in “he Irapmented opposition. Ironically 
delivered by the Varcos-dowinated Batasan. The 


oe 
- 
~ 
- 
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Li coup de 
blow will take the iorm of a law cnpoweriny the lawmaking, body to name which 
of the opposition parties extant is the “cowinant opposition party” entitled 
to clection inspectors and other protective privilepnes under the Liection Code. 


The lection Code authorizes the Commission on Llections (Comelec) to deter 
wine what party is the dominant opposition party in cach rej,ion. An amend 

ment to the law now in the works would transicr this power to the batasan. 
Since the Code also provides that the party obtaining the second larpest number 
vi votes in a previous election, it stands to reason that the United National 
ist Democratic Orpanization (unido) which clected the largest number of opposi- 
tion candidates to the Batasan will reecive recopnition as the dominant op- 


position party in the coming pollings. 


Neither former Senator Lorenzo Tanada’s COND vor businessman Jaime Ongpin's 
Lonjuet Corporation, not even lirs. Cory Aquino, widow of the assassinated op 
position leader Lenijno Aquino Jr., claims affiliation with a lepally reco; 
nized political party or proup that took part in last year's parliamentary 
elections. No way. therctore, can they obtain recopnition of their convenor 
group as the dominant opposition party. To cnable them to continue leader- 
ship in the drive to unify the Irapmented opposition, they mist join a politi 
cal party under the Unido umbrella. To co so they would have to kowtow to a 
political figure they have studiously ignored in the past, Datasan Ninority 
rloorleader Jose bl. lLourel Jr. (Unido. Batanyas). 


lt is the Philippine political cxperience that a party or candidate without 
inspectors ana poll watchers is at the mercy of the administration party and 


: 
Vie 


its candidates at the polls. <Any opposition candidate who is not backed ly 
the Unido stands no chance at winning uncer present conditions, in the Jinal 
analysis. Adoption therelore of a proposal by the majority members of the 


batasan's committee on revision of laws would knock down whatever pretensions 


to opposition lcadership the convenor proup has entertained thin tar. 
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VALENCIA ON FILIPINO PRO-AMERLCANTISN 


Manila PULLLIPPINES DALLY EXPRESS in Unelish 7 Jan 35 p 4 


i 
[Article by Teodoro f. Valencia in the “Over a Cup of Coffee’ column] 


[ixcerpt] The opposition’s propasanda line is weak. They anchor their hopes 
for election victory on the death of President Marcos or his continued i111 
ness. They are wrong--the KLL is no pushover even if the President is not 
around to guarantee victory. The KROL has an army of talents that the oppost 


tion can’t bray about. Then, what if the President ts tlhe candidate himelf 
because | locs not become sick or dics? 


lt is vbvious that the opposition will anchor their campaiyn on o call for 
the removal of the American bases. This ts a losing, posittion--the l'arcos ad 


' 


ministration would have adopted this position if the Prestcent thounht th 


people would support that. The sad truth is that a majority of our peopl 
are still very very pro-American. ‘They will po against anyone who ts anti 


\aerican even if they sive Lip-service support to such a man. 


Yon’t get me wrony. IT am one of those who believe that the American base: 


constitute a ti.reat to our galety and theit presence diminishes the sovercira 


tights of the Filiptaes. During the hei: ht of the tuk cawpai,;u, Luts Taru 
aad his mean could lave taken Manila but they dared wot because the, wer 
certain Liat the Clary. Air Sase aa Subic forces of Ut! United States would 
stop therm. The American bases are where they are because \wertcan interest 
am! ylobal military plans say they must. ruc moment they are no loner 
necded the Americans will leave on their own steaw. it inne even il we 
declare war ow the United States t! bases will be where they are. The o; 
position leaders know this too. They're only kiddin), with their brave pos 
ture. 

Cov; 4200/7467 
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PAPERS UALL SUPREME COURT DECISIONS AS ‘TURNING POLLT’ 


Cotabato City ThhL ALNDANAO CROSS in Un lish 29 Dev an G 
[Uditerial;: “Sign of Chanszin,, Time” ] 


[Text] What maybe is the turning point in the strusp,le to return completely 
freedom and democracy in the Vhilippines was the Supreme Court's decision Last 


Wednesday that the military raid on the offices of "W! -lorum” on December 7 
1962 was illegal. If not yet. it is a sijn that the turning potnat is near. 


‘ft issuc in the case is freedom of the press. here others cowered Wy 
‘orum stood pat on its constitutional right to criticize the tills of martial 
law, the post-martial law Marcos administratior ud the “Marcos cynasty. 

for this, the paper earned the label ‘subversive . e military raided ane 
closed in itvoking lresidential ecree ‘o IDs 


ual’, at tssue is freedom of the judiciary. With 12 justices who deliber 
| on the decision penned !yy Justice Venicio Uscolin votins unanimously, 
Supreme Court shed off its ivaye as a rubber stamp of the “arcos adninis- 
ration. In assertin, its constitutional freedom to uphold the constitutional 
treedom and rij ht of “Wh-Forum , the tribunal sipnalled the lower courts to 


assert their freedom in the administration of justice. 


Tune Supreme Court ruling that the newspaper or wedia in peneral should not be 
subjected to any form ‘of previous restraint ot nsorship, abhorrent to the 
freedom of the press, guaranteed under the fundamental law... [5 to media as 


rain is to a witherin, ricetiecld. 


The virtual dental of the Wl-lorum freedom to express ttself in print, tin 
tribunal continued, ©...is patently anathematic to a democratic frameworl 
wiere a tree, alert and even militant ress is « ential for olitical enlicht 
enwent and growth of tue citizenry. 


This is a censure not only to the military raiders of “\l.-rorum but to all 
who directly or subtly exercise cestraint or censorship on mecta. 


Eucoura-ed by this bold decision of the Supreom “uct we watcl is 1955 comes 
with .reat interest how tue tribunal would rule on pendiny petitions arainst 














Amendweat So 6 and the many decrees considered repressive and unconstitutional. 
‘s its decision in the Wi-Forum” case uolelc freedom of the press, will it 
also uphold the freedom of the Filipino people from repressive acts under 
martial law? 

lf the sign of changin;, time continues to be, the Supreme Court will. A fre 
judiciary and an equally free press are the yreat hopes of [reedom an!’ democrac 
in this country ia 1985. That's a hope, not just a wish. 


*Lony Nicht Comin, To End 


-* 


Quezon City ANG PAUAYACANC MALAYA io En lish 9 Jan %5 pp 1, 
{iditorial: “The Long Ni-ht Is Comins, to an fnd"] 


[Text] Following its historic Dec. 26 deciston on press {reedom in the YF 
Vorum cas®, the Supreme Court has struc’ another bt:, blow for the resturat tion 
of the people's civil liberties when it ordered the release of wilitary custod) 
of two subversion suspects, Cyuthia Nolasco and Villle Tolentino. The two 
ordered released by the Quezon City ‘‘etropolitan Trial Court alter filing bail 
bonds, had continued tu be retained by the military after they produced . Mv 
iikhe a ma,ictian extracting a rabbit [row his hat, many days after the court 
had ordered their release. 


Vreviously, in 1993, in a similar case, the HWiph Trilwnal had ruled that 
courts cannot interfere with the preropative of the President to arrest am 
‘detain persons a;aiust whom a PDA had been issued, 


! 


Mat the lavivoratia,, wind of chance has started to blow throuyh the Suprom 
vourt. 


fa an cditorial two days ajo, “ulaye stited that the Preventive Detent ton 
Action is avt only unconstitutional jut also the birrest instrument of terror 
bein, used by the authoritarian Marcos regime to hwrass, terrorize and! intiwi 
date the people. The editurial then culled for the recall or suspension o: 
the decrve authorizia,, tic Prestdent to Isone Pies, 


This latest action of the Supreme Court on tle two gubverston suspects, comin 
on che heels of the WE-Corum verdict is turther evidence that the triiamal i: 
uow set to dismantle the diabolical mu'tnory of oppression and repression whic! 
‘kK Maccos studiedly and elaboratcly set up to preserve his dictatorial mule and 
perpetuate his evil re ime. 


Clearly and uamistakalbl), th Court of Last Resort is deftly ouidin,; the 
country back to the pathway of (reedo.w Justice an’ democracy. The lloeration 
of the Filipino people is at hand. The lonp, dark and dan; crous al, ht tis eo 
in, to an insylorivus end. 
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‘ +) ee vurt ’ ircos tourt im Civ sarse Ciaat al! it 
foeirton a Del ve iv Li potnt ; ‘tws tlc ont iTcus. Dhow tie can 
t it ¢ Court woal ver “eis to do t'w lbitiddin ot Civ Ippo iatin ere r 
‘ he ee im (Cf ‘ | 1 Thee wo luts wer cdeclines inh t le domo! ie té 
Vives, Cin Cmers ol Cin ort ill com under tucrteasin., oressure to resound 
to tlhe CmocTatlic the |} ik o irations of the nattonal soci cy. The oreseut 
cwbers of the Court uiclt have been ap,olnted by a dictator, but Tiilippia 
‘Cmoctacy antedated the Varcos dictutors.ip by twelve years at ‘east. Tx 
rewts ol tin eu re © Court run hack all tin wally to tlhe topubl i. of 194 . + 
1A) ywouwes : tC) oO} | , im’ =f ‘ colontal ovetrouiwnt ol 1907. It is ? pean he 
istiu wishe! Lipea.« hl Gln Optom: Cong is 2 conterpic« ot that 


fynese fellections at inspired by the recent deciston of the Supreme Court on 

tle We OoTum case. in o tnonifues ce ion written bw Justice Venicto Uscoltir 

tie Court vacated ¢t two search warr: ‘+ that had heen iseuce! acatnst the new 
ipec on Peceber , by Unevon City Uxecutive Jnr rnani Cruz “ano, 


« Court ordered the military to restore to Jose |. Burros, JIr., publisher 


wm! elitec, all the printin; equipment, ooter vehicles, books, documents, 


ete. that had »ecen seized durin the raid. “we Court mule that the 
losure of the newspapers constituted previous restraint and censorshi 
fitch is abhorrent to irocdo o. the press am! violative of demecrar in 
ihe] 1 ites ilert aad even wilitaat press is essential,’ lusticen Telix V. 
Ia8lar, Uecthorenes Lonceprc ion if. \ewurtina Melencto-lerrera lire 
lena, Lore, leva, tuo . Cutterresz, Jr., &. S. de la Twente Serafin 
Cuevas and i justice Untique il. leraando concurred with the decision 
Jitle Justice amo ning abata lies’ 
in trenchant iraseuole wilch bas cote te ecuaracterize his views on “haa 
ri nts CaA8SCS, matics Vicent« Vial ones dex lared in a separate concurrin 


oXHinion that we | Bere warrants were iseued in ross violattlon of tle Con 


Litution an! constituted “aakes suppresston of press freedom, 
oT lo uUrwws tim hed) mt tcam ist ow 6Atte i! uted to not! in 'S ut nts 
uts ma yot or utes lus excellent timin«: and a bit of »ood luck. is 
ute he owes fo no of except perhay (| to lose 1. Gurvos, Sr., of wrwose old 
‘lock he is a worti cat. 
‘ it ol »«! luwek and the excellent tintin he owe to the fact that in 
bites, o Littl. fsile wnt il thy Suprem: Court<-a unanimous twelve just te 
not countin t lient Lit. «had potten ready to take ite courase and itn 
mJonce in it ny mh! s wel act In tidelity to tits own tnuer (Licipl tm 
i} r isteori tf if Bis 
' ‘ ; ' ] 
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ZAMBOANGA OFFICER FEARS RENEWED MNLF OFFENSIVES 
Quezon City ANG PANAYAGANG MALAYA in English & Jan 85 pp 1, 6 
[Article by Peter S. Dimaguila III] 


[Text) Zamboanga City--A ranking military official aired fears of a bigger 
offensive by the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) in southern Mindanao 
this year during a meeting of the city's peace and order council last week. 


Col. Romeo Abendan, Zamboanga District Command (Zamdiscom) commander, said 
that intelligence reports have indicated that the secessionist movement will 
launch a new terroristic and fund-raising activities in southern Mindanao 
which, he said, will include Zamboanga City. 


“The MNLF is expected to wage a new struggle against the government in south- 
ern Mindanao,” Abendan told the council members. Abendan chairs the coun- 
cil. 


The Zamdiscom chief was refer.ing to military reports last week that some 
2,000 MNLF rebel commanders and their followers were monitored by government 
troops in Bolo-Bolo, Tawi-Tawi to have entered the country through the 
southern backdoor. 


During the meeting, members of the council unanimously passed a resolution 
asking the National Police Commission to allocate more policemen in the city 
because the present police force, they said, is not enough to cope up with 
the deteriorating peace and order situation here. 


According to police chief, Maj. Jesus Mabalot, the present number of police- 


men under his command is 269. Out of that number, Mabalot said, 64 others 
are either on leave, restricted, suspended or detailed with the PC-INP. 


CSO: 4200/467 
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NPA HANDS BILLS CLAIM CREDIT FOR KILLING IN GEN SANTOS CITY 
Davao City THE MINDANAO DAILY MIRROR in English 8 Jan 85 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Printed handbills distributed in General Santos City, presumably by 
the New People's Army (NPA), seem to confirm the theory that members of the 
NPA's Sparrow unit were behind the recent shooting to death of a policeman 
in San Juan, Silway, that city. 


Shot dead last Movember 27 at about 9 o'clock in the evening was Pfc. Eleazar 
Tapurco, head of the Theft and Robbery section of the city's police force. 
Investigators disclosed that Tapurco was then on a surveillance mission in 
that particular district of the city who one of four still unidentified armed 
men shot him from three times. The victim was hit in both legs and behind 
the heart. The killer and his three companions fled across the Silwat bridge. 


Handbills later distributed near the scene of the killing claimed that Tapurco 
had been “sentenced” to death by the NPA for the following “sings” attributed 
to him: (1) Abuse of authority, (2) Homicide, (3) Heading a gang of theieves, 
(4) Pushing marijuana, and (5) For acts inimical to the New People's Army. 


Tapurco’s colleagues in the police force immediately denied the accusations 
against him in the handbills, calling them “malicious fabrications” intended 
to smear the policeman’s name. 


The handbills also called on all members of the military, including the PC- 
INP, intelligence units, CHDF and even “informers” to resign their positions 
and seek other means of Livelihood. 


P/Cpl. Tomas Leonida, chief of the Warrant, Subpoena and Communication Divis- 
ion, also disclosed that Tapurco’s government issued .38 caliber service 
revolver, which he carried inside a clutch-bag, was taken by the killers. 


Without necessarily disregarding the NPA handbills, the General Santos City 
police are still investigating the assassination and hope to apprehend the 
killer and his companions eventually, if only to avenge Tapurco's murder. 


CSO: 4200/467 
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" OVI { ON TIERROPIS INSUTCENC) iA 
lamila PLILLPPINCS DALLY EXPRES vurula unp loument rh f la 
5 5?) 
l Interv lew by Ching (i. Alano with Dava riental Covernor: rare | 
Lovernor |rancisco Labat: "7 LL) Dialore ith ¢t Dev il imscl ti 
to lave leace in Davac ' | 
Text | Lac recent fus t violence--bo in Millis . tri ierent 
militant church workers anc asserted virt! t it wt turn int 
lorbicden territory. ote! iwiness is sla j : t restour 
and niteclub business. uy bod lares to venture tanto thw fre«t ter ni t 
fall for lear that he, tor mi: ht become another statistic tl it 
list of unsolved murders. Dy day and by night, the shadows continue to over 
over the avacenos who could only ask with muweh fear and trem) re ‘ 
t ecom anotliue. j 

vaeo Orienta wernor lranc tac bat i Lei 
us a picture j avao today in tuis intervi it é : t 
= ‘ ; Femomper oat ctter { at por an 
Lé ‘ ‘ } iif turnesu j racctul i i t toe ' 
ro i oliti re the 1 yf ort ’ 
; 

i ; Our Dome Was MotilLione! if ¢ her tion it aAvita 
rebel leader of ti Pullippine Liberat reantzattion (PTH) 
torrorist roup tapnod as ti principal suspect in the killing « 
Th ppesition Liswure Alex Orcullo 1s covet tive 1 Lew 
city. eport have it that Abubakar Karsolo alla witar urreom or 
to you amu that you used hii later when on ran lor oO f j vyientat 
to terrorize voters. Wy we hear your bel ; tin tor 
OV. rancisco Kabat inl hapitan fi o never surrencers "ft 
Mave rocores Oo i name on tile with ti rev Loe tal Por ' ' r 
vines this Abubakar vautista ireolo. La idn*t Lite t' it 7 
that he was ith me ana Cieat | wee! his oot fr hig f : 
Army) micht misuncderstan that its is ji lA ; Lay ' 


COncCcTNnCt. 





I don't know Kapitan ingyw, [ don't kaow how wy naw even came up. Some- 
times | wonder how an alle.ed “oslem woul! Se usiny a nickname that is popu 
larl, used by Tapalogs- ' think you Lnow Chat Ing-o is a aickoname that is 
use in the Cavite area, Jatan jas or “ulacan area and it is used by Tfa:alo;s 
very seldom will you clad a Celuano called tauseo, much more a ‘“oslen, 


There verte about 16 who surrendered to me from North Cotabato but certainly, 
not anyone of them is Commander Inggo. I find it difficult to helieve that 
Kapitan lnuggo is a “Noslen. To my mind, from what I know of Moslems. ther use 
names like Jobbar, Abdul, Jack, Basser, Talim. Sasim but not Inewo. Ingro ts 
a Tayalop uickname for a person who is calle! Domingo. Mayhe its’ diversion 
ary it's a group of persons who have oryanized themselves an! commit a crime 
and then throw it to cither the SA (Sanesa ‘wero Army) or NPA. It's diversion 
ary so that when the military looks for the \iller, their attention is scared 
tuwards the BMA or the UPA. 


‘rom what I heard in Davao city, Kapitan In):o surrendered in Davao city to 
the station Commamider of the Integrated National Police Captain Villareiz. 
Villareiz brow, ht him te Col. Teves and to Gen. Dionisio Tan-Catue and 1 think 
we was Lluterviewe! by the NLA Director Captata Sorje in Davao city but never 
in m province. 

lwo of the 16 surrenderees were AMwbakar, Abbas who ts called Commander Cerry 
and a Lady named Salome ww is married to Jivuy Labawad, they're now Lewliny. 
a tLormal life. 


Je; =o hut have you heard of the "LO? Did you know Alex Orcullo? 


Gov. “abat: TIT only heard about the P10 when my name was ixplicated. I haven't 
ween to Davao city for almost four years, I hwven't even seen the heart of 

the city for the last four years because whenever I come to “anila, it's alrc- 
port to airport, I © to the alrport of Mati (Mavao Orlential), then Mavaw 
city, ‘walla but I don't »o dowatowa anymore so TIT haven't seen Davao city... 
We ve had the Imelda tiarcos airport in Uatt aimee 1978, Te's 2,300 mm, Lon 
and 150 w«. wide with about 1,6°9C m=. of comerete runway and wider than the 
iirpert of Davao city. We have beon appealin. to my Eriend Jun Cruz if he 
could wake the scheduled flichts fer bavac-latt-Sislin:-Tandac-Cebu and bac’ 
because right now we're having cifftieulties soing to Davao city because of the 
highway. There are many checkpoints now belousing to different croups of 
people bocause of many incidents that have orcurred-huraing of trucks, burnin 
of cars, even our last supply of oxy en that was brouwsht in by the duap true’ 
of the i(wlaria Control was stopped in Sonalheon. and was burne’ so “att hos 
pital as no suppl, of oxycon because of that. 


With resard to Alex Orculle, | wish T new bin. tT don't know his political 
pillesophy, 1 don’t know hic busteess, civie and soclal activities because | 
don’t know hia... But you canpot aveld people who do not lite you. Like in 
my prevince, sume poople do not Lie me om they will so out of thelr way 
to destroy me for as lou, a6 Liwy can... 
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WEEIGZD: liow have the recent political cevelopucnts in Davao city altected 
Davao Oricntal? 


Gov. Rabat: “My province now is underyoinz some (ilficulties because of the 
provlems confronting the city. The city is the center of all cconomic life, 
political Life or what have you. But because of the reported violence in the 
city, we don't have crude, we don't have food, sasoline, money, we don’t have 
anything because everything is centered in the city. The bombings, killings, 
every day there is always somethiny, happening... The jeepney strike has 
paralyzed the economic life of the people not only in the city but also in 
the surrounding provinces. Passenzers from our area cannot «so to avao or 
those businessmen from Davao come in to our area because there's no way to 
go--we don't have air transportation or sea transportation, everything has to 
pass through the land, the highway from Davao city to Tagum, Tagum to “att, 
that is a stretch of 167 kms. 


WEEKEND: tow is the peace and order situation at present in Davao Oriental? 


Gov. iabat: The peace and order is containable in the sense that if only 

the civil sovernment has certain priorities in the cowmand of the local IN?S 
I think tie situation can be improved. But since the mayors and the sovernors 
have no power except on paper but indeed it is not so, you still have to de 
pend oa the local command and the regional command. What is happening now is 
an overflow of rebels coming from the different provinces- Surigao, Ayusan 
del Norte, Davao city--or whatever there are pressures from the military, 
naturally they will yo to a place where they can have their temporary Ru! 

so to speak. This is the reason why the province in the last three or four 
mont’s has had quite an experience for the first time since I became ~overnor 
in 1975 where we were attacked twice in Bangansya where a loysiny; firm was 
held up with its equipment and logs burned and three times in the barangay of 
Calapayan where a prominent lawyer was killed. 


WEEKEND: What peace formula can you offer to untangle this proverbial Cordian 
knot? 


Gov. Rabat: What Davao city needs now is a soo! command, a jood man who can 
command and restore the faith of the people... A good regional commander and 
a jood Netrodiscom commander perhaps with a different approach can solve the 
problem. The present command has lost its drive to initiative... Tan Catue 
is good, Echeverria is good. fut a lot of thines need straicshtening out in 
Davavo city --reli:ious, political, social conilicts--and the man to iron out 
these kinks must be very stron... 


WEEKEND; If something can be said for lavao city it is that the people are 
vizilant and they stand united on issues of the day. Then, too, the Opposi- 
tion is somethin, to reckon with. 


Cov. tabat. The Opposition has been very strony. Davao city is Opposition 
country, it's a city that is always unsatisfied, so to speak- you cannot 
satisfy, even Metro Nanila. Were, wheacver I so around “ietro Manila. I'm 
always filled with envy when 1 see the roads cewented and then destroyed, 
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then cemented and then destroyed, endleisly. And then I see your park: are 
beautiful, everythin, is sodernized an’ yet you'ce wot satisfied’. Now much 
more in the cities an! towns of Uimlaaao? Chere arc may vore towns ip 
Nimiaaso Cuat require the attention of the national povermaciut. 


WARD. Not many years ayo, your wife. now Asscublyvomn Kit Nakpil Rahat 


. ’ 


fio wre! in a borbin, incident. 


Gov. Rabat: [owas the inteaded vietio of course. aw! not wy wife. Yes tt 
was in LO50, We were just elected. [ vas tunnin,, at that tive unoppose! and 
T lanul « Ccoam, all of us wou auc sicultancously there vas this Southern 
Mindanao repioual athloutic hall held im Vat i upon wy invitation. Ve built a 
sports complex Chere and it was after the -ames that Sunday, Veb. 27. that the 
Division Superintendent roguested we if we could have a victory ball and [ 
told hia that [ think we should dispense with that because the games were 
over aud the athletes were pois, home. Unfortunately, he approached uy wtle 
With se the victory ball was held in the «veniny, at the quadrangle. At ex 
actl,; 10:45 that eveunin, when the ceresonies were over the dancing was about 
to be; in, the presidential table was left vacant an! we moved amon the people. 
Maybe drinking San “Mizuel beer is a Liftesaver--call of nature iorced me to :o 
to the comirot room which © would say was about 39 m. Crom where "ity and } 
were sittin,, dowa. As I was comin;; out of tie CR, I was mer by Atty. Cone 
Bernados, our collectoc of customs of lati and he offered me a bottle ot cold 
beer and he congratulated me for a very successful affair. Se [ returned the 
compliments by sitting down with hin for a while. After about two or three 
minutes, there was a biy pany, explosion aul when I looke, I saw where it 
exploded and somebody dragged me outside, it was my security mn. ‘Sefore I 
realized it, it was my wife who was hit so [ came back running. T heard a 
lot of woaning and cryin; so I lifted my wife and rushed her to the Raptist 
liospital and she was airlifted to Nanila the next morning. I called the 
First Lady by long distance and she answered me and sent an airforce plane 
to ‘lati at 4 a.m. It was pitch dark and the airport had no Light so I really 
commended the pilot and the crew that came. Hdith was given some inject ions 
in jiati but we had no provisions there--blood and other medicines... She was 
flown in a bigger plane to Hauila the next day and she was in the intensive 
care for a couple of days, she stayed in the hospital for about six months 
and it took about two years before she could walk. But you know Edith is a 
determined woman, nothin, can stop her. he Cirst thing she asked for when 
she woke up was a mirror--that's Ndith for you! 

WEEKEND: Who threw the grenade at your wile? 

Gov. Rabat: In 1903 or "02, Sept. ¥, two youns, boys were apprehended ta Mati 
durin;, the eve of the fiesta there. These two boys confessed that they were 
part of the five-member group that threw the wrenade. They implicated an old 
man who pointed at a certain Jaser who turned out to be Aurelio Vasanykay. 
Nayangkay implicated two others and so the five of them were bhrouyht in by 
the military. Lventually, Saser confessed that it was a certain Jack who 
coutacted him and pave him the grenade, Commander Jack turned out to be Cata- 
Lino Castro, an employe of Vice Governor Muilio Dayanghirany. Ue tap) Leated 
the nephew of the Vice Covernor, Antero Dayanghiran; and the View Covernor, Se 
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the case was filed with the Provincial Fiscal and a warrant of arrest was 
issued a;ainst the Vice Governor and his nepliew but the two went into hidings- 
for seven months. There were G7 victims in that blast, two diced... In that 
incident, 13 of the victims were my relatives. Ang msakit nito, it was sup- 
pesed to be multiple frustrated murders and mltiple murders and yet they 

were abl: to get a bail. Somebody powerful intervened, I cannot name him but 
he is more vr less very powerful. That's why in my lctter to Gen. Fidel Ramos. 
I was full of wonder how come this man who was apprehended by the military is 
now beiny, protected by the military. The accused can so around Davao Orin 

tal anywhere they wish to go with armalite-totin, military bodysuards. 


Wale: Is the NPA problem not a problem in your area? 


Gov. Rabat: I'w not saying it's not a problem, they are encroachiny, they 

are penetrating. Unless something is donc, they will succced because of the 
methods that they use. Now here again, are they the NPA that are doing all of 
this? That's the big question. Because I've known the activities of the NPAs, 
tiey co not threaten people, frigiitten or kill people because of their desire 
to attain their objectives, I don't think this is done by the NPA. Suddenly 
in the last five or six months, there has been a surge of killings all over 
and everything seems to be charsed to them, charged to the BMA, there could 

ve other groups also... 


WEEKEND. So what other groups could there be aside from the NPA, the BMA an! 
the P10? 


Cov. dabat: TI really wouldn't know. [But I'll sive you a factual incident. 
Not lony ago, in Banaybanay, there was a s;renade thrown at two members of the 
INP and three members of the Civilian tome Defense Force (CHDF) by three ex - 
tortionists so the local command put an entrapment, somehow the culprits were 
detected aud one of them lobbed a grenade at a CIID? man who was not hurt so 
badly and so he retaliated and killed one extortionist. The extortionist 
turned out to be somebody from the local area, 37 years old and he is from 
Luzon and not a member of the Bangsa Moro Army or the New People's Army. 

but the man who was killed was identified in the papers as either charged to 
the PA or the UMA. It could be done by a gang or a syndicate or a hired yun 
or 4a composite team of bad elements in lindanao... I think the economic 
conditions alwe become the yvenerator of dissidents because of poverty. 


WEEKLND. Are these rebel returnees actually used by the military in counter 
insurgency operations? 


Gov. Kabat. Yes, before. If the military can use them as for surveillance 
for missions, for whatever reason. And they became a very effective force 
because they could identify their colleagues. As a matter of Lact, a lot of 
those boys who surrendered in Mati [rom North Cotabato were able to briny, tn 
about 57 whom they were able to convince to come down from the mountains. 


WEEKEND. Uave you made any attempt to dialoyue with these dissident groups? 
Gov. Kabat: I will dialogue with the Devil himself anytime in my province if 


I can have peace. I will not even look if he is Moslem or not. 


C50. 4200/467 
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PAPER SAYS OPPORTUNITY FOR PRC TRADE MUST BE GRASPED 
"Mr Moore's Mission"] 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 4 Jan 85 p 12 


{[Editorial: 
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JPRS-SEA-85-036 
21 February 1985 


PHILIPPINES 


U.S. BASES ISSUE DRIVES WEDGE IN OPPOSITION RANKS 


Quezon City VERITAS in English 13 Jan 85 p 14 


{Text ] 


Lwurel, president of UNIDO, re- 
fused to sign the declaration of 
because of the state- 
ment which reads: “Foreign mili- 
tary bases on Philippine territory 
imust be removed and no foreign 
military bases must hereafter be 
“Loant the 
that State- 
ment shoud teed as follows: “Fo- 
reign military bases constitute a 
diminution vt Philippine 
sovereignty and involve the peace, 
security, and survival of the entire 
nation. Therefore, foreign mili- 
tary bases should not be allowed 
on Philippine soil without the 
consent of the sovereign people 
obtained through a free and 
honest plebiscite or referendum 
called for the purpose. 
“With this change’ in 
. | believe that we will 
able to underscore the need to 
remove from the realm of execu- 
tive agreements the matter of 
— military bases which 
be left to the sovereign 
people for their decision and at 
the same time obviate any 
possible implication that we in the 
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Opposition stand for the 
uniltcral abrogation of our coun- 
trys treaty obligations,” Laurel 
te! ! former Sen. Lorenzo Tafiada, 
Com ser Group chairman, in a 
formal letter. 

| aurel also said that his suggest - 
jon was based on the recommend- 
atweon of the UNIDO Council of 
Lesders composed of former 
sc; «ors Ambrosio Padilla and 
Fr wcisco “Suc” Rodrigo, MPs 
Ih«:c*hono Adaza, Eva Estrada 
a -_ o Jose B. Laurel Jr. and 
Ki ..ciano =: Mercado; ~=— former 
Conpressman Tito Dupaya, Zam- 
beanga City Vice Mayor Susan de 
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MONEY MARKET IMPROVES, SMC TOP BORROWER 


JPRS-SEA-85-036 
21 February 1985 


PHILIPPINES 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 13 Jan 85 p 18 


{Article by Ellen Samaniego] 


[Text] 


CSO: 


LOCAL borrowings of private 
companies through short-term 
commercial paper issuances more 
than doubled last year from P1.45 
billion in 1983 to P3.33 billion, 
the Securities and xchange 
rn (SEC) reported yester- 
ay. 

The renewed interest in commer- 
cial paper flotations of the private 
sector came as a result of the 
light credit situation prevailing 
during the year, with lending rates 
of most commercial banks ranging 
from 40 tw 60 percent, SFC 
sources said. 

During the year, SEC approved 
the commercial paper issuances 
of 14 firms, of which ten were 
authorized under ordinary registra- 
tiun exempted from the committed 
credit line (CCL), one under 
ordinary registration with CCL 
and three under special registration. 


The biggest corporate iswer 
during the period was San Miguel 
Corp. with authorized debt 
ceiling of P2 billion, as exempt 
issuer. 
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Other exempted issuers included 
Philippine Packing Corp. with P1SO 
million worth of commercial paper 
flotations, _—_ and “a 
Philippines Manufacturing 
with P100 million; California 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. with P50 
million; and Union Carbide 
Philippines Inc. with PSO million. 


ALSO exempted from the 
CCL irement were Kimberly 
Clark Philippines Inc. with P40 
million; The Shell Chemicals with 
P30 million; Mintcor Finance and 
Leasing Corp. with P11.4 million; 
CP) Corp. with P10 million; and 


Philippine Investment Manage- 
ment Consultant Inc. with PS.5 
million. 


The SEC, on the other hand, 
the flotations of the 
Manila Electric Co. worth PSO0 
million under special registr- tion 
as well as Phil Commercial 
Capital Inc. with P320 million; and 
Mercury Drug Corp. with PSO 
million. 





JPRS-—SEA--85-036 
21 February 1985 


PHILIPPINES 


OIL FIRMS BUY CHEAPER CRUDE ON SPOT MARKET 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 13 Jan 85 p 18 
[Article by Arleen C. Chipongian] 


[Text] Local oil companies have reduced their inventories to 50-55 
from 60-65 days to take advantage of the low prices of crude oil in the 
international market. 


Cesar A. Buenaventura, Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp president, said oil 
companies were buying crude at spot prices because these are markedly 
lower than crude bought from term contract suppliers. 


In another development, Buenaventura said the move to mothball one of the 
three local oil refineries as part of the energy sector rationalization 
program was not a good idea because it fails to consider the cost put into 
the construction and maintenance of the refinery by the oil company. 


Crude oil bought from term contract suppliers reach $29 per barrel, as 
against spot prices of between $27.40-$26 a barrel. 


Buenaventura said his company gets two-thirds of its crude oil requirement 
at spot prices. 


In addition to lower oil prices, the spot market also offers attractive 
terms which include 90-180 days credit, with the first 30 days interest- 


free. 


The low inventories of the local oil companies could also be attributed 
to the continuous drop in the prices of crude oil in the international 
market. 


The oil glut has led to weakening prices of imported crude, he said. 
The oil company president meantime said Pilipinas Shell still has term 
contracts with suppliers as Brunei Shell Co Ltd, Shell International, 
Petronas Malaysia and Pecten in the United States. 


It would be more advisable, he said, to organize a program which would 
see to it that all refineries work more effectively and efficiently. 
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Earlier, Energy Minister Geronimo Z. Velasco said underutilization of 
refineries could lead to the possibility of one refinery being mothballed. 


He, however, added that other ways to maximize the use of refineries would 
be to service the refinery requirements of neighboring countries. 


Buenaventura, also a Monetary Board member, stressed that the decision 
to mothball a refinery should be made only after exhaustive studies to 
prove that one local oil refinery is inefficient enough to merit being 
closed down. 


Pilipinas Shell only refines 30,000 barrels of crude oil from its refinery 
capacity of 60,000 barrels daily. On the other hand, Caltex Phils uses 
only 40,000 barrels daily out of its refinery capacity of 65,000 barrels 

a day. Bataan Refinery Corp, owned by state-owned Petrophil Corp refines 
80,000 barrels of crude against its capacity of 155,000 barrels. 


Buenaventura stressed that whatever decision would be reached should be 
made on the commercial aspect of the refinery's operations than being a 
mandate from the government. 


The oil company president also said that rationalization program of 
gasoline stations would probably take some three to five years. 


Gasoline stations which would be closed down are those along the light 
rail transit route, he said. 


He added that oil companies would see to it that service stations whose 
volume demand has consistently declined would also be closed down. 


CSO: 4200/489 
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PHILIPPINES 


ASLAN TRIBES SIGN SOLIDARITY PACT IN BAGUIO CITY 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 12 Jan 85 p 5 


[Article by Paul Icamina: "'We Belong to This Land and No Other'--Asian 
Tribals Sign Solidarity Pact"] 


[Text] Baguio City--They have come together in “mutual respect to share and 
reflect on our history, traditions, problems and aspirations." And they left. 
with a solidarity pact as an expression of “our affinity to the land, so! !i- 
arity to one another and to our common struggles.” 


It was the first ever regional gathering of indigenous peoples of Asia 
and the Pacific, attended by tribals from Australia, India, Indonesia 
(Irian Jaya), Japan, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Sri Lanka. 
Baguio City was an apt setting because it is the gateway to the Cordillera 
Mountains where tribals are restless over land issues and are, in fact, 
seeking autonomous rule. 


"Our ancestral lands have become the last frontier for development, but a 
development which does not include us," said lawyer William Claver, head 
of the Cordillera People's Alliance. Since June the Alliance has demanded 
for a Cordillera autonomous region and the right to ancestral land, its 
disposition, use and management. 


"All over Asia, the way tribals look at land is how to use it as a means 
to survival, to give the basic minimum needs," said Raajen Singh and 
India's Save the Forest, Save Man” movement. "Land alienation, displacement 
from ancestral land, and curtailment of rights to use forest land and 
produce are in the main problems of tribals in India. They also share 
with the rural poor problems like unemployment, low wages, bondate, etc 

as a result of the forcible absorption of tribals into modern agriculture 
and industries." 


While the participants were by no means representative of all Asian tribals, 
the stories they had to tell were revealing. The recurrent theme: Land, 

or the lack of access to ancestral lands and the threat, if not actual harm, 
made by development projects, mining and logging operations and the settle- 
ment by non-tribals of forest land. Like the case of Southern Irian Jaya's 


Amungme people. 
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It was in 1623 when the Amungme had its first contact with Westerners who 
saw the snow on one of Southern New Guinea's mountaintops, the first time 
snow was sighted in the tropics. But it was in the last two decades that 
were particularly disruptive to the tribals: The voluntary exodus of half 
the tribe to the Akimuga flatlands in the early 1960s and the encroachment 
of the American mining company Freeport Minerals upon the Amungme's ances- 
tral land south of Mount Jaya and the consequent compulsory resettlement 
of the remaining highland Amungwe to Timika. 


Next to oil and gas, copper is the second most important export of [rian 
Jaya, Indonesia's most remote eastern province. The Freeport mine is the 
world's largest above-ground copper mine, covering 100 square kilometers 

of the Waa and Tsinga valleys inhabited by the Amungme. Conflicts arise, 
the inhabitants of the valleys resenting the fact that they caanot enter the 
Tembagapura mining town although it sits on the one route between the two 
valleys. It is alleged that some local leaders are receiving monthly 
honorariums from the mine and have installed heavy security. 


"The mining has created a breakdown of Amungme culture and society south 
of Mt Jaya,” reported a participant from Irian Jaya. “Losing most of 
their land and without adequate technical know-how to work in a high-tech 
mining operation, plus the allegations of involvement (in the separatist 
movement), the highland Amungme have no other choice than to resettle at 
Timika or become scavengers on their own land.” 


The Amungme tribe which inhabits the 17 valleys around Puncak Jaya and most 
especially those in Waa and Tsinga valleys did not move to Akimuga in the 
voluntary exodus of the 1960s. This is because they consider the area 
holy, home of spirits where bodies are cremated and re_igious celebrations 
held. Sooner or later, the remaining 3,000-odd Amungme still living in the 
Waa, Tsinga and Wea valleys around the Ertsberg and Ertsberg East mines 
will have to move downhill. Already, even before the Amungme land problem 
is resolved, the future capital town of Mapurajaya is slated to accept 
6,000 migrant families from Java and Bali. 


As in Irian Jaya, a wealthy land can be a threat to the survival of Indian 
tribals. More than half of India's tribals are found in a geographical 
belt which starts just north of Bombay, running all the way to northeast 
India where most tribes are concentrated. Some 75 percent of tribals are 
settled in this belt which also accounts for over 70 percent of the 
country's mineral and forest wealth. And tribal lands are threatened by 
the government policy to exploit these resources. For instance, a presti- 
gious hydroelectric project in central threatens to displace over a million 
tribals and submerge thousands of acres of forestland. 


"The most important (tribal) issue in India today is the prevention of 
access to forest land and produce for food, shelter and medicine," Singh 
reported. "The proposed Forest Bill cf 1980 (will) severely restrict the 
right of tribals to forests. The bill gives forest guards permission to 
‘shoot at sight’ any person (inside) the forest without permission." 


101 














Mass protests have temporarily delayed the bill's approval. 


India’s Constitution guarantees the rights of tribals to education and 
employment. But only tribes listed in the Constitution have such conces- 
sions, and many tribes are yet to be included in the list. As it is, most 
tribes are landless (80 percent of India's landless) and no land has been 
released to tribal communities since the 1950s. It is only in the northeast 
where land is still owned by tribals. 


In Thailand's northern provinces, tribals who make up 80 percent of the 
population in the northern provinces have become a marginalized people. 
"The Covernment now treats us as though we are illegal immigrants, we do 
not have the right to own land, hold government office and many of (us) 
are not allowed to hold Thai citizenship,” a tribal representative said. 
Education is taught in the Thai language and there is pressure to change 
tribal names into Thai names. They are sometimes resettled in "self- 
reliant” villages, but loss of traditional livelihood has even forced some 
tribal women into prostitution to earn enough money to survive. 


Blamed for forest degiadation because of their slash-and-burn agriculture, 
the tribals are now deprived of their best land now used for reforestation. 
Tribals are no longer self-sufficient in rice and must plant cash crops to 
earn money for food. "With very little land left for us to farm, it is 
impossible to make enough money even from our cash crops,” the Thai dele- 
gate reported. “If this kind of policy continues, we will very soon be a 
minority in our own land.” 


Again, the recurrent tribal nightmare of lack of land, as in Malaysia 
where “many indigenous peasants (have) become landless and forced to work 
as hired labor at low wages or as tenants on the very land that they owned 
before. They have no voice in Parliament because they have no representa- 
tives to speak for them. The exploitation of their natural resources by 
mining and timber companies has been increasing." 


Japan's Aynu (or Ainu) people originally settled Hokkaido, the Kurile 
Islands, Sahalin and northeast parts of the mainland. Conquered by main- 
landers in the 1800s, the Aynu's langvage and customs were outlawed, their 
lands taken over. The Aynu identity was gradually lost, today the people 
driven into inner Hokkaido. "Even now there are many Aynus who feel 
nervous about the word Aynu," said an Aynu participant. “Because of 
discrimination many Aynu are keeping their origin secret today." 


The Aynu population could number around 50,000 although government statis- 
tics put it at 18,000. Today's Aynu is trying to regain its pride and 
identity. They have started to edit their own history, so far written 
only by the Japanese. Women are learning to make traditional garments. 
Although very few can speak the Aynu language now, it is being taught to 
children, including kindergarten (education is taught to Japanese). 
Memorial services for heroes, depicted before as rebels, have started. 
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The biggest Aynu association, the Jokkaido Uiari Association of 3,179 
families, is now demanding greater say on the Japanese claim over the 
Russian-occupied islands of the “northern territories.” The association 
also wants the Aynu people recognized as a distinct ethnic group, its rights 
properly respected. 


In Sri Lanka, the agricultural investment zones in the districts of Mannar, 
Vavuniya and Moneragala will open a 7,214 square kilometers fertile valley 
to transanational corporations and cash crop plantations. More than 330 
square kilometers in Moneragala district alone will be handed over to 
multinational companies for their use and administration. About 80,000 
acres of this land are to be brought under sugarcane cultivation by three 
joint companies mainly owned by foreign companies. 


Already, peasants of Moneragala have resisted the work of one company 

whea it started felling and uprooting lime and orange trees and invading 
the gardens of peasants. The Metal Intern:tional Company's area includes 
10 villages of 3,000 people. The peasants cultivate about 1,500 acres and 
use about 4,000 acres more for shifting cultivation. Three ancient Buddhist 
temples also occupy about 60 acres of the concession area. (DEPTHNEWS Asia) 


CSO: 4200/489 
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PHILIPPINES 


OPPOSITION MP'S DISCUSS "MANY FRUSTRATIONS’ AGAINST KBL 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY Sunday Supplement PANORAMA in English 13 Jan 85 


pp 7, 8, 42 


[Article by Sheila S. Coronel: "The Opposition MPs: ‘We're Doing Our 


A 


Best ' - 


[Text ] 

«THOUGH THEY area 
diverse group representing 
different political parties 
and spanning varied political 
backgrounds and persuasions, 
these 60 menibers of Parliament 
prefer to call themselves sirnply 
“the opposition.” 

It is a label plain and unadorr- 
ed, designed more to emphasize 
the group’s contrary position vis- 
a-vis the administration rather 
than to stress the shades of 
difference that set apart the 
various blocs within it. At the 
onset, the opposition MPs had 
Called themselves the ‘coalesced 
minority,” a term which under- 
scored both their diversity and 
their small number. 

Only in Decen:ber, after 
barely five months of working 
together, did they renarne them- 
selves, using a label which put 
greater stress on their oneness. It 
was a second baptism which, not 








quite accidentally, coincided with 
the various unification initiatives 
launched by the different 
opposition blocs both within 
Parliarnent and outside. Tne 
unity moves were spurred by the 
prospect of presidential derise. 
As the possibility loomed that 
President Marcos would not be 
in power for much longer, it is, 
for the opposition, once imore a 
season of hope. 

Because they had been kept 
out of the main arena of power 
for almost two decades, opposi- 
tion politicians were eager to get 
back into center stage. Trying to 
get their act together in tine 
with the forces of mortality 
véhich were besieging Mr. Marcos, 
they sometimes stumbled over 
each other in their haste. Though 
they had managed to orchestrate 
their moves vehile working 
together in the Batasan, conflict- 
ing personal aimbitions and party 











goals often blocked the attempts 
at unity when it came to defining 
the process of choosing Nir. 
Marcos’ successor. 

In the past month, the intra- 
murals within opposition ranks 
overshadowed the Batasan which 
was then in holiday recess. To 
some observers that only stressed 
the Assembly's secondary role 
in the calculations of both the 
government and the opposition 
outside Parliament. 

Yet, however little it has 
achieved, the Batasan is, for the 
parliamentary opposition, a 
valuable political workshop 
where long dormant poii.ical 
skills are honed, strategies 
perfected, personalities projected. 
Whatever its limits, the Assembly 
has served the opposition as a 
laboratory where political experi- 
ments are conducted, formulas 
worked out and calculations 


made. 
True, the legislative mill may 


grind exceedingly slow, but 
that is only one of the opposi- 
tion’s many frustrations. 


NOT THAT the opposition 
Ps entered the Batasan with 
great expectations. Despite the 
fact that opposition party plat- 
fornis during last lviay’s 
elections included such ambitious 
items as the inspeachinent of 
Mr. Marcos and the repeal of 
Amendment Six of the Constitu- 
tion which allows the President 
to enact laws independently of 
the Batasang Pambansa, opposi- 
tion parliamentarians came 
arnied only with 1.,odest expecta- 
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tions. 

“| was hoping that the 
assemblymen would vote not 
always according to party lines 
but according to what is right 
and what is wrong,” reveals 
neophyte iP Hernando Perez. 

Says ‘AP Rafael Recto: “My 
expectations were, considering 
that we were in the minority, 
not too nigh really. When you're 
in the minority, like in a 
corporation, you don’t count 
too much. You may make a lot 
of noise but when it comes to 
the votation, you will lose.”’ 

MP Luis Villafuerte, once 
Marcos’ minister of trade, states 
that he had hoped that over 
time, the opposition would be 
able to “put the legislative mill 
of the Batasan on the right 
track.” However, he confesses 
now, “| am pessimistic (whether 
we can achieve this) because it 
seems even the committee work 
is rather slow. The KBL is in the 
majority and they tend to wait 
for signals rather than to act 
even on very non-controversial 
resolutions or bills.” 

By now, most opposition MPs 
are resigned to the reality that, 
unless there is some drastic 
change in the political situation, 
their role in the Batasan is not 
primarily that of enacting new 
laws. At least, “not unless we 
can get away with it,”” Recto 
remarks. “Besides, we 
already have too many laws” 
MP Augusto Sanchez adds, 
“What we need to do now is repeal 
these laws, specially the 
repressive presidential decrees.” 

















Writing of the Batasan’s poor 
law-making record at the end of 
its second session, former 
assernblyman and information 
minister Francisco Tatad claimed 
that the regular Assembly had 
suffered from legislative failure. 

KBL officials have tended to 
blame the opposition MPs and 
their extended debates for such 
failure. The oppositionists, how- 
ever, throw the accusation back 
into the majority party’s court. 
“If it is true, as the Constitution 
States, that the orogram of 
governinent is the inain responsi - 
bility of the ruling party,” Villa- 
fuerte explains, “then the failure 
of legislative work should be 
attributed to the KBL because 
they have not done anything. 
The opposition has filed more 
bii's of national interest than 
the KBL has.” 

In truth, when it comes to 
making laws, the President has 
outdone both the opposition 
and the KBL. Making liberal use 
of Amendment Six despite his 
assurance during his state-of -the- 
nation address at the opening 
of the National Assembly last 
July that he would do so only 
in emergency cases, Mr. Marcos 
has since enacted several tax and 
other measures by virtue of his 
decree-making power. In the area 
of economic legislation, specially, 
the Batasan, despite an assertive 
opposition, has remained an 


irrelevant and ignorant appendage. 


“In the first place, we don’t 
even know what's happening,” 
says Recto in exasperation. The 
Batasan was not consulted, nor 
was it even informed, despite the 
opposition’s agitation, of the 
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contents of the letter of intent 
submitted by the Philippines to 
the International Monetary Fund. 
The letter of intent contairs 
major economic policies which 
have to be implemented as a 
condition for the $600-rillion 
loan from the IMF. 


Even a Cabinet minister, 
Labor iviinister Blas Ople, reveal- 
ed in a recent press conference 
at the National Press Club that 
he had no knovdledge of the 
contents of the letter of intent. 
He spoke of the “abyss” created 
between technocrats and other 
ministers and advised “‘a policy 


of candor specially when com- 
mitments inipose onerous burdens 
on the population.” 

WHAT IS doubly frustrating 
for the opposition, however, is 
that even when their proposals 
are in accordance with law and 
make perfect sense, even when 
these do not touch on ultra- 
sensitive matters, they also face 
almost insurmountable difficulties. 

Villafuerte cites as an example 
& resolution he filed directing 
the Commission on Audit to 
make a utility rate audit of the 
National Power Corporation. 
After initial objections the 
majority party finally agreed to 
the proposal, “because there was 
no way they could go against 
what the law provides,” Villa- 
fuerte recounts. However, the 
KBL agreed to conduct the audit 
only on condition that there 
would be no formal resolution 
filed on it. 

The same t’''ngo happened 
when the opposition as one filed 
a resolution demanding that 
Prime Minister Cesar Virata 

















explain to the Batasan the causes 


of the economic crisis and the 
government's programs for eco- 
nomic recovery. Again, the 

KBL agreed to comply with the 
proposal only if no formal 

Perez. cites another instance 
when he filed a bill repealing 
the decree providing for the 
windfall profits tax. After two 
months, during the time the 
Batasan was ir: recess, the Presi- 
dent issued another decree 
abolishing the controversial tax 
measure. “To add insult to 
injury,” says Perez, “| received 
@ notice that the proposed bill 
would be heard at the commit- 
tee level even after the decree 
was already repealed.” 

“The President and the KBL 
are taking the thunder away 
from the opposition,” Perez 
explains. ‘Whenever they feel 
that it would be very difficult 
for them to defend certain 
measures, they just repeal it 
themselves, tivereby depriving 
the legislature of its legitin.ate 
function. That way, they could 
probably even claim that it’s 
better to have Amendment Six, 
that the enactment of laws is 
too cumbersome when done by 
the Batasan. Actually, we could 
have done things faster if the 
KBL were not in the habit of 
sitting om measures.” 

True, if the opposition is to 
be faulted at all in the area of 
legislation, it is only in that it 
has drafted too many measures. 
Specially in the beginning, the 
minority was rather trigger- 
happy in filing parliamentary 
bills, hitting at practically any- 
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thing in sight. Sometimes, these 
bills were even contradictory in 
sone aspects. Thus, Ople’s 
charge that most of the bills 
filed by the opposition are 
“nothing but polemical 
expressions.” After the initial 
volleys, however, the opposition 
has becorne more relaxed, with 
the iiPs training their guns on 
choice targets and firing from 
various agreed-upon vantage points. 
DESPITE ITS limited legisla- 
tive role, the opposition does 


‘not find itself grappling with 


thorny existential questions 
such as its reason for being. For 
in its view, there are ample 
enough reasons. 

Villafuerte, tor example, cites 
four other functions of the 
Batasan apart from its legislative 
function. These include the 
deliberative function, the use 
of the Batasan as a forum for 
airing issues of national 
concern. “This is both informa- 
tive and educational,”’ says 
Villafuerte, “and may result in 
policy changes and the 
crystallization of public opi- 
mon.” Oppositionists agree that 
it is in this area—the discussion 
and debate of issues—that the 
Opposition has been most 
successful, 

Another function is the 
adrninistrative and reorganiza- 
tion function by which the 
Batasan may “define the 
administrative rules of conduct 
of government officials, establish 
the standards of implementa- 
tion of laws, approve the budget 
necessary to carry out the 
business of government and to 
create, abolish or restructure 
offices.” 














A third role whica the Bata- 
san takes is the investigation of 
government neglect, inefficiency 
and corruption. A fourth, 
according to Villafuerte, is the 
quasi-judicial role whereby the 
Asseinbly may initiate impeach- 
ment proceedings and cause the 
removal of persons in govern- 
ment. 

To the other opposition MPs, 
the opposition’s major role in 
Parliament is more simply put: 
that of fiscalizer, checking 
the program of government of 
the majority party, correcting it 
when necessary and acting as a 
deterrent to government 
anomalies and abuses. 

In this respect, the opposition 
has exploited to the fullest—to 
the KBL’s great consternation— 
its use of the question hour, the 
privilege speech and the time 
set aside for the interpellation 
of the members of the majority 
party. Speaker Nicanor Yfiiguez 
acknowledges as much when he 
cites as one of the Batasan’s 
major achievements “the 
ventilation of crucial issues of 
the day through the question 
and privilege hour which took 
an intensive look into the 
conduct of government.” 

In the course of five months, 
the Batasan opposition scruti- 
nized a range of issues includirig 
Amendment Six, the Bataan 
lies in the sugar industry and 
military abuses in various regions 


of the country. It is also conduct- 


ing a series of investigations of 
the controversial Deputy Human 
Settlements Minister Jose 


108 


Conrado Benitez and his scandal- 
wracked ministry. Earlier, 

the opposition initiated a 
no-confidence vote against Prime 
Minister Virata. 

For neophyte MP Hijaimar 
Quintana of Quezon, who until 
now confessés his reluctance to 
take the floor because, in his 
perception, and experience of 
the other MPs, the existence 
of a fighting opposition in the 
Batasan is achievement enough. 

For ousted MP Aquilino 
Pimentel, however, the Batasan’s 
greatest achievement so far is 
the unanirnous passage of 
Resolution 162 forbidding the 
forcible dispersal of protest 
actions. “For the first time in 
the history of this government, 
since martial law was imposed,” 
he says, “an agency of govern- 
ment, the Batasan itself, 
denounced the violence inflicted 
on a peaceful rally and upheld 
the right of the people to peace- 
ful assernbly."’ “What is of 
special significance,’’ Pimentel 
adds, “is that the resolution was 
unanimously passed... . To my 
mind, this manifests that there 
are certain issues where the 
various parties within the Bata- 
san are able to transcend parti- 
san considerations to uphold the 
rights of our people.” 

Villafuerte hopes that there 
may be more crossing of party 
lines on the KBL’s part, 
specially armong those percep- 
tive enough to read the signs of 
the ‘times. Himself a former 
KBL man, Villafuerte now 
says: ‘That's why | keep telling 
the KBL in the Batasan, 








cso: 


specially those newly elected, 
that if the only time they stand 
up is when they're going home, 
they will never get reelected. In 
the end, they will only punish 
the:selves. From the interim Ba- 
tasan’s 178 KBLs, only 50 were 
reelected.” 

AT THE MOMENT, the 
opposition in Parliament is busy 
ironing Out unity agreements. 
This is not easy as party loyal- 
ties are still strong, although 
they have been deminisned some- 
what in the course of the various 

MPs working together and the 
frequent holding of opposition 
caucuses to map Out strategies 
in the Batasan. 

The opposition MPs belong 
to a motley array of political 
parties: Unido, PDP-Laban, 
National Union for Liberation, 
Mindanao Alliance, Concerned 
Citizens Aggrupation, Liberal 
Party and Bicol Saro. Within the 
Unido umbrella itself, there are 
various permutations such as the 
NP-Unido, LP-Unido, Laban- 
Unido and the unaffiliated Uni- 


do. Though party platforms do 
not radically differ from each 


other, most being directed at the 


democratization of Philippine 
political and social life, party 
affiliations are still strongly felt. 
Yet there are many charac- 
teristics that bind the opposi- 
tion MPs. Most (roughly three- 
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fourths) are lawyers and more 
than half are quite young, being 
still in their thirties and forties. 
A significant number are politi- 
cal neophytes, taking elective 
government posts for the first 
time in their careers. One-third 
of them come from Southern 
Luzon (Bico! and Southern 
Tagalog) =-d if we add the 15 
from Mie. ~ *“anila to this list, 
that woulc accvuat for more 
than hai’ of the oppositionists. 
\itugether, the MPs from Luzon 
make up two-thirds of the Bata- 
san Opposition, with only seven 
MPs from the Visayas and 10 
from the entire island of 
Mindanao. In general, the 
Opposition forms a demogra- 
phically tomogenous group. 

Clearly, at this stage, it is 
still too early to make a defini- 
tive assessment of the opposi- 
tion’s performance. But despite 
their difficulties, the opposition 
assemblymen are hopeful. “’! 
could see that there is great 
promise, that somehow the 
Philippines would never be the 
same again with a vocal and 
determined group within the 
Batasan articulating the aspira- 
tions of our people,” says 
Pimentel. 

Says '..P Neptali Gonzales, “We 
may mot meet the highest pub- 
lic expectations but in our 
hearts and our conscience, we 
know we're doing our best.” @ 
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REBEL PRIEST ORTEGA, OTHER LUZON NPA ENCOUNTERS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 13 Jan 85 p 8 


[Article by Sid Chammag] 


[Text] 
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TOLENTINO CRITICIZES SRV, URGES ATTACKS IN CAMBODIA STOP 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 13 Jan 85 p 8 


[Text] Foreign Affairs Minister Arturo M. Tolentino said the intensifi- 
cation of Vietnamese military operations in Kampuchea nullifies the pro- 
testations of Vietnam to reach a peaceful solution to the Kampuchean 
problem. 


Expressing concern over the recent Vietnamese attacks on civilian camps 
near the Thai-Kampuchean border, olentino said the armed activity also runs 
counter to the objective of the ASEAN-sponsored resolution in the United 
Nations. 


The resolution on the Kampuchean problem calls for the withdrawal of 
Vietmanese troops fron Kampuchea. 


Tolentino said the Vietnamese offensive is a violation of the principles 
of the UN resolution seeking political solution to the Kampuchean conflict 
and belies Vietnam's position that it wants to get out of Kampuchea. 


"The attacks at the Nong Chan and Nong Samiet camps and the ongoing troop 
movements indicating the imminence of an attack at Ampil can only exacer- 
bate the plight of thousands of suffering Kampuchean refugees who have 
been forced to seek safety into neighbouring Thailand,” he said. 


Tolentino reiterated his appeal to Vietnam to stop its military operations 


as soon as possible and to heed ASEAN's call for a political solution to 
the Kampuchean problem. (OSG) 
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UNCTAD CONCERN OVER PROTECTIONISM AGAINST RP EXPORTS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 12 Jan 85 p 15 


[Text ] 
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SOUTHERN TAGALOG NEWSMEN, "CONCERNED CITIZENS’ CITE VER'S HEROISM 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 12 Jan 85 p 12 


[Text] Southern Tagalog newsmen who had covered the military for the last 
30 years, who are oldtimer journalists of the defunct Second Military Area 
and the Second PC Zone led by Leonie M. Manipol, have listed AFP Chief of 
Staff Gen Fabian C. Ver (on leave) as one of the top ten Huk fighters 
during the early days of the Huk campaign in the region. 


The assessment on General Ver was made by veteran journalists during a 
fellowship night and reorganization of the Southern Tagalog Media Associa- 
tion and the Laguna Concerned Citizens League during which Manipol was 
unanimously elected as president. 


The newsmen's group recalled Ver, a mere lieutenant, had been assigned in 
the province of Rizal and later in Laguna as a member of the intelligence 
and operations group of Camp Vicente Lim, Laguna. 


As a Huk fighter, Ver was responsible for the capture of well known rebel 
personalities operating in the mountain towns of Montalban, San Mateo, 
Binanggonan, and Jala-Jala. 


The dissidents then were virtually knocking at the doors of Metro Mainla 
and had been conducting raids on Rizal towns in their bid for a final 
assault. But Lt Ver with a handful of brave men had repelled the falling 
of the Rizal towns at the hands of the rampaging outlaws. 


It was this heroic act that the newsmen's group and the concerned citizens 
had come up batting for the integrity and sincerity of General Ver who 
is facing a charge in connection with the assassination of Ninoy Aquino. 


Also cited as top huk fighters were then Lt Andres B. Ramos, stationed in 
Lukban, Quegon, now a Brigadier General and 4th PC-INP and RUC commander; 
Lt Pedrito de Gugeman, now a general and RUC commander in Region 9 in 
Mindanao; Lt Antonio T. Sierra, then company commander in Quezon, now a 
full pledged colonel and provincial commander and Captain A. Abella who 
died in ambush. 
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NPA EXECUTES PROTESTANT LEADER, SEVEN OTHERS IN MINDANAO 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 12 Jan 85 p 12 
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BROWNOUTS, KILLINGS, RAIDS PROMPT FEAR IN 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 12 Jan 85 p 6 


[Article by Primo Esleyer] 
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Baguio City THE GOLD ORE in English 12 Jan 85 pp 1, 9 


BAKUN RESIDENTS FLEE ‘ROVING’ ARMED BANDS 


[Text] 
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ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR TOWN PLAGUED BY ‘DEATH SQUADS’ 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 12 Jan 85 p 2 


[Text] The residents of Molave, Zamboanga del Sur are now living in fear 
following a wave of killings allegedly perpetrated by military death 
squads ‘shat have already victimized 38 people in the past three months. 


Fr Zacarias Jimenez, 36, Molave parish priest, told Malaya that suspected 
New People's Army (NPA) members are the main targets of the death squads 
reportedly composed of rebel returnees. 


He said there is "complete lawless," particularly at the Poblacion, and 
residents are hopeless as the local authorities have allegedly done 
nothing to stop the killers. 


Jimenez said at least one murder is committed every week. Most of the 
victims are suspected NPA rebels, although several soldiers were also 
killed. Most of the killings took place at the Riverside squatters area 
and the municipal market, sometimes in broad daylight. 


He said that in the past three weeks three civilians, a policeman and 
several soldiers were assassinated. 


The priest identified the recent victims as Pat Crispin Adalin, Hermongenes 
Llagas, a Philippine Constabulary (PC) trooper named Sumbe, Ambrosio 
Villacruz, and Macario Ababa. 


Adalin was shot at a store in Riverside last Dec 2, Llagas was beheaded 

in barangay Rizal three days later. Sumbe was killed Dec 7 at the boundary 
of Molave and Tambulig, while Villacruz was murdered inside his house at 
the Riverside. 


Ababa, the latest victim, was gunned down at 12 noon near the market last 
Dec 16 after he was chased by two men. Witnesses identified one of the 
suspects as a certain Kiram, an ex-NPA rebel who now works as a military 
informer and is reportedly an active member of the death squads. 


Jimenez said Ababa was waiting for his mother at the bus terminal near 
the market when the suspects attacked him. Despite the presence of many 
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bystanders, nobody helped the bleeding victim. Ababa was rushed to the 
local hospital by his brother, but he died on the way. 


It was gathered that in April a farmer was shot dead; in June a pedicab 
driver was abducted and killed by several men on board a military jeep, 
and in July, a tuba gatherer was shot while having a drinking session with 
his friends. 


A fish vendor was killed in August. Two pedicab drivers were murdered in 
September while six persons were killed in October. Two others were 
assassinated last month. 


Jimenez said that in the last week of November, a death list was circu- 
lated in the town containing NPA suspects. 


The list included Jose Dimsay, barangay captain of Makughon and president 
of the Association of Barangay Captains (ABC); Carlito Alegrado, Conrado 
Berorondo and Roman Pocot, all members of the Sangguniang Bayan, he said. 


He cited revelations of the municipal peace and order council that the 
military is converting rebel returnees into death squads to kill NPA 
fighters operating in the nearby Salhg Valley mountains. 


The residents and the church are seeking a dialog with Mayor Jose Geromo 


regarding the escalating violence in Molave. However, the mayor refused, 
Jimenez said. 
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MALAYA INTERVIEWS TANADA ON ROLE IN CONVENORS GROUP 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA SUNDAY Supplement in English 13 Jan 85 p 7 


{Interview by Joel C. Paredes of Former Senator Lorenzo Tanada: "Tanada 
Wages a New Battle") 


[Text] If the opposition Convenors’ Group seems to be enjoying consider- 
able support from the bigwigs of the various protest movements, it must be 
largely because of the leadership of the Grand Old Man of the Philippine 
Opposition, former Sen Lorenzo Tanada, who at 86 continues to be the most 
consistent and highly-revered administration critic and anti-imperialist. 


His vigilant campaigns in the not-so-recent past have, in many instances, 
reflected the Opposition's stand. And now he feels that he is leading the 
noble but daring task of unifying the opposition fragmented by the last 
Batasan elections. Among the opposition figures, in fact, only he could 
easily join or lead a mass movement dominated either by the militant left 
or the moderate groups. 


Rather touchy on the subject of the controversy created by the Convenors’ 
Group, Sen Tanada nevertheless was able to give us some of his thoughts on 
the subject. The "fast track” system, a big job for the opposition to 
determine the presidential candidate that would face the ruling party's 
bet, is not everything to Mr Tanada, but it is something that he has to 
continue despite the odds. 


Sitting in his sofa inside his office at the sixth floor of the BF 

Topman building on Ayala Avenue, the senator could hardly relax when asked 
on his reaction to the decision by a certain power bloc in the opposition 
to reject the fast track system. 


He could not afford to be misquoted this time, said the senator, still 
remembering how he was dragged into the campaign on the democratic coalition 
government just because he was the chairman of the Nationalist Alliance for 
lustice, Freedom and Democracy (NAJFD), the broadest sectoral militant 
alliance in the country today. 


The senator was not sold to that idea at this point in time. But he, not 
surprisingly, would welcome another idea that he himself was not part of 
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until a group of businessmen and professionals approached him early 
December. They had a plan and they needed his endorsement. 


The gentleman politician even doubted if I believe in the idea of a fast 
track system. The media have been focusing serious accusations, not on the 
old man, but on use of the fast track system itself. Although only the 
Marcos regime and crony press openly hit the move, former Senators Salvador 
Laurel and Eva Estrada Kalaw and Member of the Parliament Homobono Adaza 
rejected the formula offered by the Convenors’ Group. 


Living up to his image of prudence, the old man hardly said a word that 
would offend his critics in the other opposition camps. 


“Their announcements are to be regretted. However, the people who have 
accepted the fast track system will not stop," said Sen Tanada. "You can 
never achieve unity if attempts will be stopped by an announcement of one 
or two people who want to run for president irrespective of whether the 
announced convention would take place or not." 


The senator was firm when he said that "as long as the standard bearers 
stick to the agreement, we will go through." 


Right now, the senator is spearheading innovations to the original formula 
of the fast track system through his call for a broad-based representation 
in the selection of the presidential candidate. This means that not only 
the political parties will be involved, the sectoral groups will now get 
representation in the undertaking once familiar only to the political elite. 


Although President Marcos apparently rejected plans.to synchronize the 
presidential elections before its scheduled polls in 1987, Tanada was not 
disturbed at all. 


As long as he is alive, Tanada said, he is determined to demand the resig- 
nation of the President. "We have all the reasons to demand Mr Marcos’ 
resignation because, instead of improving the economy of the country, he 
destroyed it." 


The dismantling of the Marcos government, asserted the senator, is the 
duty of every Filipino today. He pointed out that the Convenors' Group's 
task of unifying the opposition is a decisive move in the people's protest 
movement. 


However, Tanada believes that the people should not stop from staging pro- 
test rallies, which he once called the "vital weapon” that would pressure 
the regime to collapse. Right now he refused to pinpoint a single opposi- 
tion leader he believes could be the Marcos’ successor. Even Tanada's son 
and confidante, Bobby, a prominent human rights lawyer, said his father 
never mentioned to him his choice. 

"The senator wants to see to it that democracy is working among the people 
so they would decide," remarked Bobby, who has joined his father in their 


law firm. 
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Although the fast track system is getting to be controversial, Tanada is 
happy with the developments since political organizations have openly 
signififed their intention to support the move “but we are still open to 
suggestions before we decide on who will run," the elder Tanada pointed out. 


He said that several political parties have been wiped out since Marcos 
declared martial law in 1972 despite claims by some of their leaders that 
they are alive and well. According to him, these political groups now 
have yet to prove that they still exist, that they have a mass base for 
support, before they get the necessary representation in the Convenors' 
Group. 


It was only during the latter part of my interview that I found the senator 
to be cautious of some political parties and their leaders who claim to be 
in the forefront of the protest movement. 


From the face of the old man, I realized that he doesn't merely want to 
be used. His actuations, the senator said, is a commitment so that the 
country will live in a pluralist society where the people respect all ideas. 


Indeed, Tanada lives to see the day when his people are liberated from 
the chains of dictatorship, a dream that continues to remain elusive. 
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MALAYA COLUMNIST ANALYZES SEVERITY OF NPA THREAT 


Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 12 Jan 85 p 5 





{"The Business of Truth" by Alfonso P. Policarpio: "The NPAs--A Real 


Threat Now"] 


[Text ] 


Watching the New 
Peoples Army grow, 
march and take whole 
towns all over the coun- 
tiy. even if only tempo- 
tarily, is like you are 
Rome watching the ad- 
vance of Attila the Hun 
acioss burope. You feel, 
if sou are on the 
ment side, ied tan 
nusture an inkling of 
being helpicss. 

fiom squad guerrillas 
of cight or nine men, 
the NPAs’ basic unit, 
they were able to form 
assault forces . to 
250) tully arm a, 
armed with M-14, M-] 
aut AK 47 automatic 
rilles, M79 grenade 
launchers, mortars and 
gienades, in 1984. E 
in 1985, on Jan. 
they mustered a force of 
SOU =o6men, = also 
armed, as we understood 
the report, and captured 
the lishing town of Ta- 
bina, Zamboanga del Sur. 
lhis was, for as, an 
acceleration of the NPA 
offensive - a new game 
on our ball park, 

the «ebels, led by 
Oscat Deahirio, alias Ku- 
mander Ranner, seized 
some 100 firearms, a 





light machinegun, thou- 
sails of smmunition and 
wme tolps sets, after 
dj.aming the policemen, 
militiamen and security 
men of Mayor Rodolfo 
Ganub, They alsu carted 
away all the typewriters, 
other office equipment 
and stgtionerics in the 
town boll 

About the same time, 
100 NPAs sided the 
Civilian lhome Defense 
Unit in Barangay Calia- 
war, Calamba town, Mi- 
samis Occidental, They 
took, the report said, six 
M1 (garand) and three 
M-16 (atmalite) tifles — 
without a fight. 

In bhoth instances, 
they came to the places 
they were to raid in 
military tatipues -- So 
that, sokl an official in 
labina, the town’s peo- 
~ thought they were 

’ or Army or Marine 
troops. In Calamba, they 
ordered the CHDFs to 
fall in line. They then 
disarmed the CHIDEs and 
elt. 

Ihere are other towns 
and villages overwhelmed 
by the NPAs. They 
alwass came in full mili- 
tary peat. This has hap 
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pened in the Davao prov- 


“it could build up 
into a wrious threat, 








President Marcos said. 
“Their basc is increasing. 
The nuctcus is there, the 
germ is there, the guid- 
ance is there.” 

The guidance, at that 
time. scemed not to be 
coming ‘rom orthodox 
communist sources. The 
Huk movement, Mr. Mar- 
of a Malia type than a 
communist cell. Political 
ideology has very little to 
do with it. Very quietly, 
I have gone there and 
met some of their leaders. 


social justice rather than 
any political system, 
clearly appealed to most 
of the peasantry. “On 
the whole,” said one 


: peuple 
the barrios think that 
the Huks are on their 


But the ‘“luks had 
other means of persua- 
sion as well: that year, 
1966, there were 127 
Huk-inspired murders in 
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south, to Samar, Cebu 
and Iloilo in the Visa 
yas, to the Davao pw 
vinces, Cotabato, Zaw- 
boanga, other parts of 


In 1984, Defense Mi 
‘nuster Juan Ponce Enrik 


That, we think, is im 
— — when the 
PAs could stage raids in 
forces of 100, 200, 250 


fully armed men the 
Huks had in the carly 
fifties, but armed with 
weapons a lot more 
sophisticated than the 


And when he came 
home, his own estimate 
was: the NPAs had an 
armed force of 17,000. 
By 1986, unless we could 
reach a modus vivendi 
with the NPAs, he said, 


in trouble. 
This, exactly, is where 
we are. 
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MALAYA COLUMNIST CRITICIZES CONVENOR GROUP STANCE 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 12 Jan 85 pp 5, 6 


["Sharing the Word" by Fr Bel R. San Luis, SVD: "The Convenors’ Stand on 
Bases, Communism] 


[Text] What's eating the political Opposition? It's not only hopelessly 
divided, but some of their ideas and principles are irrelevant, inappro- 
priate and un-pragmatic. 


For instance, in their "Declaration of Unity," the Convenor Group advocates 
among other things, the removal of the U.S. military bases (Art 3.6) and 
the legalization of the Communist Party in the Philippines (Art 6). 


We're already having a worsening problem of communist insurgency due to 
the aggressive NPA drive, and here comes the Opposition wanting to 
legalize the Communist Party in the name of a “pluralistic society." 
Instead of dousing the fire with water, the Opposition, in effect, does it 
with gasoline? 


In the same vein, there's one thing I can't understand when the Group 
wrote, "The new leadership will respect freedom of expression and the 
right to disseminate non-violent programs." Just what do they mean by 

the term “non-violent programs"? To my mind, when we talk of communism, 
there's no such thing as “non-violent.” From its philosophical root of 
Hegelian dialectics, violence or class struggle is inherent and inevitable 
to bring about the Marxist goal: classless society. Moreover, isn't it 
very obvious that where they organize and operate, whether in the Philip- 
pines, in Cambodia or Latin America, violence is part and parcel of their 
program of expansionism? 


As for the issue of the removal of the foreign military bases, I think the 
people don't see the deeper implications and disadvantages as perceived by 
such hyper-nationalist leaders like Atty Diokno and Mr Lorenzo Tanada. On 
the other hand, they see only the advantages. 


Although the military bases pose as a grave threat in a nuclear attack, 
the threat is very remote. On the other hand, some quarters and the 
majority regard the bases as a countercheck to the communist threat and 
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expansion in our region. This is felt more now considering the tremendous 
Soviet military build-up in the Pacific after the Vietnam war. 


The main problem the people are facing presently is economic survival 
during these critical times. The removal of these bases would dislocate 
some 32,000 workers from Subic and Clark Air Base. This doesn't include 
the thousands of PX dealers and customers (and "fly-by-night girls"?) 
who're benefitted by their presence. In short, the Opposition's stand on 
the U.S. military bases is ill-timed and is aggravating the serious problem 


of unemployment. 


What the Opposition should offer is a concrete, viable economic platform 
based on a pragmatic philosophy that's responsive to the people's economic 
problem here and now. 
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PHILIPPINES 


OPPOSITION PAPER LABELS MARCOS AS DICTATOR 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 12 Jan 85 pp 1, 5 
[Front page editorial: "Hail, the Great Dictator"] 


[Text] It was most startling--even stunning-statement, the declaration 
made by Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile last Wednesday before a civic 
club that despite the Supreme Court decision ordering the release of two 
subversive suspects, Cynthia Nolasco and Willie Tolentino, the President 
is not obliged to obey the court. In other words, we have here a govern- 
ment of men--not of laws. The martial rule goes on. 


Enrile explained that under the decree authorizing the President to issue 
PDA arrest and detention orders, it is only Marcos who can order the 
release of persons detained under a PDA. 





This implies that President Marcos has the power to reject decisions of 
the High Tribunal which, under the Constitution, is the last and final 
authority on court cases brought to it. Supreme Court decisions, it may 
be stated, have the force and effect of law. 


If there is one clear evidence that Marcos is a dictator--unreconstructed, 
unbridled and untrammeled--this is it. A dictator who holds himself 

above the law, who can defy even the highest court of the land. He has now 
given to himself the three powers of government--the power to execute all 
laws, the power to make laws, under Amendment No 6, and the power to inter- 
pret the laws, if he will now defy the Supreme Court. 


We may just as well throw out the Constitution. This fundamental law is 
useless, insofar as Mr Marcos is concerned, a mere scrap of paper without 
value. 


This is exactly how dictators operate. Their every word is the law. WNo 
one, but no one, can challenge his authority. Everybody has to bow down 
to his every whim and caprice. 


So, the Supreme Court's decision, as Minister Enrile has pointed out 
may or may not be honored by Mr Marcos. In Enrile's succinct words: 
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"A PDA is issued by the President and until this PDA is lifted—-and only the 
President can lift this PDA-- no one can authorize the release of Miss 


Nolasco and Tolentino.” 
That's that. 
Hail, the Great Dictator. Long live the Perpetuated Dictatorship! 
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PAMPANGA DEPUTY QUITS KBL OVER MENDOZA REASSUMPTION 
Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 12 Jan 85 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Marlen Ronquillo] 


[Text] Pampanga Governor Cicero J. Punsalan will resign from the Kilusang 
Bagong Lipunan soon to protest what he calls as “my unceremonial ouster 
from office." 


Justice Minister Estelito Mendoza took over the provincial capitol at high 
noon on Jan 8 accompanied by soldier-escorts, calling his move a “mere 
reassumption of office." 


"The party (KBL) has virtually abandoned me. So 1 guess there is no option 
left but to get out of it,” Punsalan told reporters. 


Punsalan’s resignation is expected to trigger a wave of similar moves from 
his political followers, mostly vice-mayors, councilors and barangay 
captains who have joined the KBL because of Punsalan. 


Though Punsalan did not categorically state whether he would join the 
opposition or not, his resignation would further deplete the KBL ranks in 


a generally opposition-sympathetic province. 


Punsalan's disenchantment with the ruling party which was nearly crushed 
by an onslaught of pro-opposition sentiments last May 14, was caused by 
the failure of top KBL leaders to “dissuade Minister Mendoza from taking 
over the governorship.” 


Punsalan claims Mendoza is “already a minister, solicitor general and mem- 
ber of parliament” and there is no further need for the latter to take 
over the governorship. 


Punsalan said the KBL top leaders “should have known that I performed my 
job as governor efficiently and inefficiency could never be a ground for 
my unceremonial ouster from office." 


Puxssalan took over the governorship last July 23, after Mendoza's 
appointment as Justice Minister. 
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Punsalan ran under the KBL in the 1978 interim Batasan polls and was 
serving his term when he was picked to run as Mendoza‘s vice-governor in 
the 1980 local elections. 


Mendoza and Punsalan won as governor and vice-governor also under the KBL. 


In the last May 14 elections, Punsalan ran under the KBL but he and two 
others of the four-party candidates were crushed by oppositionists whose 
campaign was centered on the murder of two Pampangos--former Governor Jose 
B. Lingad and former Senator Beningno Aquino, Jr. 


He remained with the KBL after the Mav 14 loss despite several offers for 
him to join the political opposition. 


Meanwhile, Punsalan is expected to finish today the petition to annul 
Mendoza’s reassumption. He will file the case with the Supreme Court. 


He also refused to recognize Mendoza’s first session at the capital last 
Thursday saying Mendoza assumed the post “illegally.” 


Letters have been sent by Punsalan to capitol chief of offices, saying he 
does not recognize Mendoza'’s authority as governor. 


Meanwhile, Mendoza denied claims of harassment against Punsalan, his 
former student at the University of the Philippines College of Law. 


Mendoza said Punsalan has been treated well at the capitol. "Where can 
you find a vice-governor who has a free car and free gasoline," Mendoza 
asked reporters at the capitol last Thursday. 


Mendoza said he recognizes Punsalan as his vice-governor who will receive 
the compensation due his post. 


"There was never any attempt to strip him of power during tenure as acting 
governor,” Mendoza said. According to him, Punsalan made disbursements 
and appointments and contracted jobs to private contractors. 


"Under my term, the contracts awarded by Punsalan to private contractors 
were done by the government to save money,” he said. 


Mendoza said he will start looking into the provincial funds which were 
depleted during Punsalan's short stay at the capitol. 


Of the close to P50 million Mendoza claims he saved until he became justice 
minister last July, only P38 million is left, he said. 


Mendoza said no visible accomplishments were made by Punsalan, the deple- 
tion of the capitol funds notwithstanding. 
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Mendoza said the KBL in Pampanga still has the support of the people 
and claimed the “party will be victorious in the 1986 local elections." 


Mendoza will most likely accept the gubernatorial draft. 
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BRIEFS 


BUKIDNON REBELS KILLED--Three communist insurgents were killed Saturday 
when constabulary troopers stormed a rebel hideout in southern Bukidnon 
province, the regional military command in Cagayan de Oro said late this 
week. The New People's Army (NPA) guerillas abandoned their camp in a 
remote village in Baungon town, 20 kilometers (12 miles) south of Cagayan 
de Oro when it was raided, regional constabulary chief Pedrito de Guzman 
said. Brig-Gen de Guzman told Agence France-Presse that the three slain 
rebels were among those who attacked and occupied Baungon town hall in 
November. The regional commander als> awarded a medal to a junior constabu- 
lary officer who was shot in the right leg during the raid. The NPA, armed 
wing of the outlawed Communist Party of the Philippines, has been fighting 
a guerilla war since 1969. Acting Armed Forces Chief Lt Gen Fidel Ramos 
has said the NPA has 12,000 regulars. The focus of their armed campaign 
has lately been the southern provinces, where company and battalion-sized 
formations attack remote towns and isolated military detachments for fire- 
arms and supplies.--AFP [Text] [Quezon City VERITAS in English 13 Jan 85 
p 14] 
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RESULTS OF GOVERNMENT BOND DRIVE REPORTED 
BK271454 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 26 Jan 85 


[Text] The standing body of the Central Committee to promote the purchase of 
government bonds recently held a conference under the chairmanship of Comrade 
Huynh Tan Phat, chairman of the committee, to assess the implementation of 
Resolution No. 15 of the party Central Committee Political Bureau and a regu- 
lation of the Council of State on the issuance of government bonds for 
national construction. Comrade Tran Phuong, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, attended the conference. 


The conference noted *hat since 19 December 1983, millions of citizens with 
socialist patriotism--consisting of our compatriots of various nationalities, 
cadres, workers, civil servants, members of the armed forces, overseas 
Vietnamese, and people from the elderly to youngsters and from the border 
areas to remote offshore islands--have enthusiastically bought government 
bonds in support of national construction and industrialization. 


In the two phases of the drive, the people throughout the country have bought 
government bonds in cash for almost 2 billion dong, in paddy for almost 6,000 
metric tons, in foreign currency with the equivalent value of thousands of 
dong, and in gold for hundreds of “can” [measurement unit equivalent to 1/10 
of 1 ounce]. Some 12 localities have fulfilled or exceeded the set norm by 
1-61 percent. They are Dac Lac, Quang Nam-Danang, Ha Bac, Quang Ninh, Nghia 
Binh, Hoang Lien Son, Vung Tau-Con Dao, Lai Chau, Dong Nai, Nghe Tinh, Lam 
Dong, and Gia Lai-Cong Tum. Some other localities such as Phu Khanh, Binh Tri 
Thien, Son La, Thanh Hoa, Ha Son Binh, Thuan Hai, Ho Chi Minh City, Hau Giang, 
Ha Tuyen, and Hanoi have also fulfilled the set norm by a high percentage. 


Meanwhile, thousands of districts, precincts, cities, villages, city wards, 
organs, and enterprises have exceeded the set norm and thousands of families 
and individuals have bought government bonds of high denomination--in cash 
for 50,000 dong upward or in paddy from 1 metric ton upward. 


Apart from these successes, some shortcomings still existed in the recent 
drive to promote the purchase of government bonds. As a result, many 
provinces, cities, precincts, and districts failed to fulfill the expected 
norm for the 1983-84 2-year period. This was due mainly to the failure to pay 
serious attention to guiding the campaign by the party committee and 











administrative echelons of these localities, which at times, indiscriminately 
assigned this task to the local promotion committees. 


The conference also examined and settled a number of motions put forth by 
various sectors, mass organizations, and localities and decided to conclude 
the 1983-84 2-year drive to promote the purchase of government bonds on 31 
December 1984. 


While waiting for specific plans and norms from the central level, all 
localities should actively launch a drive to promote the purchase of govern- 
ment bond among the people during and after the lunar new year festival. 
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GRAIN DELIVERY IN NORTHERN PROVINCES REPORTED 
BK291358 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 28 Jan 85 


[Text] In the north, as of late 1984, 11 provinces and municipalities--Quang 
Ninh, Thanh Hoa, Hai Hung, Nghe Tinh, Hanoi, Binh Tri Thien, Ha Son Binh, Ha 
Bac, Vinh Phu, Haiphong, and Thai Binh--55 districts, and 1,019 agricultural 
cooperatives had overfulfilled the 1984 10th-month grain procurement plan, 
raising to 91.9 the percentage of the total procurement target fulfilled in 
all of northern Vietnam for the 1Oth-month crop. 


In the delta, midland, and former Zone 4 provinces, despite the losses caused 
by typhoons, floods, insects, and diseases in some areas, the gross grain 
production generally still equaled or exceeded last year's. Various provinces 
are recalculating the results of production work and reexamining norms, 
especially those applied in the collection of agricultural and service taxes 
and in the supply of nitrate fertilizer under two-way contracts, so as to 
continue collecting taxes to fulfill the planned targets. 


Meanwhile, the mountain provinces, with the exception of Quang Ninh, have 
fulfilled 101 percent of the total grain delivery target. Other provinces, 
however, are still slow in delivering grain to the state granary. The amount 
of grain still to be delivered by the mountain provinces remains fairly large. 
The localities concerned should bring into full play the results of their pro- 
duction efforts in the current crop to accelerate the tempo of grain delivery. 
The grain and financial sectors should reexamine the norms of agricultural tax 
and give timely tax exemption or reduction privileges, according to the law, 
to the embattled border areas. In those areas where the price of grain is 
low, the purchase of grain at agreed-upon prices may be broadened. Aside from 
paddy procurement, attention must be paid to the procurement of subsidiary 
food crop products and to motivating the peasants to harvest and process 
cassava. Favorable conditions should be created for those provinces currently 
delivering cassava to the delta provinces to deliver their products quickly 
and in full, according to plan. 
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